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| CHAPTER I. 
| Of the Divine Call into the Mainiftry. 
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7 D 4 24 conſider'd as the Workmanſhip of the Lord, that 
A unle archable Archuet, aſter Builder, Former of ak \ 
things, was truly. Rightcous, truly Holy, and was put _; 
into the Garden of Eden to-drefs. it and to-keepit ; Paradite that 
was his Storc-houle, was his|/Work-houſe alſo -': bleſſed was le 
while under the Teaching of his Maker ;/but being brought thorow 
the Inſtauations of the Serpent, to attend to his Teachilip, he ſell 
\ -1to the Region of the Shadow of Death, Death entre hisWin= 
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dows, as the Lord had aid, aaa of Wickednels, as a hea- 
dy Current, ſtreamed in. 

Now as a {ignal Teſtimony of the Riches ef Divine and Never- 
failing Love, the Eveilaſting Goſpel was proclaimed and ſounded 
in Adam's Ears, That the Sced of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the 
Serpent's Head, crufh tis Power, bring him under. 

Aﬀter that, in every Ape and Generation the Lord called true 
and faithful Wirnefes, and by the Influence and Virtue of the A- 
nointing qualificd them, to bcar teſtimony to his conſtant immuta- 
ble Loving-kindneſs, and againft the Wicke:'neſs of the World, 


introcuced by the Serpent, ard to ſtir yp men to look after, and- 


wait for the Revelation and Manifeſtation of the blcfſed Sced, in 
.whom the Families cf the Earth ſhould be bleffed. Peter, an A» 
poſtie of the Lamb, bare record, ſaying, Holy Aer of God /pake 
as they were moved bythe Floly Ghoſt, 2 Pet. 1.21, $9 that the Te- 
ftim-nies of the Lord's Witneſſes an} Worthies in all Ages, were 
derived from the Sourſe or Spring of Heavenly Abilities, the Spi- 
rit's in-Cwellings ; not from the ſtrength of Acquired Natural 
Tongues, Arts, Sciences and Spoiling Philoſophy : herein are cx- 
cluded all Teſtimories and all Miniſters made and brought forth by 
the Will of Man. 

For the Corfirmation of this a Cloud of Living Witneſſes in the- 
Scriptures of Truth is recorded, 

Abel n Keeper of Sheep, thorow the Word of Faith he bc- 
came Righteous, a Witneſs for the Lord in the Morning of the 
World ; he and his Offcring found Acceptance with the-Lord, Gey, 
hr 244+, Hebr,11,4, 


Encch, called of God, by the Spirit, the Word of Prophecy, 


without which no true Prophet, nor Prophecy, Gex. 5.24. Hebr, 
11.5, 7Tude 14,15. Joel 2.28, 29, 

Noah a Husbandman, Jult, Perfc& and Righteous; he walked 
with Gog; he was called of God to be a Preacher of Righteouſ- 
neis,. made ſo without recourſe to Weather Arts and Sciences, Ger. 
9.20. Gen.6:0, Gen. 7,1. Hebr. 11.7. 2 Pet. 2.5. 

Lot was a Juſt and a Righteous Man, called of the Lord to bear 
a Teftimony againſt the World, 2 Pet. 2. 7, 8. 

Atraham the Friend of God, 1/z.41 8. was a Prophet, re- 
leni ſhed with the Word of Prophecy, Ger. 29.7. he knew the 
Ine 
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immediate Call of God, Ger, 12.1, & 15,1. £17, 1, he was a 
Teacher in the Spirit, Gen. 18. 47, 19. bleſſed thorough Obedi- 
ence, Ger. 32.18. 

Moſes was a Keeper of Sheep, Exod. 3. 1. callcd of the Lord 
tothe Work, whereunto he was appointed, Exod. 4.12. Namb, 
12. 6,7, 8. a Man of God, Fo/. 14.6. thorow the living Word he 
was made a Miniſter and a Prophet. | 

7 oſhua was called of God, Foſ. 1.5:& 37. the Lord's Power and 
Preſence with him and in him « as the Rule he walked by. 

Gad, David's Seer, was called of the Lord, he heard the Voice 
ef the Lord, and obcyed the ſame, 1 Chron. 21.9, 10. 2 Seam, 
24. 11312. 

: Aaron, though exccllcntly qualified, a&mirably indued with 
Gifts, yet he entered not upon the Priefts Office, without the 
Call of God thereunto, Heb. 5. 4. Exod, 28. 1. when: he and 
that Prieſthood was inſtituted, not a word was mentioned of School 
Sciences, Natural Languages; he was no Intruder into. the Higl.- 
Prieft's Office, but anſwered the Command of the Lord. Pricfts 
in the Latin Tongue are called Sxacerderes, becauſe their Office was, 
Deo ſacra dare, to Sacrifice ts God, or becauſe they were ſacra dos, 
conſecrated, and as it wereſevered from the reſt of the People, and 
givenup to God, as faith Ridley in his View of the Civil and Eccle- 
ſlaftical Law. 

Bezaleel and Aholiab were filled with the Spirit of God in Wil- 
dom, and in Underſtanding, and in Knowledge, and in all mauner 
of Workmanſhip for the building of the Tabernacle, Zed. 37. 
implying, that ſuch as in the Evangelical Diſpenfation are appointed 
for the building of the Spiritual Tabernacle, be they Sons or Daugh-_ 
ters, their Preparation and Qualification for that Work, is of the 
Lord, and not of Man. 

Nathan the Prophet, was called of God, the Word of the Lord 
came unto him, 2 Sam.7.4,5: & 12.5. and David humbled him- 
ſelf before him. 

David a Keeper of Sheep, 2 $«w.16.11,12. a Man after God's 
ewn Heart, As 13.22. hewascalled of God, 2 Sam. 23.1,2,&c. 
the Spirit of the Lord, . the Word of Righteouſneſs, was the Spring 
of his Miniftry. | 

San}, the Spirit of God came upon him, and he propheſied, 


l I Sam, 
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f $4”. 10. but tnrning from it, he went tqthe Dead, to a Witch, 
x Sa», 28. ſo became a Perſecutor of David, 1 Sam, 19; 1. loſing 
his Hcad, it was ſent into the Land of the Philiſiins, 1 Sam.3 .9. 
When it was {cornfully demanded, 1s Saul #lſo «wong the Prophets? 
one anſwered, Bur who is their Father? As who ſhould ſay, Pro- 
phecy comes not ſo much'by Man's Teacbing, as by Gods, there- 
fore wonder not that Saul propheſics,. though not bred a Schollar, 
1 Sam. 10, Trap.on the As. | 

The Seventy Elders were' called of God, without recourſe to 
Heathen Education, Prophane Arts and Sciences, the Spirit, the 
Word of Prophecy came upon them, Namb. 11. 

: Eldad and Medal were called of the Lord, the Spirit of Pro. 
pinecy came upon them, Numb, 11.26, &e.  Johbua the Servant 
of Moſes ſaid, Ay !.ord Moſes forbid them : He ſaid not, Stock, 
Stone, Impriſon, Perſecute, Beat them with Staves, Bibles, as 
the Language of many in ovr dayes have been, who would be ac- 
counte!! Miniſters of the 'Gotpe!, Afoſes anſwered, Envieft thou 
for my ſake ? Wonld Ged that all the Lord's People were Prophets, 
and that he would put bu Spirit upon-them, H:re was a precious 
F:anie of Spirit, Fervency for the Propagation of the Truth. 

"Swaxel a Prophet, was called of: God, contrary tothe Will of 
Min, T Swm. 3. he TY = 

Oded a Prophet was call:d of the Lord, 2 Chren. 28. his Teſti- 
mony from the Mort" of the Lord was cffeftual. 

A+ jab the Prophet was called of the Lord, 3 Kgs 11.29. & 
14.25, If thoucoreft uncalled, God willlay unte thce, Friend, 
bow camel theubicher? The Callins is Null, if ithave not the Living 
God forthe Author an i Calter. 1/1ſor's Chriſtian-DiQionary. 

Id1o the Secr was called of God, 2 Chren. 9. 29. 

Fezu the Prophet was called of the Lord, thee Word of the Lord 
came wito him, 1 Kings 16,1. 

F<hrz'ta Prophet was called-of the Lord, the Spirit of tne Lord 
-C2mz upon him, 2 Chron, 20, 14, 15. 

Elijah was Cilled 'of the Lord, made a Prophet by the Living 
Wo;d,” 1 Kings 17.1, 2, bis Teſtimony was: againſt Ahab and Je- 
zebri for their{dolatry anJaverſhipping of Images, :for the -which 
they-perſecuted him, call:ns him, 4 Treuvler of Tſrae!, v1 imp 18. 

E1i/ba' aPiovghunan was called of 'GoJ, 2:Keuygs a. i 5,,he 
Prove 
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proved the Idolatry of Prieſts and People in his Age; hecured Na- 


—__ the Camp ſeven dayes, N «wb. 12. 


a:»an of his Leproſic, upon which Naamen teſtified, ſaying, I kyow 
that there s no God in all the Eartb, but in lirael; Naaman offered 
hima Gift, and urged him to'take it, but Eſha refuſed, ſhew- 
ing forth another manner of Spirit, than is in Man-made Mini- 
ters, who ſpeak much the Horſleeches Language, Give, Give ; 
2 Kings 5. 

' Micajah, a Prophet called of the Lord, concerning whcm the 
King of 1/rael faid, / hate this Micajah, for he doth net propheſie 
good concerning me, but Evil : One acviled Micajab, To ſpeck well 
of the King, as the Four Hundred Prophets bad dene;, Micajah an- 
(wered, As the Lerd liveth, nhatthe Lerd ſaith unto me, that will I 
ſpeak, 1 Kings 22. ſhewing forth another Spirit than is in Man- 
made Miniſt-rs, Men pl: afcrs. 

Huldah a Prophetels was called of the Lord, the living-Word 
came to her,and-ſhe bare Teſtimony againſt the Backſliding and Ico- 
latry of that time, .2 Xngs 22: | | 

Shematabh a Prophet, a Man of God, callcd of God, the Word 
of the Lord came to him,, x Kings 12. 2 Chron. 12, 

' Axzariah; the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and kepreach- 
ed true, ſound and whoſſom DoQ@trine, 2.Chrer.1g. pdt 

Hanan the Scer, in the. Word of Prophecy. reproved 4/7 
Ring of 7+dah, for his Reliance upon the Arm of Fleſh, and for his 
Non-reliance upon: the. living God;z, 4/4 impriſoned him for his 
Mcſſage, 26 bron.\n6,. ii by > #2 Dclelie® acts 

Zechariah a Prophet wascalled.of the Lord, the Spirit of the 
Lord came upon him; he reproved the People for that they . forſopk 
the Lord, faying,; The Lerd had forſaken them ;,, for the which 
they conſpired againſt him, andoned him, 2 Chrgr. 24. ; Thus 
they. that arc in- the'Fleſh,. they ſwell againſt them.that are.in the 
Spirit. ©.) void AS ITN "$a $233 # at a wwe 
141 Rhea was called of God, be heard his Voice the. Spirit. of 
.Godicameupon him, hepropheſicd of. the coming. of. :Chyaft;. but 
bylooking after Gifts and Rewards, he went aſtray, Alnnyh.22,23,. 
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Miriaw 2 Propheteſs was called of the Loxd, Exad. 15: for 
Meurmyring againſt 41»/es ſhe became Leprous, and.masſhutout 
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Iſas th the Prophet was called of the Lord, 7/«, 38.1. & 48. 
16, . he' bare Teftimony'againft ſuch Teachers as came by the 
Will of Man, ſaying, Hu Watchmen are blind, they are all igne- 
rant, they are a8 Dumb Dogs, they cannet bark, ſleeping, lying 
down, loving to ſlumber ; yea, they are Greedy Dogs, which cen ne- 
ver bave enough ;, they ak leok to their own Way, every one for 11s Gain 
from his Quarter, 1a. $6. 10,11. Who arecalled of God now, 
they fee and comprehend ſuch as come by the Will of Man, who 
have nothing but what they receive from Schools and Colledges, 
Natural! Tongues, Arts and Sciences, School- Divinity, to be the 
blind and ignerant Watchmen, ſeeking, yea, Extorting Gain from 
their Quarters, from their Pariſhes, watching for the Fleece more 
than for the Good of the Flock. Trap on the Corinthians faith, That 
Luther never found himſelf once tempted to Covetouſnefs. Among 
\Man-Made Miniſters herein few are Lutherans. Tb 
Feremiah was called of the Lord when a Child, without recourſe 
to Heathen Educaiion, Fer. 1. he ſaid, Ab! Lord God, behold 1 
Cannot ſpeak, for I em a Child* The Lord ſaid, Say nor, [ am « 
Child; thou ſhalt go to all that I ſendthee ;, and nhatſcerer 1 commund 
thee, thou ſhalt ſpeak. Here he i: drawn from Min, tothe Mouth of 
the Lord. I will give you Paſtori according tomine Heart (ſaith the 


Lord) which ſhall feed you with Knewledze and Underſtanding, Jer. 


3- 15. Such Teachers are of the Lord's giving, not of Man's 
ſending. He reproved their great Corruption, as in the Civil, fo 
in the Ecelefiaſt.cal State, ſaying, A wonderful und horrible thing «s 
committed in the Land,' the Prophets propheſte falſly,: and the Prieſts 


. bear rule by thcir- Means, and my People loveto have trfo, Jer.5. 


go, 31. Inthc Light of Truthſuch as theſe arc found out. 
* Again, He teſtified againſt ſuch as ran and were not ſent, ſaying, 
They wake you Vain; they ſpeak a V{10n of thei? own Heart, and not 


_ out of the Mouth of the Lord; 1 have not ſent theſe Prophits, yet 


y | ave not ſpokew-ro them, "yet theypropheſicd - but if thy 
"bad flood'in my Coinſtl, and had cauſed my Peopleitobear wy Words, 
- thenthey ſhaxld have turned thew from their Evil Way;' and from the 
Evil of their Doings, Jer. 2.3. Inthe Prophetical Diſpenfationſuch 
as ranfor Self-enfs, not being ſent of the Lord, the: Prophet's Te- 
|.mony 'was againft'them ;, for his Teſtimony the People firske 
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kim, ftocked him, imprifoned him, and forely perfecyted him: The 
fame is fulfilled in our dayes.« * YO 

E zc&itl was called of the Lord, chap. 1. he bare Teſtimony againk 
ach as came” by the will of Man, without a heavenly Call; he 
prophelied, Tint the Lord would deliver hm Flock, from the Month of 
ſuch, and ſet up One Shepherd, who ſhould fuud them « This one 
Shepherd is known, and the Shepherds that mind the Fleece mare 
than the Flock are turned from, Ezek. 34. 

Daniel, through the virtue and'inflijence. of vt Srins Word . 
was. made a Prophet, he fore-law the Meſſiab ;-4y Kingdom, 
and kow the Saints ſheuld take his Kingdom; . and. vxg)ſe Smſhing'of 
Tranſpgreffion, and of the putting an End: to Sin, and e&, making Is 
conciliation for Iniquity, and .of bringing in Everlafting Righ- 
teouſnels; 

Hoſea was called of the Lord, the Werd of the Lord came unte 
him, cap. 1. 1. he bare Teſtimony againft prophane Pricfts z ſaying, 
Ay Priple are defiroyed for lack of Knowledge; beeauſe thou haſt 16+. 
jebed Knowledge, I will alſo rejeft thee, that thou ſhalt be no Prieſt na 
r9 we, Hof. 4. And as Troops of Robbers wait for a wan, [o the 
Company of Priefly Alnracr in the Way by Cinſent, for they commit 
Lewaneſs, Hol. 6.9. YI 

Foe! the Prophet was called of the Lord, Foel 1, r. hepropheſied 
of the Glory of the Evangelical Diſpenlation, ſaying, It ſha# cows 
ropaſ afterward, that 1 will pour out wy Spirit nyen all Fleſh; your 
Sons and your Danghters ſhall propheſie,, your vid men ſhall dream 
Dreans, your young menſhall ſee Vifcons;, and upen the Seruants and 
Hand-maids, in thoſe days I wil peur out my Spirit, Jecl 2.28, 29. 
$o *tis the Spirit. of the Lord that enables to Pray, to Preach, te 
| Prophefic, to bear a faithful Teſtimony for the Lord; not acquired 
Mcathen Arte, Sciences, and natural Fongues. 

A515, a Herds-man, and a Gatheres of Sicomore Fruit, was 
called ofthe Lord to be a Prophet, Ames 1.1. hercbuked //rael, 
for that they would have had the. Lords Prophets (ilent, Amos 2:12. 
AwatLink ſaid unto Amer, O thou Seer, fleeintothe Land of [udah, 
there eat Bread, and Prophefie there; but Prophefis niet any 170 as 
Bethel, for it is rhe Kiigs Chappel, andit is the Kings Courr, Amos 7. 
Thus he wio had the Letter, without the Spirit, wonld have limit- 
vcd him that was in the Spirit, the Key which opens, and go man 
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can ſhut: And how man-made Minifters now, and ethers, in the 
Will of the Fleſh, have and do labour to Rop the Tcftimony of 
Truth, becauſe not born by Artiſts, Logicians, Philoſophers; I need 
ſay little. 

Obadich was called of the Lord, contrary to the Will of Man, 
cap. 1.1. he propheſied, That Sevienrs ſhould come wpon- Mount 
Zion, to judge the Hlownt of Eſau, and the Kingdom fhonld be the 
Lords, verl. 2x. | 

Jonah waned of theLord; the Word of the Lord came unto 

him, That be fþ, #14 preach Repentance unto Nineveh; but conſulting 
with Fleſh ang 5lood, he ftcared his' courſe to Tarſnſh; a great 
Fiſh ſwallowed him up ; through Repentance he was delivered,. and 
Sent to preach Repentance to Nineveh, Fonah 1,2, 3. chap. 
Micah was called of the Lord, cap. 1. 1. he bare Teftimony 
againſt ſuch as came by the Will of man; ſaying, Th ſaith the 
Lord concerning the Prophets that make my People Err, andery, Peace, 
Peace; and he that pats not into their Menthes, they prepare War 
againſt him: In the Living Word that came to Miceb, ſuch Teachers 
are now ſeen, preparing War againftthem that put not into their 
Mouthes, that refuſe to give them Tythe, Eaſter-reckenings, Mid- 
fummer-dues, Martin-Maſs-Calves, Mortuaries, Reck-pennies, 
ſuch they Sue, recover Fribble Damages, Impriſon z what ſpoil is 
made on this account, very many Pariſhes in Englernd affords Ex- 
amples. The Sun was gone down over ſuch Prophets, yea,. Night 
was upon them, and they had no Viſton nor Anſwer of God, Micah 
3.5,6,7. New fuchas deny Revelation and Viſion, the Sun is 
one down unto them, Night is upon them. Further ſaith Aceh, 
The Heads judge for Rewards, and the Priefis teach for Hire, the 
Prophets divine for Money; yet willthey lean upon the Lord, and ſay, 
Ts not the Lord among mw? Micah 3.11. In the ſame Spirit now 
revealed, ſuch are now ſcen. 

Nahum was called of the Lord, cap. 1. 1. he ſpake of ſlumber- 
ins Shepherds, cap. 3.28. In the Soul-quickning, Life-reſtoring 
Word, ſuch Slumberers and Sleepers are now ſeen, who are not kept 
waking to Righteouſneſs, nor vigilant for the good. of their 
Flocks. 

Habakksk was called of the Lord, cap. 1. 1. he prophefied ofa 
comfortable Diſpenſatien, of the feattering of the Exhalations of 

Darkneſs, 
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Darkneſs and Ignorance; faying, The Earb ſhaft be filed with the 
Knowledge of the Glery of the Lord, a Wiwters cover the Sta, cap. 
4 i 4- _ k, 
Zaphaviah was called of the Lord, cap. T. 1. he zeſtified, Thar 
the Lord would cut off the Names of the Chemarims, that is, Black 
goats, with the Prieſts, Zeph. 1.4. He faid of Feruſalew, That 
her Prophets were Light and Treacherons Perſons; that her Prieffs had 
polluted the Sanftnary, and bad done Violence to the Law, Cap. 3. 4. 
Such as have no Call but of man, will be found guilty hereof. 
 Haggai mas called of the Lord, he cryed out, ſaying, 7s it time 
for youto dwell in your Ceiled — and this Honſe lie waſte? cap.1. 
Soch are in Tranſgreſſion, who dwell in their own, who cover them- 
ſelves with the black Curtain of Self, and natural Endowments, and 
negle the Diſpenſation of God, where the buikling of the true 
Temple is. 

Zechariah was ealled of the Lord, cap..1. 1. he bate Teftimony 
againſt ſuch as ran unſent; ſaying, Wo to the Ido! Shepherd that lea- 
weth the Flock; the Sword ſhall ze upon his Arm, and upon his Right 
Eye; his Armſhall be clean aryed up, and his right Eye ſhall be atters 


ty darkned, Cap. 11.17. 


Malachi was called of the Lord, cap. 1.1. he reproved the 
Prieſts for negleing the Covenant, cap. 2. 1, 2. as man made Mi- 
nifters now are juftly reproveable for negleAing the new Covenant, 
the Law written in the Heart, the Spirit put in the inward Parts, 
the great bleſſing of the Evangelical Dilpenſation. 

Fohn the Baptiſt was called of the Lord, without recourſe to 
Heathen Arts and Sciences, ſpoiling Philoſophy, Luke 1. tg. Luke 


« I, 2+ 

: Chriſt Feſwa, the End of the Law, the End of the Prophets, in 

his prepared Body, called not the Wiſe and Prudent, Painted Ora- 

ters, Subtil Sophiſters, Crafty Logicians and fpoiling Philoſophers, 

but weak and contemptible Inſtruments, as unlearned Fiſher-men to 

preach the Everlaſting Goſpel, that they might be inhim, what 

they were, that they might be Work-men ſolely and wholely, 

thorow his Power, Virtue and Influence ; not thorow acquired Arts, 

Parts and Sciences, Mat. 4. 18, &c. 

Chrift tent not Orators (faith Aug»ſti») to work upon Fiſher- 
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men, Andrew and others, but by theſe Fifhet-men he reduecd Kings. 
and Kmperors to the ſaving Knowledge of the Truth. 

Omnipotency being Agent, faith oac, it matters nothiag what: 
fike the Inftruwent be. LON 20 NONE? 2207 hh 

Of Fifker-men he made them Fiſhers of men; they came to the 
Diſcipleſhip te learn of Chriſt, before they came to the Apoſtleſhip 
to be Preachers of Chriſt; they were taught and caught by him, 
before they taught and caught others, 

Unlearned Fiſhermen, ſaith Ferom, arc ſent to preach, that the 
Faith of Believers way not be thought to be gotten by the Power 
of man, but by the Teaching of God. 

Chriſt ſent his Apoſtles (faith Chry/ofom) as the Sun ſends out 
his Raycs, as the Rolc ſcads eut its ſweet Odour, as the Fire dit- 
perſes its Sparks, 

If youdonot firmly believe, faith Zainglizs, tiiat you may be 
taught of God, without the teachings of men, you are without true 
F aith, De veritate ver b5. 

'Chrift ſaid unto his D'ſciples, Pray the Lord of the Harveſt, 
that he will ſend forth Laebonrers into his Harv:ſt, Mat.g. 38. He 
bad them not have recourſe unto Schools an] Colledges, to natural 
Languages, Arts andSciences, but to the Lord of the Harveft; no 
other Fountainnor Weil-ſpring he commended them to, but ts the 
Lord of the Harveſt : So the qualifying aud ſending of Goſpel Mi- 
Qiſters is the Lords Prerogative Royal. 

Fulke, Auguſtin, Marierat, Poole, Biſhop Fewel, and many 
more which raight be mentioned, fav on this Scripture, That Mini- 
ters of the Goſpel are ſent of the word, and are furniſhed and qua- 
lified by him for that Work, and that all others are Intruders; as 
'Chriſt ſent the Twelve, ſohe ſent the Seventy,” Lake 10. Heſaid 
to his Diſciples, As my Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend ] yeu, John: 
20.21. 

Bifop Uſher in Vindication of: the Walaenſes, by way of Apology 
ſaid, God d1d.chnſe Fiſhermen, that ſs he might nat give by Glory to 
another; the little Ones that acked Bread, received the ſame; but the 
Learned being bufitd about vain Conteniions and. Difputations were 
fent empty away. | | 
Further, Chriſt after his Reſurreftion bad his Diſcip'es, War 
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fer the Premiſe of the Father ; ſaying, Ye ſhall rrerive Power, after 
that the holy Ghoft is come upen you, and ye ſhaft b: Witneſſes uats we, 

both 5n Jcrufalem, axd in a8 Judea, and Jamaria, ana unto the 

nitermoſt part of the Earth, Afts 1.4, 8. So that their Witnefs- 

bearing was an Effet of the Lordyheavenly Appearance in them and 

among thems And who run without this, relying on their ſtock of 
Natural Tongues, Heathen Arts and Sciences, they will be found 

falſe Witncfles. 

Without the concurrence of Spiritual Aid,faith Spark, the King's 
Chapline, the rareſt Orators are but as ſounding Braſs and tinkling 
Cimbals. 

Chriſt's Diſciples were unkearned men, but he gifted them, and 
Made them learned in Spiritual Learning, before he ſent them a- 
broad, inſomuch that the Rulers, Elders, Scribes, High Prieft, &c. 
maryclicd at the boldneſs of Peter and Fohn, perceiving that they 
were unlearned and ignorant men; and they took knowledge of 
them, that they had been with Jeſus, As 4. 13. 

As Biſhop Yewel ſaid of Councils, God is able, not only with- 
out Councils, but alſo againſt Councils, both to defend and to en- 
large his Kingdom, in Apel. Sol fay, Chriſt the ſame yeſterday, 
to day and foreyer; is able to qualifie and accompliſh, and doth qua- 
lifie and accompliſh for theMiniftry,ſuch as are his Miniſters, without 
ſending them to the bitter Waters of Heathen Wiſdom, Heathen 
Learning: "Tis Heathen, not Chriſtian Education Iſpeak againſt. 

Further, the Apoſtles chuſing ſeven Deacons, we read not that 
they enquired for men profound in Heathew Arts and Sciences, but 
for men of Honeft Report, full of the holy Ghoſt and Wiſdom, A#s 
G. 3. So that the holy Spirit only qualified for that Work. 

Panl was called of the Lord for the Goſpel Miniſtry : White un- 
touched with the Finger of Heaven, his Recourſe was unto the 
High Prieſt, to receive Commiſhon from him; but after the hea- 
venly Touch, his Cry was, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ? 
Afts 9. While he had nothing but what he received at the Feet 
of Cawalril, he ran a fierce Carreer, faith one, to the zenith of 
Perſecution; at length a heavenly. Sifte gradum Saule, cauled him 
to run Retrograde; and in his Apology before King Aprirpa, he 
aſcribes his Call, not to Gawalzel, bur to the Lord, As 26, As 
20. Gal.1. 2Cor.3.5,6. ACall, faith Aug. pri. cannot be 
4ayfull, except it be of Ged. Bs 
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over the which the holy Spirit hath made you Over-ſeers, that is, Bi- 


Sus (14) Fl F 
As for Biſhops Goſpel-Biſhops, they ate called of the Lord; 
therefore Par ſaid, Take heed ro your ſelves, and to all rhe Floek, 


ſhops, Ads 20.28, ey are made ſuch, truly ſuch, by the holy 
Spirit z Aug. Marl. teſtifies the very fame. Now if any bear that 
Name, or pretend that Office, without the Spirit, ſuch are Apoſ- 
cops, faith Eſpeuſem, rather than Epiſcops,' By-ſeers, rather than 
Over-ſecers. | 

Further, Pax! called of the Lord, bare this Teſtimony, ſaying, 
How ſhall they preach, except they be ſent? Rom.10. 15. Aug. 
AMarl, ſaid on this place, This is ſpoken againſt them who go to the 
Miniſtry without a Call, who run, not beingfent; hereupon they 
do no good ; what they do, *tis for their Bclleys ſake, not for the 
Glory of God. Poole on the ſame place, ſpeaks to the ſame 
purpole. 

Further, Paul inhis Epiſtle to the Epheſians, ſaid, When he aſ- 
cended up on High, he led Captiuity Captive, and gave Gifts mito 
men ;, and he gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, arid ſome Ewvan- 
geliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers; for the Perfetting of the 
Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, Ephel. 4. So that Apoſtles, 
Prophets, Evangeliſts, Paſtors, Teachers, Biſhops, Elders, Dea- 
cons, as truly {uch, are qualified by the Gift of the Lord, not by 
Natural Tongues, Heathen Arts, Sciences, Endowments, Accoms 
pliſhments; theugh Tongues may be, and are ufeful in their place : 
Gave Gifts to men, ſaith the Apoſtle; the Hebrew Pſalmiſ# hath it, 
Pal, 68. 18. Thox received Gifts for men: Chriſt received them, 
that he might give them. Gave Gifrsto men; the Pſalmiſt adds, 
Even tothe Rebellious ; The Rebellious have a Gift to lead them out 
of the ſtate of Reþellion, or to leave them inexculable, if they con- 
tinue therein. | 

Paul to Timothy and Titws, ſetting down the required Qualifica- 
tions of Biſhops and Deacons, mentions no Mathematicks, Logicks, 
Spoiling Philotophy, but Gravity, Blamelefſneſt, Sobricty, Juſtice, 
Holiref, Temperaree, &c, 1 Tim. 3. Tit. 1. 

Were ſuch men taken into holy Orders, faith the Authox 
of the Book called, The Naked Truth, and conftituted Paſtors, 
the Church of Chriſt would be better edified, though Plato, Ariſ- 
toile, Euclid, Scotw, Aquings, were never known to them; the 
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holy Sciptures are able to makg wiſe unto Salvation, through Faith in 
Chriſ# Feſns : If fo, why are Heathen Philoſophers ſo much doted 
upon? And ali Scripture is given by the Inſpiration of God; andis 
profitable for Dottrine, for Reproof, for Correfion, for Inflruttion in 
Righteonſneſ1,that the man of God may be Perfeit, throughly furniſhed 
w7te every good Work, 2 Tim. 3. Mark, throughly furniſhed, with- 
out Logick, Spoiling Philoſophy, Pagan Ethicks, Phyficks, Meta» 
phyſicks, School-Divinity : If throughly furniſhed without theſe, 
what need of thele ? 

The Minifterial Office may be better performed, ſaith the Au- 
ther,by Grave and Conſcientious men, though they never ſaw Uni- 
verſity, nor know any Language, but their Mother-Tongue,than by 
any Ariftoteliſt, Scotifſt, Aquinatift, with their knacks of Quiddities, 
Qualitics, Syllogiſms, Enthimems, DiſtinCtions & Subſumptions,&c. 

Were ſuch Grave and Conſcientious Perſons, faith this Author, 
admitted into the Miniftry, as the Apoſtles ordained, ſuch Preach- 
ing ſct up as theypraQtiſed, and all other decryed, then Thouſands 
in the Nations would preach the Goſpel for Conſcience ſake. 

Pal ſpeaking of the Aaronicel Priefihood, ſaid, No man taketh 
this Honenr te himſelf, but he that is calledof God, as Aaron was, 
Heb. 5.4. Aaron was not to execute the Prieſts Office, till called 
of God; he was to be anointed with Oyl, to have a Breaſt-plate, 
and the Urim and Thumm init, a Girdle, &c. Exod. 28. With- 
out theſe he was not to Miniſter, a Type of Chriſt, and of the 
Evangelical Miniſtry, fulfilled in the Subſtance, Chriſt Jeſus, a 
Kingdom of Pricfts, a Royal Prieſthood, into which no man is to 
intrude, nor pretend, till called of God, furniſhed with the hea- 
_ venly Anointing,Breaft-plate of Righteouſneſs, Urim and Thummim, 

Light and PerfteAion, Girdle of Truth, &c. Such as deny an Imme- 
diate Call, and eonfeſs they have not the Apoſtles Spirit, they want 
their Armour, their Breaſt-plate, they plead againſt their Urim and 
 Thummim, Light and Perfection: foare man-made Minifters ex- 
«|uded from the Call of the Aaronical Pricfthood, theType, and of 
Chriſt, the Subſtance, and of the Evangelical Miniſtry. 

The Call of God,ſaith Aug. Marlorat,on this place;makes a Lawful 
Office, this was common to Chriſt & Aeren,for Cod call'd them both. 

Let ſuch (faith one) as run before they be ſent, with their Dead, 
Carnal, Formal Worſhip and Errogious Doctrines, RE 
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Nadeb and Abihu, with their ſtrange Fire, ſuch as was not ſen? 
down from Heaven, Lov. 10. Cores and (his Complices with theiz 
diſma! Ulnrpations, Alumb. 16. Uzzs with his exemplary Punifit- 
ment, 1 Chron. I 3. | 

The Lord commanded, That [wel of the Sons of Aaron «« bad 
Blemiſhes and Corporal Deformities, ſhould not execute the Priefts Of- 
fie, Lev. 21. Implying, that Gofpel Miniſters ſhould be freed 
from Spiritual Blemiſhes, the Defilements of Sin, Iniquity, Sn- 
perſtition and Idolatry; whom the Lord calls to be his Witneffes, 
ke reconcils them to himlelf, and cleanſes them from the Dehlemertts 
ef Boy, Soul and Spirit. 

T:iic legal Pricft was not to be blind, but was to have his Eyes 
fant; implyins, that Goſpel Minifters, anointed with heavenly 
Eye-falve, are Qjick-ſighted, net Blind, but Openers of Blind 
Eycs: *Tis faid of Hagar, That God opened her Eyes, and ſhe ſaw 
« Weliof Water, Gen.21. So the Lord opens the Eycs of his Wit - 
refſes. to fre the Well of the Water of Life, and to fecl its comfort- 
able V.ittue; ſo they cannot but invite others thereunto, and that 
Freely; and blind Watck-men are offended, fuch as have no Call, 
but from Man, commended thereto through Natural Tonzues, 
Heat%cn Arts and Sciences: Fhele are Blind, not Goſpel! Mi- 
niſters. | 

Fhe legal Prieft was not to be Lame, Lameneſs was prohibited ; 
Goſpel Miniſters are not Spiritually Lame, They run withent Wears- 
xf, wk with: ut Fainting; but Man made Miniſters are in Spiri- 
tual Lamenels, not knowing the ufe of that Foot that leads to 
Life; thele haſt in the Way: How can they fay, as Pan!, thatex« 
cellent Way-guide faid, Z&8 ye Followers of wr, even a6 I alſo anc of 
Chriff? 1 Cor.1t. And walk, av you have 4 for an Example, Phil. 

37. 

Tie legal Prieft was not to have a flat Noſe, fuch as have their 
Clfattory Nerve, is eften obſtructed, to that they arc void of the 
fenſ: of Savour : Goſpel Minifters, called of the Lord, they favour 
the things of the Lord, they ſavour the Sweetnels of Chrift's good 
Oyjntinent, and are refreſhed thereby; but Man made Mmiſters, 
through a ſpiritual Obftruion, they laveur net the Things of Ged, 
but their Underftancings are {odarkned and depraved, as that they 
call Ectl Good, and Good Evil; and pim Darkneſs for Light, _ 

Light 
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Light for Darkneſs, and put Butter for Sweet, and Sweet for Bitter, 
Ita. &. 20. 

The legal Prieſt was not to have any thing Superfluous, Exceſs in 
Number, Quantity or Quality, implying, that ſuch as are truly 
called to the Evangelical Miniſtry, to the Goſpel Diſpenfation, what 
they are, they are in the Lord, New Creatures; Old Things are 
put off, all things are become New. Fames admoniſhei] the ſcat- 
tered Tribes, To lay apart all Filthineſs, and Super fluity of Naugh- 
tineſs, and to receive with Meekneſs the Engrafted Word, which was 
able to ſave their Souls, James 1, 21. 

The legal Prieſt was not to be broken Footed, nor broken Hand- 
ed. What implies this ? That ſuch as are truly called into the Go- 
ſpel Miniſtry, they are Sound Footed and Handed; the Foot of 
their Mind keeps in S/075 Way, it breaks not off from the Way of 
God, it keeps-in the Path of Judgment ; their Hands handle the 
Word of Life ; but ſuch as have no Call, but of man, they are Re» 
volters, broken off from the Path of Life. 

The legal Pricſt was not to be Crook-Backt: What implies this, 
but that Goſpel Minifters, made ſo, contrary to the Will-of Man, 
are not prefſed down with the weight and burden of worldly Cares ? 
Now, what but the World, its Pleaſures, Profits, Lucre, Gain, 
Advantages and Preferments is in the Eye of Man made Minifters ? 

The legal Prieft was not to be a Dwarf, of ſmall Bodily Rature; 
implying, That the Miniſters of the Goſpel, impoweredfrom above, 
muſt not be tinted in ſpiritual Growth, not Novices of low ſtature 
in the ſaving Truth, but grow like the Palm Tree, Tall, Upright, 
always Green, Flouriſhing, Fruitful in ſpiritual Growth, always 
tending Heaven-ward, till they attain unto the meaſure of the 
ature of the Fulneſs of Chrift, Epbeſ. 4. But ſuch asarecalled 
by the will of Man, and ſtand therein, they are ftrangers to the 
firſt Principle of pure Religion, not fo far as the'Novice, or young 
Schollar's ſtate; ſo no Miniſters of Chrift. 

The legal Prieſt was not to have a Blemiſh in his Eye, whereby 
his ſight might be diminiſhed or depraved;z implying, That the 
Evangelical Witnefſes, whoſe Eyes are anointed with ſpiritual Eyc- 
falve, grow up inclearneſs of Underſtanding, for their comfortable 
walking with God, and for bringing of athers into the Path of the 
Ranfomed; but Man made Miniſters may be exquiſite «in Tongues, 
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Arts, Hiftories, Civil and Eccleftaftical, Councils, Fathers, Schoo1- 
men, yet {pirituaily blind, 

The legal Prieſt was not to be Scorbutical nor Scabbed, wherein 
the Peccant humor of corrupt Bleod fo abounded, that 1t brake out 
and deformed the Fleſh ; this rendred a man uncapable of diſchars- 
ing the Priefts Office: What implies this, but that the Goſpel! 
Miniſters ſhould throngh the Power, Virtue and Influence of the 
Croſs of Chriſt know the Fleſh Crucified, with the AﬀeQions and 
Lufts thereof, and lift up pure Hearts and clean Hands without wa- 
vering-and doubting ? but ſuch as have no Qualification, but from 
Man, from Natural Tongues, Arts, Science:, Pagan Metaphy- 
ficks, the Virtue of the Croſs not being knoivn, Flcth ruling with- 
in, manifcſts it ſelf without. 

The legal Pricft was not to be Concr ſu tefliculo, that is, have 
his Stones broken ; this ImperfeRion unqualified the Sons of Aaros, 
Gil: inabled them from executing the Prieſts Office : This implies, 
that the Lord's Witneſſes under the Evangelical Difpentation, 
ſhould be enabled to beget others into the healing Power of the 
Living God. Paul told the Corinthians, laying, /n Chriſt Jeſus 1 
have begotten you through the Goſpel, 1 Cor. 4.15. Phil.10. Now 
Man made Miniſters beget others into dry, partched, ſandy Forms, 
without Power, and perſecute others for Non-Compliance there- 
unto. 

Peter the Apoftle gave a pregnant and lively Teſtimony for a Di- 
vine and Immediate Call, ſaying, As every wen hath received the 
Gift, even ſowinfter the ſame one to another, as good Steward: of tha 
wanifold Grace of God, 1 Pet. 4. 10. So Goſpel Minifters miniftcy 
outof the Treaſure of God's Gift ; not from a ftock acquired by 
Natural Languages, Arts and Sciences. | 

Further, , faith Peter, 1f any man feak, let him peak 4; the Oracles 
cf God : If any man miniſter, let him doit, as of the Ability which 
God giveth, verſ. 11. Sothat the true Miniſtry proceeds from the 
Spring of divine Ability; not from the muddy Lake of acquired 
Pagan Arts, Parts and Endowments. | 

Nothing conduces more, faith Axg. 37arl. on this place, to cor- 
red Murmurings, then. in conſidering that we miniſter not of our 
own, but «hat the Lord hath given us. 

Fuzthes, *tis ſaid, 1 will give Power unto my twe Witneſſes, and 
they 
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they ſhall Propheſie 4 Thuuſand Two Hundred and Threeſcore Dayes 
clothed in Sackeloth, Rev. 11.3. Goſpet Minifters; faith Pare cn” 
this place, who are the Lords Witneſſes, are impowercd and qua- 
lied by the Lord, for the Performance and Diſcharge of their 
Work. 

Aﬀter three Cayes and a half, the Time of the Beaſts Reign, that 
aſcended cut of the Bottomleſs Pit, and Locuſts coming out of the 
Smoke, Anti-chriſtian Teachers bred and qualified in the Smoke of 
humane Wiſdom, Spoiling Philoſophy, Unſavory Scheol Divigi- 
ty, whereby Kindreds, Tongues and Pcople are made Drunk. . L 
ſay, after the Reign of the Beaſt, and of the Locuſts, Antichriſt 
and his Man made Miniſtry, Fehs fore-tells the Reſtoration of Wit- 
nefles, and of their Call to the Miniſtry; ſaying, The Spirit of 
Life from God entred into them, Rev. 11. 11. So that the Succel» 
fon of true Witnefſes of the true Miniftry, after the. Apoſtacy, 
ſhall be through the Operation of the Spirit; not through the 
Smoke of the Pit, Speiling Philoſophy, School Divinity ; and 
throug!: the Operation of the Finger of the Antient of Dayes, 
The Kingdoms of this World ſhall become the Kingdoms of our Lord, 
and of hu Chriſt, and he ſhall Reign forever and ever, Rev. 11.15. 

So that the Spirit of Life entring into men, after the Beaſt and 
his Locufts, Anti-chriſt and bis Minifters have had their Day, is to 
be the on'y Qualifier for the Evangelical Diſpenſatien. Moſt of the 
Miriſters among the Waldenſes were Trades-men, as Merchants, 
Fiſher-men, Taylors, Shoe-makers, Husband-men ; and theſc Wal- 
denſes, antient Proteſtants, Witneſſes againſt the apoſtatiſed Rowan 
Church, bare Teftimony, That it were lawful fer any to Preach, 
who were called of God : Though Strangers to Natural Tongues, 
Arts, Sciences, Philoſophy, ſuch the living God is raifing-up to 
ftand on their Feet, and they muſt bear their Teſtimony in order to 
Seaſon, and reQifie the Nations; though by the Sons. of Belial, 
under the Dctulion of Anti-chrift, they be branded as Anti-magi- 
ratical and Anti-miniftcria), and Perlecated. 
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| Of «a Humane Call into the Miniſtry. 


\V Hile the Primitive Faith was kept, the Miniſters of the 


Goſpel were <tars in Heaven, ſhining as Stars through: 


purity of DodGrine, and heavenly Spotleſs Coverſation; while Stars 
in Heaven, fixt in heavenly Places in Chriſt Jeſus, they had the hea- 
venly Key, lctting them into the royal Court of the Lords Pre- 
ſence; they entertained no Wiſdom in Church or School, but what 
was Heavenly, no Call into the Miniſtry, but what was Divine, 
Immediate, contrary'to the Will ot Man: Holy men of God, as 
Peter laid, fpake as they were moved by the holy Ghoſt: Yea, and 
theſe in the Life of Righteovſnefs, Power of Godlineſs, faw ſuch as 
got the Letter without the Spirit, the Scriptures without the 
Power, and bare Teſtimony againft them to be falſe Teachers, 
Antichrifts, Preaching for filthy Lucre, Gifts and:Rewards, Yea; 
Paul ſpake of the Riſe of Selt-lovers, Covetous, &c. who ſhould 
have the Form of Godlineſs, without the Power thereof, Scrip- 
tures without the Spirit; fuch, faid he, are to be turned from, 
2 Tim.3. 

Fohn foreſaw a great Star fall from Heaven, to Earth, then be- 
ing in the Earth; -an earthly Key was thruſt into the hand of his 
Mind, even the Key of the Bottomleſs Pit; out of the Pit aroſe a 
Smoke, darkning Sun and Air,' Spoiling, Corrupting and Depra- 
ving the Glory and Purity of the Primitive' Church : What was 
this Smoke? * Earthly Wiſdom guſhing asa heady Torrent into 
Church and School, "Traditions, 'Etrors, Lyes, ſtrange DoQtrines, 
Superſtition, Idolatry, Lacivious Poems, Wanton Comedies, 


Vain Tragedies, Frivolous Fables, Spoiling Philoſophy, Heathen 


Logicks, Ethicks, Metaphyſicks : As this Smoke ſteamed into 
Church and School, the Pearl of heavenly Wiſdom, and the Pure, 
Divine, Immediate Call into the Miniftry was loft in the Smoke, 
Yea, and Fehs foreſave Locufts come out of the Smokes: —_ 
fiat f 
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that? Swarms of Man-made Miniſters, bred and qualified in the 
Smoke of earthly Wiſdom, be they Garduates or Under-eraduates, 
if they have nothing hut from Man , ſo that ſince the ſteaming in of 
that Smoke, the Call hath been of Man, through Natural Lan- 
Suages,. Heathen Arts, Parts, Endowments, Qualifications at 
Schools and Colledges; yea, and the Locufts have been fo ſenſe- 
lef; and benummed, as to plead againft: any other Call, or Manner 
of Qualification. | | | 

The true Miniſtry was and' is peculiar to the New man, 2 Per. 
7.21. Fohn20.21. But the heavenly Capacitating Ability, being 
foſt, through the Smoke of the Pit, a Qualification without was ſef 
up in the place of it,. gained by Schools, Univerſities,. Languages, 
Spoiling Philoſophy ; ſo Pteaching is made an Art of the old Man, 
by Antichriſt, 

Let none apprehend that I deny Schools of Learning ; for 
Schools teaching the knowledge of the Creation, and of uſeful and 
neceſſary Things, and Languages, uſeful in their place, I own; bur 
*tis the Lord of the Harveſt that muſt ſend forth Labourers inta 
the Harveft ; Univerfities cannot do that. 

1 might produce a Cloud of Witneſſes, ſhewing, that after the 
Beaſt was riſen out of the Sea, and Earth, Apoſtatilſed Chriſtendons 
was become as Waters, Kindreds, Tongues, People and Nations 
profefling Chriſtianity, yet were made crunk with the Cup of For- 
nication, Spiritual Idolatry ; no other Call into the Miniftry was 
admitted, but what was gained at Schools and Univerſities, by Ac- 
quired Tongues, Heathen Arts and Sciences; though in all or mo 
of Apes, as by the Waldenſes, Alhigenſes, &c. the Lord had his 
Witneſſes, bearing Teſtimony to the Virtue and Power of a divine 
Call, and that without it, all Natural, Tongues, Heathen Arts and: 
Sciences were inſignificant and inſufficient. 

In- the dayes of King Henry the 4th, the King, Lords and Bi- 
ſhops agreed, That no man within his Dominions ſhould preach 
privily, or otherwiſe, without ſpecial Licenfe of the Ordinary of 
thefime place. Was not this an Uſurpation of the Prerogative of 
the Lordof.the Harveft. 

Before Henry the 8th's dayes, the King nominared who ſhould 
be Biſhop of fuch a Dioceſs; being preſented to the Pope, the 
Pope was to approve of. him; After the Popes Approbation, he. 

| Was. 
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was conſecrated by the Arch-Biſhop in Englaxd. In the Apoft'e; 


dayes Biſhops were made by tte holy Gholt, As 20. 28. 

Henry the 8th caſting off the Pope, then he and his Parliament 
Enacted, That no Biſhop ſhould be commended to the Pope; but 
that the Ring ſhould nominate them, and approve of them to be [:f- 
ficient Miniſters. 

About the year 1547. Edward the 6th put forth InjunQions, That 
none ſhould preach, except ſufficiently Licenſed. 

Kins Fames Enjoyned, That none ſhould Preach, except 
lawſully Liccnſed thereto, by the King or the Bifhop, Fox Atts 
& Aon, 

Queen ary, in the firſt year of her Reign Enjoyned, That 
none ſhould preach, but ſuch as were allowed of by her Authority, 
0 by the Arch-Biſhop, or by the Uniyerſitics of Oxford andl Cams 

ridge. 

F the thirteenth Year ef Queen Elizab:th *twas Enated, That 
n3ne ſhould be made Miniſters, or admitted to preach, unleſs he 
were able to anſwerand render to the Ordinary an Account of his 
Faith in Latin, that is, he was to be a Lingws/t, a Schollar. Now 
bow Peter and Fohs, unlearned and ignorant men, could have pallcd 
{uch a Tryal, let the wile in Heart judge. 

Further,Quecn Elraabeth Enafted, That none ſhould be admitced 
to any Benefice, or above the value of 301. per ann. unlefs he were a 
Batchelor of Divinity, or allowed of by the Ur.iverfity of Oxford 
or Cambridge. Now how Peter and John, and others, the Mini- 
ters the of Waldenſes and Albigenſes, being moſt of them Trades- 

men, Non-Entes of no ftanding in Univerſities, could have pafſed 
this Tryal, I lee not, though called by the Lord of the Harveſt to 
labour in the Vineyard. 

In the Year 1644. the Parliament made an Ordinance to au- 
thorize the Presbyter Aſſembly of Diwvines, for the Ordination of 
M:nifters, and gave them Rules for the Examination of ſuch as 
were to be ordained by them; as, Whether they had Sworn, and 
tkrn the Covenant? What Degree they had taken in the Univer ſay, 
&c? Herein, notwithſtanding the (welling pretence of Reforma» 
tion, Chrift, the Lord of the Harveſt was denyed. 

IntheYcar 1653. Oliver Cromwell and his Council ordained, for 
the Apprgbation of publick Preachers, and appointed Commiſſio- 
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ners for that purpoſe, to judge of the Abilities of men, before they 
were adinitted to preach. And how fuch were entertaintd, who 
weie ent by the Lord of the Harveſt, to bear witnels againit Man- 
made Miniſters, and their Unicriptural Covetous Pradtices, 'tis freſh 
in the remembrance of many. 

Now you that plead for a Mediate Humane Call, let me thus Rea- 
ſon with you, Muft the Aeronica! Prieſthood, which typed out 
Chrift,and the Prophetical Diſpenſation,which foreſawChrift, allow 
of r.o Call but what was Divine, contrary to the Will of man? And 
muſt the Evangelical Diſpenſation,the Subſtance,the end of the Law, 
the end of the Prophets, the Glery of Diſpenſations, lean upon the 
bruiſed Reeds of a Humane Mcdiate Call,by Natural Tongues, Hea- 
then Arts and Sciences? Ihavedone when I have anſwered a few: 
Objections. 

Objeltion, As 1. 24. 

Anſwer, This makes nothing for a Mumane Melſiate Call by the 
Will of man, but againſt it : The Apoftles, after the ReſurreRion 
and Aſecntion of Chrift, judged it expedient, that one ſhould be 
ordained a Witnefs with them of the RefurreRion of Chrift, in- 
Rtcad of ZFudss, who was gore to his place, they appointed two, 
Foſeph and Metthia, men that had been converſant among them, 
had ſeen the glorious and wonderful Works of Chrift, grew up in 
the Faith of the Golpel with them. not trained up in Natural 
Tongues, Heathen Arts and Sciences, Logicks, Spoiling Philsſo- 
phy, Pagan Metaphylicks, for that purpoſe ; and the Apoſtles ſaid, 
Then Lord, which knoweſt the Hearts of all men, ſhew whether of 
theſe two thou haft choſen, Aﬀts 1.24 Mark this, Whether of 
theſe two thou haft choſen. So that the adding of him to the 
eleaven Apoſtles, they aſcribed it to the Lord's Call, Choice or 
Ele&ion. 


Obj. Moſes wes learned in allthe Wiſdowe of the Rgyptians,. 
Aas 7.22. 


Anſw. *Tistrne; but his e&-ypriay Wiſdom was not his Call, 
into the Work of the Lord; n:ither his e£gyptien Philoſophy, 
Hieroglyphicks, nor the Smaragdine Table of Hermes Tri/mgiftne, 
could qualific him fos that, notwithſtanding his egyptian Wildom; 
yet- 
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yet when he was to be concerned for the Lord, he was (asI may 
ſay) Mute; the' Lord .ſaid to him, Go, «nd I nill be with thy 
Mouth, ard will teach thee what thou ſhalt ſay, Exod. 4.12, Here 
he is drawn from the muddy Lake of «Egyptian Wildom, to have 
his Dependance and Reliance upon the Mouth and Teaching of the 
Living God, from whom he had lis Call. 

The Smyke of the Bottomleſs Pit, faith the Book called, The 
Naked Truth, hath ſo blinded men, as that it is grown up into a ge- 
neral Opinion, that none are fit to be admitted into holy Orders, 
but Univerſity Students; and if he hath learnt a little to chop Lo- 
Sick, he is preſently deemed fit to divide the Word of Truth, and 
is caſily inſtituted into a Living ;z and if he can bring fome nice Me- 
taphyſical Speculations from Ar:fterle, ſome Theological DiſtinQi- 
ons from Thomas Aquinas, then he is judged worthy of two or 
three Livings. And thus Univerſity Youth, and even Boys of no 
Experience, faith this Author, are made Spiritual Paſtors, the 
moſt weighty Office in the World. 


Obi. Aﬀr13. 2,3, 4 


Anſw. This makes nothing for a Humane Mediate Call, -acqui- 
red by Heathen Arts, Sciences and Philoſophy, but againſt it; the 
holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Barnabas and Saul, for tht Work where- 
unto [ have called them | Mark this, Whereuntol have called them ] 
So they being ſent forth by the holy Ghoſt, &c. {Mark this, ſent 
forth by the holy Ghoſt.) Here both their Call and Miſſion is aſcri- 
bed to the holy Ghoſt. Further, if Pan! was not called before 
that, he preached without a Call, 4s 9.6. where Sawl ſaid, 
Lord, what wilt thou havemetodo? Here he was taken off from 
the Mouth of the High Prieft, to the Lord, to know his Will, and 
do it, verſ, 15.20. Heavenly Wiſdom being revealed, his Ido- 
lized, Magnified, and highly Prized Arts, Parts and Endowments, 
fetched from Philoſophers, he accounted as Dung and Drofs. 

It is an Error (faith Luther) to ſay, that a Divine is not made 
without Ar:ftotle; rather a Divine is not made, Except that be done 
without Ari/fotle, Tom, 1. Fol. 10. 

The weighty Work of the Miniſtry (faith Poole on this place ) 
5 _ to .þc undertaken without the Command and Miſhon of 
k Oc, 


Nor.e 


(25) | 
None but ſuch as ate choſen and2led of God,can be fit to preach 
the Goſpel. Aug. Marl, on this place. 

No kind of men are leſs capable of receiving the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, than they that have their Mind ſtuffed with the Opinions of 
Scicaces ; theſe leave no room for the holy Spirit,laith Cornel, Agrip. 
Of the Vanity of Sciences. 


Obj. 1 Tim. 4. 14. 


Anſw. This is nothing to prove a Humane Mediate Call, but the 
contrary. Paul writing to Timothy ſaid, Neglef# not the Gift that 
z5 tn thee; There wasa Divine Gift in him, which he was not toneg- 
le, but to improve for the Edification of others. Timothy was 
a holy man, and he was to miniſter, and did miniſter from the virtue 
and influence of a heavenly Gift in him ; hereby he came to the Mi- 
niſtry, not through Natural Tongues, Heathen Arts, Sciences, 
Metaphyſicks, Spoiling Philoſophy. From the dignity of the 
Calling, ſaith Arg, Afarl. on this place, Pax! exhorted Timothy, 
That for the Edification of the Church, he would improve that Grare 
wherewith he was endued. To the ſame purpole he wrote to him a 
ſecond Epiſtle, ſaying, Wherefore I put thee in remembrance, That 
theu fiir up the Gift of God that is inthee, chap. 1.6. There was a 
heavenly Giit in him, out of which, as a faithful Steward, he was 
to miniſter for the good of others. Timothy (faith Aug. Marl. on 
this place) wanted not this Gift before, but then it ſhewed itſelf 
more evidently, when the Charge or Care of Teaching othess was 
impoſed upon him. put thee in remembrance, laith Paul, that thou 
ſtir np the Gift of God that i5inthee ;, rather that thou clear up the 
heavenly Spark that is in thee, dya/wavgiw > A Spark buried in Aſhes, 
lies, as it were, dead, uſeleſs and unprofitable, but through the 
Breath of the Belows, it is quickned, cleared, puts forth its virtue 
and influence, kindling combuſtible matter, giving light and heat 
to others. Paul would not have T*mothy to bury in Aſhes the hea- 
venly Spark of divine Grace in him, but that through Faith and Vi- 
Silancy it might be ſtirred up, cleared, and he by it be kindled into 
Fervency, to minifter Light, ſpiritual Heat, Benefit and Advantage 
to others. An AlluGon, faith one, to the Fire of the Altar, that 
came from Heaven, which-ſhould always be burning, and never go 
out, Lev, 6. 13, To the ——_—_ of the Virtuous Woman, that 

yeat 
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went not out by Night, Prov. 31. 18, To the wiſe Virgins Lamps, 
A1at.25.8. To the Lights of the Difciples,which Chrift commanded 
fo be burning, Luke 12.35; 


Obj. 2 Tim. 2. 2. 


Anſw. This proves not a mediate humane Call into the Miniftry 
by acquired Natural Languages, Heathen Arts and Sciences, but 
exprefly the contrary ; The things that thou haſt heard of we, ſaith 
Paul in this place to Timothy, the ſame commit thou to Faithful men, 
who ſhall be able to teach-others alſo. Faithful men, men full of Faith ; 
are any full of Faith, but through the indwellings of Chrift, the 
Author and Finiſher of Faith ? And are any able to-teach others, 
but who are taught of Chriſt * Who witneſs theſe things,in a great 
meaſure, they witneſs Fleſh Crucified : Sowho are able to teach 
others, or truly deſire to be ſerviceable to others, they are Spiri- 
tually called thereto; Is it not ſaid, that Ir is God that worketh in 
man to will and to do of his own good pleaſure ? This I ſay, that the 
Call of faithful men, of men able to teach others, is of God, and 
not of man. No Talent (faith Trap on: this place) is given for pri> 
vate and proper uſe, but for the tranſmitting it to others, for 
their benefit and advantage. 


Obj. We learn Natural Tongues, Arts and Sciences, to enable us to- 
underſtand Scriptures, and the Scripture and Spirit are inſeperable ; 
ſo though we be ordained of men, yet we exclude not the Spirit, for the 
Spirit and Scriptare are inſeparable. 


Anſw. This DeQrine, if truly underſtood, and weighed in the 
Ballance ef. the SanGiwary, ſavours of Simony ; Simox offered: 
. Money for the Spirit,. but could not have it. Now if the Letter 
and Spirit had been infeparable, as wany have taught and affirmed, 
pe might have had it for Money ;. for the Bible may be had for 

oney. 

banker, Simon had this acknowledgement, that the holy Spirit 
was the Power of God, and that mans having the Scripture without 
the Power ſignified little ; but many teach and affirm now, that he- 
that hath the Scripture, he hath the Spirit alſo, for they are inſe« 
parable, and that the Scripture is. the Power of God; herein com- 
ing ſhort of Sixror, "I 
4 Further, 
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Further, Son bewitched the People : fo man made Minifters, 
who havenothing but from man, who keep people in their corrupt 
Interpretation of the Letter, out of that which gave out the Letter, 
the Spirit, and bring them not to Shs/oh, to whom the true gas 
thering is, ſuch are in ſpiritual Witchcraft, drawing Pcople from 
the Life of Righteouſneſs, the Seed, in which the Families of the 
mn are bleflcd, into the Dungeon of dead, dry, empty, {aptefs 
orms. 

Again, S:men gave out himſelf to be ſome great one; fo man 
made Miniſters who know no Call but from man, be they Gradu- 
ates, or Under-graduates, they are puft up with Heathen Educati- 
on ; that knowledge puffs up, but Love Edifies ; If the Lord of the 
Harveſt raiſe any to be his living Witnefſes , wanting Natural 
Tongues, Heathen Arts and Sciences, ſuch are branded as Illiterate 
ignorant Mechanicks, and Perſecuted; as if the Goſpel Miniftry 
were entailed upon Natural Languages, Heathen Arts and Scicn- 
ces; yetthe knowledge of Languages is uſeful in its place ; but the 
Goſpel Miniſtry ſtands in that which was before Natural Languages. 

Thovgh it be clear by Hiftory, that the Adahometans deſcended 
from Hagar the Bond-woman, which thing they cannot deny, yet 
for Name and Kindreds ſake, they had rather be called Saracens, 
as if they deſcended from Sarab, the Free-woman, the Wife of 
Abraham. So man made Miniſters, though they plead againſt agy 
Call but of man, and brand them as Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, Fana- 
ticks, Enthuſiaſts, who plead for the Call of the Lord of the Har- 
veſt, or for ſeeing the Lord, or for the hearing of his Voice z yet 
theſe man made Miniſters would be called Miniſters of Chriſt, net 
of man. 

Furthermore, Natural Tongues, Arts and Sciences, are but ſuch 
qualifications as a Natural man may have, and the Natural man 
knows not the things of the Spirit of God, they are ſpiritually di- 
cerned, 1 Cor. 2,14. So 'tis the Spizit, the heavenly Key; that 
opens Scriptures, not Natural Tongues, Arts and Sciences. *Tis 
ſaid of Chriſt, that he opened their Underſtandings , that they 
might underſtand the Scriptures, Zuke 24. 45- He told them 
not that they muft have recourſe to Natural Tongues, Arts and 


Sciences, for to accompliſh them to-underſtand Scriptures; No, 
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Scriptures being things of God, they are not truly underſtood but 


by the Spirit of God, 


Obj. Univerſtier, as Cambridge and Oxford are Well-ſprings of 
Divinity, the Fountains of Goſpel Miniſters. 


_  Anſw. Iſrael! being Apoſtatized frem the living God, the Lord 
by his Prophet complained, fayins, Ay People have committed two 
Evils, they have forſaken methe Feuntain of Living Waters, ard have 
hewed them out Ciſterns, broken Ciſterns t hat can hold no Water, [cr. 
2.13. Thus //rael was guilty of forſaking the Fountain of Life, of 
Living Mercizs, and of having recourſe to broken Ciſterns. 

The labour of the Apoſtles, and their living concern was to brings 
People to Shilo, the Storc-houſe of heavenly Wiſdom, Knowledge 
and ſound Unlerſtanding, the Fountain of Lite, the Wel'-pring of 
pure Wiſdom, ſpiritual Treaſures, Virtue, Peace, Joy, Conſo- 
lation and Spiritual Refreſhments, in whom the ſulneſs of the God- 
head dwells Bocily, of whoſe plenitude, that is, fulneſs, his receive 
Grace for Grace. 

Now after the Apoſties Cayes,. the Star being fall.n, Smoke a- 
riſen, Sun and Air darkned, the Purity of the Primitive Church 
ſpoiled; ina. word, upon the encroachment of the Apoſtacy, the 

olden Cup of Abomination and Fornication was received by Chr:- 

* 06-"wah which became as Waters ; in this ſmoke evaporating out of 
the bottomleſs Pit, the pure Fountain of Life was loſt, the truly 
impowering Call of the Lord of the Harveſt was loſt ; then in the 
Apoſtatizcd Roman Church, Schools and Colledges were ereaed, 
into which were received Heathen Poems, Comedies, Tragedies, 
Fables, ſpoiling Philoſophy, Heathen Metaphyſicks, and in and 
through learning of theſe, Youth was qualified for the Goſpel Mini- 
ſtry, as they ſay : and thefe Univerſities were called by the Apoſta- 
tized Roman Church, Well-ſprings of Divinity, Fountains of the 
Goſpel Miniſtry : Thus the Fountain of Life being turned from, 
broken Ciſterns waze entertained. 

. Luther on.2 Pet. 2. 1. ſpake freely of Apoſtatized Popiſh Univer- 
ties. 


« The whole World (faith he) is of this Opinion, that theſe are 


* Fountains or Well ſprings, from which procced ſuch as ought » | 
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« teach the People This is a horrible Error (faith he) foraſmuch 
« a5 nothing fo deteſtable proceeds from any thing or place, as from 
« Univerſities, &c. ; | 

Fhe Roman Bopiſh Religion being brought into this Nation by 

Anftin the Monk and others, in procefs of time Cambridge and Ox + 
ford came to be founded, and made Univerſities, and were called 
Well-fprings of Divinity, &c. And though Proteſtantiſmr, and 
a great ſhare of Reformation be pretended and profeſſed, yet the 
divine Call into the Miniſtry is denyed, and altogether, or in a high 
meaſure aſcribed to Schools of Humane Learning ; yea, and Cam- 
bridge and Oxford are ſtill termed 1ell-ſprings of Divinity, the two 
Fountains, and thetwse Eyes of the Nation. The Almighty is open- 
ing an Eye toſce the Living Fountain, the Well-ſpring of Life, and 
to preſs after the ſame, and todeny the Idolatrous uſe and abuſes of 
Man made Well-ſprings an4 Fountains; though Schools, teaching 
the knowledge ot the Creation, of uſeful and neceſſary Accom- 
piiſhments, are to be contended for, but out of their place Idola- 
trous, as inſetting them in-the room of the Lord of the Harveſt. 

William Tindall in his Parable of the wicked Mammon , - faith 
«© Many are not aſhamed to rail and blaſpheme, ſaying, How ſhould 
« be underſtand the Scriptare, ſering he is no Philoſopher, hath neuer 
« ſeen his Metaphyſicks ? and how can he be a Divine, who knows not 
« what # Subjetuman Theologia. Nevertheleſs as a man without 
«© the Spirit of Ariſtotle or Philoſophy, may by the Spirit of God 
«© underftand Scriptures, even fo by the Spirit of God underſtands 
« he that God is to be ſought, &c. and yet knows not what mean- 
«© eth SubjeFum tn Theologia, that is, the SubjeR in Divinity, be- 
&© cauſe it isa.term of their own waking. 

Drawing to a Concluſton, let me ſay, that to confine the Miniſtry 
to Natural Tongues, Arts and Sciences, is contrary to the Lords 
Call in- the Patriarchal, Moſaical, and in the Morning of the E- 
vangelical D ſpenſation, yea, and contrary to the Call promiſed af- 
ter the Apoſtacy, aker the three dayes and an half, wherein the 
Beaſt and the Locuſts, Anti-chriſt and his apoſtatized Miniftty 
ſhould be bred; firted and qualified in the Smoke of the Pit, earth-- 
ly and fallen Wiſdom, &-v. 11. t1. Beſides this my Teſtimony, 
take the Teſtimony of our Country-man Gel, who ſaid, © Fdonot 
* hereconfine the Gifts-of Ged unto mans Approbationcor Ocdina- 

| ; « tion:: 
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< tion: Surely, (faith he) the Lord may fill whoſe Hand he will, 
« ſpeak by whom he will. 

« Inall Ages (faith this Gel) God raiſed up Prieſts and Prophets 
<« without the Authority, yea, againſt the Authority of Men, 
«© Amos 3.8. Alls 4.18, 19, 20. 

«Tis unreaſonable (faith he) to confine the Spirit of God unto 
« certain Theſes, Articles, Confeſſions and Opinions of mens ma- 
«king: they ſcem todare and provoke the wiſe God, in that they 
* cannot ſay, that their DiRates proceed from an infallable Spirit ; 
« yet would they limit and bound the infallable Spirit of the God of 
«Truth by their preſumtuous humane Spirit, which as themſelyes 
« confeſs, 1s Fallable and ſubje& to Error. 

« Weſtay ſolong (faith Biſhop Ha#) upon the Shell of Tongues, 
« that we can hardly have time to chew the [weet Kernel of Know- 
© ledge. So may I ſay, Natural Tongues, Arts, Sciences and En- 
dowments areſo doted upon, and concluded to be the enabling qua- 
lification for the Gofpel Miniftry, as that the heavenly Anointing, 
the real ability for the Goſpel Miniſtry is not waited for, but by 

moft of the Worldly wife Linguiſts and Sophiſters derided. 


CAP. III 


Of the Original of Biſhops in Goſpel dayes, and 
of the Identity, that is, Onenels and Sarneneſs 
of Biſhops and Elders in the Primitive Age. 


iy He Apoſtles in the Power of the Lord laboured , and were 
| livingly concerned to turn the few from fudaiſm, and the 
Gentile from Gentiliſm, to Chriſt, in whem Oneneſs and the new 
Creature is witnefled. | 

After viſiting the Churches, before gathered, and in the Spirit of 
diſcerning, obſerving a Care begot in ſome particular Members, for 
the good, proſperity, growth, and decent order of their fellow 
Members; the overſight, care and charge of particular Aﬀemblies 
were 
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were commended to ſuch, and they were called Elders, becauſe cho- 
fen for the moſt part of the elder fort of People, and the ſame were 
alſo called Biſhops, that is, Overſeers, or Superintendents, be- 
cauſe of their Office of overſecing and taking care of the reſt. 

They were called Te £v\ego1, that is Precbyters or Elders, foy 
that they were ſo in Age, (the Law having ſo provided, that no- 
man ſhould be promoted to that Dignity, till he was thirty five 
Years old) or elſe becaufe they ought to be ſuch in Manners and cir- 
cumſpect Carriage, faith Sr. Themas Ridley in his view of the Civil 
and Eccleftaſtical Law. 

Pope Boniface the Firſt thought good, that not any under thir- 
ty Years of Age ſhould be ordained a Presbyrer, that is, an Elder : 
Afterward it was decreed by the Authority of the Zateran Council, 
that one might be made an Elder at twenty five Years old, Polydor. 
de Invent. lib. 4. But this limiting to a certain Year favours of the 
Will of Man, not of the Spitit. 

Now *'tis my Judgment, that the ſame Individuals, particular 
Perſons, that in the Purity of the Primitive Age, were ſometimes 
called Elders; they were alſo called Biſhops, that is Overſeers, as 
the ſame Perfon may be ſometime called a Afimfter, ſometime a 
Teacher; this Dorine in the Beauty of the Primitive Church, 
was not called Heretical, but tempora HAntantur, Times are chan- 
ged; andin reference to the Identity, that is, oneneſs and ſameneſs 
of Elders and Bifhops in Primitive times, Scripture record is-not 
altogether ſilent. 

Though in Scripture *tis not 57: terminss, that is, expreſs words, 
that an Elder and a Biſhop were one and the ſame Order and Office, 
yet the circumftantial Expreſfiens are ſo ſtrong and pregnant, that 
they are Equivalent toa clear Expreffion 57 termins, that is, Expreſs 
Words, ſaith the Author of the Book,. called, The naked Truth. 

Paul being at Miletus, ſent to Epheſus, and called the Elders of 
the Church, and ſaid unto them, T ake heed to your ſelves, and to all 
the Flock,, over the which the holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers that 
1s, Bifbops, As 20.17,28. Paul with the ſame Breath, as I may 
ſay, firft calls them Elders, then Biſhops ; this evidently proves 
them one, bothin reſpe& of Name, and in reſpe&tof Office, faith 
Durhan. 

_ Paul writing to Tim, ſaid, For this cauſe I left thee in Cremy 
that: 
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that thou ſheuldſt ſet in order F- things that are wanting, and ordain 
Elders inevery City, &c. For a Biſhop mujt be blameleſs, &c, Titus 
1+.5,6,7. So the very ame that he calls Elders, he preſently calls 
Biſhops, 

Further, Peter ſaid, The Elders which are among you, 1 exhort, 
who am alſo an Elder, feed the Flock. of God, taking the overſight 
thereof , «n1T\arei]s; which may thus be rendred , Ower/eeing rhe 
ſame as Biſhops, ſaith Darham, 1 Pet. 5.1, 2. 

So the very ſame Individuals, whom he firſt calls Elders, he pre- 
fently calls Biſhops, proving the Identity, Oneneſs, Samencls of 
Elders and Biſhops in the Primitive Church ; theſe Titles were Sy- 
#0nyma, $ynonymous, both attributed to one and the fclf-ſame 
Perſon: if they were not diſtinguiſhed then, who can juſtly diftin- 
guiſh them ſince? The Jeſuit Lorinu, on? this Scripture acknow- 
ledges this Identity; You ſee that; Peter and Pau!, who were 
OtoSiSailuy taught of God, ©5:mray/o, inſpired of God, were 
clear and pregnant for the confirmation of this Truth, 

Further, 7crom in his Epiſtle to Evagrixy, as in other places, and 
upon other accounts, T heogeret, Orcumenumy, Clarim, Valla, Ham- 
»ond, Bilſon, the Author of the Book, called, The. naked Truth, 
men-eminent in the Church ſince the Apoſtles dayes, with many 0- 
thers ſuch like, have born Teſtimony, that an E/der anda Biſhop in 
the Apoſtles Language were. oneandthe ſame, and that they were 
Names indifferent, and uſed to the ſame Perſons. 

Michael de Medina, cited by Belarmine, Lib. 1, Cap. 15. de 
Clerici doth affirm, that not only Jerom and Aerim, but alſo Am 
broſuu, Auzuftinu, Sedulins, Primaſuns, Chryſoſtomus, Theoderetus, 
Occumenus and Theophilatns held out this Identity, the Wlden/cs 
and Wick/sfians were of this Judgment: Hence it followythat there 
was no difference betwist' the Names and Offices of Brſhops and EL- 
ders in the Apoſtles dayes; the difference was not begun. by any A- 
poſtolick Conftitution , but upon Church-Cuſtom , Decrecs of 
Councils, and ſuch other Grounds. - 

« Theſe things we have ſpoken (ſaith Jerom) to ſhew that Elders 
« and Biſhops were the ſame inthe Primitive rimes, and that Bſhops 
« may know that they are greater then Presbyters, (that is Elders) 
« rather through Cuſtom, than by the Lords appointment. This I 
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As the Smoke of the Pit aroſe, the Apeftatical Leprofte over. 
ſpred, Diſcord and Contention aroſe about Religion; Men drew* 
into Parties, one crying up this man, another that man; as in the 
Apoſtles dayes, one cryed he was for Paw, another for Apelts, 
anether for Cephas;, and every one accounted thoſe his ewn, not 
Chrift's, . whom he Baptized. © Then for the. Eradicating the Seeds 
of Diviſions, and for the Reftraining of Diſorderly Paſtors, 
it was decreed, That one ſhould be choſen out of the Presbyters, that 
is, Elders, and have Authority ower them ;, and by way of Eminency 
be ealted Biſhop. Thus the Biſhop ſhoulder'd out the Elders, got 
$uperiority over them, Polydor de Invent. rer. 
ations being converted, Biſhops increaſed, Differences aroſe: 

For the reſtraining or preventing of which, one was ſet over the Bi- 
ſhops, ſo called Arch-Biſhop. 

Arch-Bifhops increaſing, to reſtrain or prevent Herefies and 
Differences among them, one was ſet over them, called a Pa- 
triarch. 

Patriarehs increaſing, to reſtrain or prevent Differences and Diſ- 
orders among them, one was {ct up above them, called Catexochen ; 
by'way of Emineney, Pap, that is, Pope; though Papa, thatis, 
Pope, before. was a Name attributed to other Biſhops,  Ferow on 
Titm, Naked Trath., Thus Elders and Biſhops, which were one 
Office in;ithe pure Primitive Times, through the Ground of Apo- 
ticy, ' became divided : Thus Biſhop got Superiority over Elders, 


Arch-Biſhops over Biſhops, Patriarchs over Arch-Biſhops, Pope 


over the Patriarchs. 
For the maintaining of Uniformity in the Church of Rome, every 


Province was tobe governed by one Prieft, or more, who for Re- 
verence ſake ſhould be ealled Biſhops : _ Then by permiſſion of Chri- 
ſtian Prinees, Kingdoms were divided into Dioceſſes, Dioceſſes in- 
tq Shires or Counties, Shires into Pariſhes: It was decreed,” That 
every Pariſh ſhould yield Obedience totheir Pariſh Prieſt, the Pariſh ' 
Prieſt tothe Dean, the Dean to the Biſhop, the Bifhop to the Arche 
Biſhop, 'the Arch-Biſhop tothe Primate or Patriarch, the Patriarch 
to the Legate, the Legate to the Pope, the Pope to General Conntils, 
and General Conncils only unte God, as they ſaid. | 


* The Title of Biſhop is of divine/Inſtitution; the other of Arch-Bj- 
ſhop, Primate, Patriarch, Metropolitan, 'Sub-Deacon, Arch- 
£ "LEA 


Deacon, 
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Deaca3, Pope, are not mention'd by the Apoſtles; fo of latter In: 
Rircution by Man. | 
Theſe things being conſider'd, *tis my Judgment, with the above- 
ſaid, and others that might be mentioned, that the ſame Individuals, 
who were In the Primitive Dayes, called Eldess, they were alfo cal- 
led Biſhops, that they were one and the ſame. LZoigh alſo in his 


CriticaSacra {aith the ſame, That the ſame Perſons, who were 


called reco57ogur, that is,, Elders, 4b atate, from their Age, were 
dw called: ix10x9xuws Biſhops, Qver-ſeers, ab Officie, from theix 
Oftice. 


CAP. IV. 


Of the Work of the Miniſtry of Chriit, end of 
Antichriſt 


Cit Jeſus, the Branch of Righteonſnefs, having ealled Dif 


ciples, he influenced thera with Salutiferous heavenly Wiſ- 
dem, and armed them with heavenly Armour, 'tharthey might War 
under his Banner, againft Abaddon, Apolyon, the old Scrpent and 
his Kipgdem, and be concerned as Inftruments in the hand of. 
the Lord, for the reſcuing .of many out of his Captivity and Ty- 
Tanny. 

y 6 the Diſciples, the. Worthics and Warriers'ef the Lord, were 
called of-Chrift, ſo he appeinted thera their Work; they were to 
do his Work, grow up in likeemindedneſs with him; keavenly-mind- 
edneſs: So he faid to his Diſciples, Go therefore, and teach-al Na- 
riens, &'c. Teaching them: to_obſerve all things, wharſocver 1 have 
8sommanded you, Mat. 28. Confider this, here was adivine Limit ; 
they were to Miniſter that, and nothing but that which theyrecet- 
ved from Chrift, the Well-ſpring of Life and Living Mercies, Here 
the Smoke of the Bottomleſs Pit, Anti-chriftians DBuQrines, Error, 
Hereſtc and Traditions are excluded. 

 Augnſtin Marlorat ſaid on this place, © Chrift ſont: out his: 
& Apaltics with this Exception, That they ſhould not pref: = 

fn RT ES. others: : 
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« gthers their own Inventions, but that they ſhould purely and 
* faithfully diſtribute what he commanded; that they ſhould ga- 
* ther Diſciples unto him, not unto themſelves. | 

Yea, and Poole our Country-man faith on this place, « Chrift 
« commands no other thing to be taught, than what he had Come 
* manded;, hereby excluding the Traditions and Inventions of Apes 
« ftatifed Men. F 

Paul faid to the Elders of the Church of Epheſav, 1 have neo 

edto declare wnto you all the Counſel of God, Aﬀts 20.27. Sa 
Miniſters of Chriſt are to teach the Will and Counſel of God, not 
their own. But Man made Miniſters are guilty in this cafe, who 
neither know the Call, nordo the Work, nor are content with the 
Wage of Goſpel Miniſters, though for Lueres ſake they are pre- 
tenders thereof. | 

Paxl writing to the Saints at Epheſav, mentions the Work and 
End of the true Miniſtry ; faying,Y/hen Chriff aſcended, he gave Gifts 
unto men, to Apoſtles, to Prophets, to Evangeliflis, to Paſtors, to 
Teachers, To what cod were theſe Gifts given ? For the Perfe@ing 
of the Saints, for the Work of the Minsſtry, for the Edifying of 
the Body, till we all come in the unity of the Faith, &-c. unto a Perfe(t 
Man, unto the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chrift, - 
Epheſ. 4. Yea, and the Apoſtle writing unto the Hebrews, men- 
tions their precious Growth, and high Attainment in the Life of 
Righteouſneſs, ſaying, Ye rs come unto Aount Sion, and arts the 
City of the Living God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem, and ro an innumer- 
able Company of Angels; to the general 4fembly, and Church of the 
Firſt Born, which are written in Heaven, «nd to Ged, the Fudge of 
all, and tothe Spirits of Fufl Men wade Perfeft, Heb. 12. 

New Man made Miniſters deny PerfeRioa in this Life; ſodeny 
the end of the Miniſtry, of the truly Gifted Apoſtles, Prophets, 
Evangeliſts, Paſtors, Teachers: Yea, and they exclude themſeſyes 
from the precious Attaininents of the believing Hebrews: Yea, and 
they deny the Subſtance of the Aaronical Urinu and Thummim. 
What is that ? hs | 

Aaron was to have a Breaſt-plate of Judgment, in which was put 
the Urim and Thammim ;, by Interpretation, Light and Perfett:on, 
or Lights and Perfeftions, Exod. 28.15, 30. AType, fulfilled in 
the Subſtance, QChAiſt Jeſus : This implies, that in the Evangelical 

E 2 Diſperfatio ng 
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Diſpenlation, the Breaſt-plate of Righteoufneſs, with Urim an] 
Thumamim, Light and PerfeQion ſhould be received. Civ ift, the 
Breaſt-p!ate of Judgment an] Righteoulnels, the Urim and Thum- 
mir, Light and Perfc&ion, ſaid to his Diſciples, Ze ye Perfef, 
even as yorr Father which 1s in Heavenis Perfect, Mat. 5.48. Yea, 
znd the Apoſtles havinz received the Breaſt-plate of Righteouſbeſs, 
the Urim and Thummim Spirituaſly, Light and PerfeQion, they 
preached Perfection, as before is touched. So that Urim and 
Thummim ſpiritually, that is, Light and Perfeftion, was witnefſed 
and preached inthe Morning beauty and purity of the Evangelical 
D.ipenation. 

Now the Aarenical Urim and Thummim were loſt in the Babyls- 
141 Captivity, Ez742. So after the Apoſtles dayes, the Star 
fall ng from Heaven, ſuch a weight of Smoke evaporated out of the 
Po:tonl-15 Pit, as that it darkned Sun and Air; fo fpoiled the Gle- 
ry of the Primitive Church, as that the Chriſtian Church became 
Babylow, 1yflery Babylon: In this Babylon, ſpiritual Captivity, 
the heaveily Urim and Thummim, Light anJ PerfeRion was loſt; 
an] the Smoke of the Pit, during thi; Captivity, was anl is preach» 
cd up for Goſpel Truths. 

N:hkeiah foreto'd the Reſtoration of the Aaronicel Urim and 
Thummim, Nehem. 7. So Chriſt Jeſus, the Son of Rightcouſneſs, 
the heavenly Nehemiah, by interpretation, The Conſolation of the 
Lord, by the Breath of his Mouth, and by the Brightneſs of his 
Coming is chaſing away Smoke out ef a Remnant, the Carnal Ex- 
halations of AMyfery Babylon; and the Spirit of Life from God is 
entring into Witneſſes, and-the true Breaſt-plate of Judgmen!, 
with U-:m and Thummim, Light and PerfcRien, is reſtored and 
reſtoring. 

Now the Locufts, Man-made Miniſters, which come out of the 
Smoke, are bred anJ formed in the Smoke of Earthly Wiſdam, 
they cannot endure to hear of the finding of them; plainly difcove- 
rinz they want the Breaft-plate of Rigtiteoufneſs; for where it is, 
| —=_ and Thummim, Light end PerteQion is witneſſed and contemd- 
cd for, 
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The Difpariety of the Minifters af Chriſt, and of ſuch 41 come by the 
ill of Man, a” ſeveral Particulars. 


1. Chrift's Miniſters were not to be called Rabbi, Mafters, he for- 
bad it ; they were Obedient : Paul called himſe!fa S:rvant,but never 
pleaded. for Maſterſhip; Famer, Peter ani Jude ſtiled themſelves 
Servants, but no where Maſters, 24ae.23.8. Fames 3.1. ' Zuinglins 
on Mat. :3. ſaid, © Thou hears here, that the Tit'cs of Maſters 
and Doftors are not of God, becauſe Chriſt forbids this thing. 
Further, #/ſoz in his Chriftian-Di&ionary ſaid, © That Ambitious 
"ſeeking after Titles ought to be eſchewed. But Man-made Mini- 
Kers plead for the Title of Rabbi, Maſters, having let in the Poyfon 
of Ambition, Pride and Arroganey. 

2. The Apoſtles preached againft ſuch as were in the Way of 
Cais, and in the Error of Balaam, affefting Gifts and Rewards, 
2 Pet. 2. 15. Jude 11. The Apoftles wa'ked not in the Wayes of 
theſe. Now Man-made Miniſters ſhew thcmſclves to be m the 
Way of Cain, Drunk with the Wine of Envy, Murder, Perſecu- 
tion, inthe Error of Balaam-, purſuing the Wages of Unrighte- 
ouſneſs, which Chriſt the Branch of Righteouſneſs ordained not, 
Suing menat Courts of Judicature, Aſſizes, in Courts, Temporal 
and Eccleſiaſtical, Impriſoning men, neither ſparing their own 
Flocks, nor others; not content with Goſpel Maintenance, taking 
Money for Funcral Sermons, taking or forcing Mortuaries, Smoke- 
Meney, Money for Churching of Women, for burying the Dead, 
for Bread and Wine, Eaſter-Reckonings, Midſummer-Dues, ma- 
King their Goſpel chargeable: Are not theſe Hearts exerciſed with 
Covetous Praftices ? | 

3. Paul preached, That the true Church was in God, made up 
of Living Stones, fitted, prepared, poliſhed for their Places in that 
heavenly Building, offcring up a Spiritual Sacrifice, 1 Theſ. 1.1. 
« Pet,2. But Man-made Minift:rs have taught, and do teach, 
That a Houſe of Lime and St-,ne is the Church, founded by Papiſts 
for the Popiſh Service; and fuch as deny their Dofrine hercinare 
branded a; Heretica!, Schiſmatical, Heteroc'ox. 

4 The Apoſtles preached God ts be the Word, and that it be- 


camc Fleſh; by it the Prophets propheſied, it grew and — 
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Fab I. 1, 14. As 13. BY Man-made Minifters fay, The 
Scriptures are -the Word: The Scriptures were not in the Begin= 
ning, it became not Fleſh, it was. got the Ground of the Prophets 
prophecying : Such as got the Scriptures without the Word, ſuch 
ran unſent :- The Saxiptures contained inthe Bible grow net, 'tis no 
greater now than a Thouſand Years ago, is rot the Saviour; 'tis 
a true Declaration of the Engrafted Word, which is able to ſave 
the Soul, Luke 1. 1. Fames 1.21. T 
5- The Minifters of Chriſt preached up Chrift to be the true 
Light, the Way to the Father, the Tree of Life in the Paradife of 
God; and Paul was ſent to turn People from Darkneſs to Light, 
from the Power of Satan nnto God. | Peter exhorted, To take beed 
wnto the ſure Word of Prophecy, as to 4 Eight ſhining im 4 Dark, 
lace, wntil the Day did dawn, and the Dey-Ttar did ariſe intheir 
Hearts, John 1.9. Jokn$.12. AQs 26.18, 2 Pet. 1.19. But 


the Region of the Shadow of Death ;, the Scripture was given out 
dy the Eternal Lightz a Declaration of it, of God, whence it 
came. 

6. The Apoſtles preached up the Baptiſm by one Spirit into one 
Body, 1 Cor. 13.1 3. as the permanent Baptiſm, of the Evangelical 
Diſpenfation, the Heart-cleanſing and Soul-laring Baptiſa, the 
Subſtance, 2 Per. 3. 21. Man-made Miniſters Sprinkle Infants, 
ſaying, thereby they are made Members of Chrift, Children of 
God, Inheriters of the Kingdom of Heaven: Thus the Viſidle is 
inthroned, and the Inviſible is dif-throned, which truly makes Mem- 
bers of Chrift : Pedorantiſm, that is, Sprinkling of Infants came 
not in till Hundreds of Years after the Apoſtles dayes. 

7. The Apoſtles knew Chriſt to be the Bread of Life, the Soul's 
Food, heavenly Manna ; here they fed at the Table of the Lord, had 
fellowſhip one with another, were written itt one anothers Hearts, 
theſe knew the Table and Supper of the Lord. Man-made Mini- 
ſers tell ofa Sacrament, for which there is no Scripture ; "twas the 
old Heathen Rowan Military Oath z their Communion is in viſibles, 
Meat that'periſhes ; Chriſtendom Profeſſing this Communion is be- 
_ as Golgotha, a Place of Skulls; as Ace/dama, a Field of 

00d, 

8. Trec Miaſters knew the Lamb of God, that takes away the = 
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8 Man-made Miniſtersſay, The Feripturc is the Light: Such walkin | 
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of the World, to be the Everlaſting Covenant, Glad Tidings to 
Captive Souls, to Priſoners of Hope; this Golpel was preached te 
Adaw, Gen. 3.15. to Abrabaw, Gal.y. 8. Man.made Minifters 
fay, Matthew, Adark, Luks and Jobs is the Goſpel : Theis Wri- 
tings are aD:claration of the CCI Luke 1.1. : 

9. The Apofiles preached Chrift the Fountain of Life, the Trea- 
fury of Wiſdom and Knowledge, in whom the fulnck of the God- 
head dwells Bodily. Man-made Miniſters fay, That Oxfordand 
Cambridge arc the Fountain, hat - or Wcll-heai) of Di- 
vinity, the two Eycs of the Nation; Though founded in Popiſh 
Tires for the Propagation of their Dofrine and Religion. 

10, The Apoſtles preached the Word, which was in the begin- 
ning, to be the Original, which was before Babel, many Languages, 
by. which the Prophets and Apoſtles were called, and drew others 
ps the one pure Language, to knowthe Virtue of the Everlaſting 

:z0ſpel. Man-made Minifters fay, that Hebrew ane Greck is the 
Original : The Hebrews perſecuted Chriſt, the Greeks accounted 
the Crofs of Chrift Fooliſhneſs : Plate, who had Latin, Greck. 
and Hebrew, the World's Original, he crucified Chriſt, A/phe and 
Omega, the Beginning and Ending, the Firft and Laſt, the Original, 
the Authos of the purc heavenly Language. | 

11. The Apeftles preached the Saints to be the Temple of the 
Living God, Chriſt the Anti-type reigning in their mortal Bocie:. 
Man-made Miniſters fay, That a Houſe of Lime and Stone is the 
Temple : An Imitation of So/owen's Temple, a Type, fulfilled and 
.ended in Chriſt the Subſtance. Srephen was ſtoned to Death for wit- 
meſſing againſt the Temple, the Figure, when Chriſt the Subſtance 
Was manifeſted. | | 
12. The Apoſtles preached Chrift, the one Offcring, -perfeQing 
forever them-that are ſanftified, Heb. 10. They preached Chriſt: 
the end of that Prieſthood that took Tythe, the end of the Law that 
ave Tythe, Heb. 7.12. Man-made Miniſters preach up Tytke, 
the Hcavc-offering, Numb. 18. the Shacow ; fo deny Chriſt, the 
One Offcring : And by the ſame Rule they-may introduce and up- 
hold all the other Offerings of the AaronicetPricſtiiood,, 

x 3: The Apoſtles, as Freely they received, ſo they Freely gave, 
fat. 10. 1 Pet. 4-10. Buythe Truth, but ſel it not, faith Solomery 
Prov. 23- Yhe Winc and Milk of theKingdom is to be bonghts 
2 .Qut 
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but how? Without Aoney and Price, 1/a. 55. 1. Man-made Mi- 
nifters ſay, They are gifted men; but will not part with their Gift, 
but for a certain yearly Sum: Wiſdom, the Gift of God is Free, 
and cannot be bought and ſold for Money. © Wiſdom (faith Fob) 
cannot be*gotten for Gold, nor Silver, ror for Coral, Pearls, nx 
Rabies, cap.:28. Who think to purchaſe it, they arc inthe Galt of 
Bitterneſs, in the'Bond of Iniquity, as Simon was, 4s 8. 

14. Such as Chriſt ſent, they preached, That every one had 4 
mraſure of Light in him, leading to Life ſuch as received it, the Con- 
demnation of ſuch as received it not, Joh. 1.59. Joh. 3.19. Rom.1.19, 
Luke 17.21. Man-made Minifters deny this DoQrine,faying, 'Tis a 
Natural Light, and belch out Approbious Language againft it; and 
that the Improvement of it advantages nothing: And all fthis to 
keep People in a Reliance and Dependance upon them; never to 
witneſs the new Covenant, the Law written in the Heart, the Spirit 
put in the Inward Parts: 

15. Paxltold the Corinthians, That they might aff Prepheſie, that 
all might learn and be comforted ;, and if any thing was revealedto hins 
that ſate by, the firſt was to hold his Peace, 1 Cor. 14, This was 
Ordes inthe true Church. Man-made Miniſters accounts this Con- 
fufion and Diſorder ; for if any ſhould come in, and ſpeak while the 
r-bblick' Miniſter is ſpeaking, or when he hath done, how cruelly 
tuch have been uſed, I need not mention, ſhewing that their Church- 
members are Branches of that old putred ſtock, that they were of, 
who ſtoned Stephen to Death, Att; 7. 7 

16, The Apoftles preached Freedom from Sin, Rom. 6.6, 7,18. 
Freedom from the Law of Sin and Death, Rom. 8.2. A Santified 
State, 1 Cor. 6.11. A Cleanſing from all Sin by the Blood of Fe- + 
ſus, 1 John 1.7. Man-made Miniſters teach. another- DoQrine, 
That there is no Freedom from Sin in this Life; and that a man muft 
cirry a Body of Sin and Death about with him, while upon 
Eirti. | 

17. The Apoſtle Fames owned Chritt's Doctrine, who ſaid, 
Swear not at all, Mat. 5. Fames 5 , But Man-made Miniſters plead - 
for Swearing, ſaying, The Denyal thereof is an old Hereſie ; yea, | 
and many eminent in the Church ſince the Apoſtles dayes have born 
faithful Teſtimonies againſt Swearing, as Chriſt did, who ſpake with 
Authority. 

23. The 


Card --- 

18. The Apoſtles owned Revelationz without it God is not 
known, 44at. 11.27, Till this was witneſſed, Pant was Saul, a 
grand Perſecutor, Gel. 1. 16. Who are of God now, they bear 
witneſs to this. But Man-made Miniſters ſay, Revclation is cea(l- 
ed: So conclude all to be excluded from the K nowledge of the Li- 
ving God: *Tis true, who are in the Will of M:n, Night and 
Darkneſs is upon them, the Sunis ſet; Viſion and Revelation ſuch 
know not. 

19. The true Miniſters of Chriſt preached Preſent Salvation, 
Epheſ. 2.8, By Grace they were ſaved, Tit. 3.5. 1 Pet. 3.21. Man- 
made Miniſters preach Chriſt and Salvation at a Diſtance, telbng 
what Glorious things Chrift will do, and what Glorious things he 
hath done ;, but to know his Energy, inward effeQtual Operation at 
prefent, a preſent coming out of Babylon, to the new Jeruſalem, 
this isnot preached up ; Ina word, they are ſuch Trumpeters, give 
ſuch an uncertain Sound,as that their Hearers are not at all Alarum'd, 
not al Arm'd, not at all Arm'd againſt 4baddern, Apolyen, the. old 
Deſtroyer, but the ftrong wan Arm'd keeps the Houſe, hath rule 
in the Heart; in this ſtate man makes a ſhew of Religion and 
Worſhip. 

- Thu: Man-made Miniſters are tained with the Defilements of Do- 

Arinal Errors; and as fohnſaid, Whoſoever Tranſgreſſeth, and abi- 
deth not in the Dolirine of Chriſt, he hath met God, 2John1.9., So 
conſequently hath nothing, Z7abet omnia, quihabit habentem omnia ; 
that is, He hathall, that hath the Haver of all; fo ſuch as are out 
of Chriſt's Do&rine, they are Heterodox, Heretical; yea, and 
according to fohn's Dorine, Atheifſtical. 

20. True Miniſters were andare Inftruments in the hand of the 
Lord, to bring men to Righteouſneſs, and Eternal Life, out of the 
Dungeon of Death; Darkneſs and Unhelief, 4&s 26. 16, 17, 18. 
If they had ſlood in my Counſel, faith the Lord; and had cauſed my 
People to hear my Words, then they ſhould have turned thews from: tl etr 
Evil Way, and fromthe Evil of their Doings, fer. 23. But Man- 
made Miniſters, who creep into the Miniſtry without a divine Call, ' 
for earthly Ends, through the ſtrength of natural Abilities, they 
arelike the Mountains of Gz/boa, without Dew and Rain; fo bar- 
ren and unfruitful, and cannot enrich others, 2 Sam. 1.21, Yea, 
tiey are like the Cramp-fiſh, whoſe Rupifying and benumming 
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Quality, ſay Natoralifts, ifſues from the Fifh, to the Hook, then 
to the Line, then to the Angling-Rod, thento the Hand, then to 
the Body of the Fiſher , and ſo benums him, and takes away all-uſe 
and feeling of his Limbs ; ſuch like:1s the benumming,. deadring and 
ftupiſying Quality of Man-made Miniſters ; but ſuch as come in 
the living virtue of Truth, they make alive unto God, ſuch as re- 
ccive their Teſtimony, and bring them to have all their Sences exer- 
ciſed, to the diſcerning of Good and Evil. 

21. Such as are called of the Loxd, in the influence of his Power, 
they are carried on in the Performance of their Teſtimonies, con- 
trary to the Stream and Current of mens Wills; the'Lord opens 
their Mouthes, and Man cannot ſhut them 5 they are not 
«r3p97dcewrer, Men-pleaſers ; God rather than men, is to be heatk- 
ned unto and.obeyed : But Man-madeMiniſters, who intrude into 
that Work, as a Trade,to get a Living by, cycing the Fleece more 
than the Flock, theſe have been and are like dead Fiſh, driven on 
by the Stream and Current of humane Commands and Appoint- 
ments ; as their Mouthes are opened by man, {to by the IjunQions 
of Man, they are ſhut : Such as have been called of manghave done 
the Work of man, hoiſting up their Sails to every Wind,complying 
with cvery Power that came up, bending unto the Forms of Wor- 
ſhip by thcm appointed, as Records fully teſtifie. 

K:ng Henry the 8thdenying the Popes Supremacy, brought the 
Clergy of Englemd.into a Premunire, for their compliance with 
the Pepal Power the Clergy ina Convocation reſowed upon a 
Humble Sumbmiffionin writing, and gave the King one Hundred 
Thouſand Pound for a Pardon, in which Submiflion they filed the 
King, Sumenm Head of theChirch: Thus the Clergy being be- 


headed, pot a new Head, denying the Pope, acknowledged the - 


King to be their Heal, Bakers Chron, Not long after the Clergy 


took an Oath, To Eenounce-the Pope andl his Authority, and to be true- 


1d loyal tethe King, nw Heirs and Saeceſſors ; So God mebelp, and 
all Saants, laid they. 

After him ſucceeded King Edwerd the ſixth, in whole Reign 
the Book of Common-Yraycr was commended to the Nation, and 
eſtabliſhed, and received by the Clergy inftead of the Latin Maſs : 
Now upon the Tranſlating of the- Law, Maſs-Book into Erglifh, 
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wrote in this manner, te quict them, A for the Sworce in 
che Engliſh Tongue > perheps it ſeems to yow a new Sarvice, 
when indeed it is no other but the old, the ſelf-ſame Words in Enghh 
which were in Latin, ſaving a few things taken om fo ford, that it 
bad been 4 ſhame to haws heard them in Exgl:fnm. Thus the Commeon- 
Prayes cameto be eſtabliſhed, Hiftor. Magdibirg. 

After him ſucceeded Queen A7ary, who being a P-piff, comman- 
ded the Mals to be ſung again in Latiz, and to be ufcd in all 
Churches, fo called; The Kingdom was abſolved, and reconciled 
te the Church of Rowe, by Cardinal Pool; Monafterics were re- 
edified, firſt Fruits and Tenths were reſtored ; to theſe things Prieſts 
and Pcoplc generally complied : they took an Oath,to be true to St. 
Peter, to the Church of Reme, to the Pope their Holy Father, and 
to Perlecute to their power all Oppoſers; ſaying, So help me God, 
and the holy Evangeliſts. | 

Netwithſtanding all thefe Oathes and Reſolutions, in the Year 
1559. Queen Elizabeth coming to the Crown, ſhe with her Par- 
liament made an At for Uniformity of Prayer, and Adminiſtration 
of the Sacraments; the Title of Supreaw Head of the Church, was 
confirmed to her, the Popes Supremacy denyed; and of the Number 
of above nine Thouſand Pricfts, Biſhops, Deans, Prebends, Ma- 
Aicrs of Colledges, Arch-Deacons, Abbots, formerly ſworn to Po- 
pery, not above one Hundred and twenty refuſed to take an Oath 
againſt Popery ; ſo turned from their Religion to the Proteſtants 
Religion, becauſe the Queen ſet it up : notwithſtanding in Queen 
Mary's dayes, they had burned ſome Hundreds for refuſing to 
bow to Popery. 

After her Ring Zames confirmed the Common-Prayer-Book, put- 
ing out Canons and Conſtitutions, for Fonts, Tables, Carpets 
of Silk, Pulpits, Copes, Surplices, Hoods, Gowns with fand- 
ing Collars, ſtrait Sleeves, wide Sleeves, Tippets, ſquare Caps, 
that People might know ſuch and ſuch, and Honour them. 

The long Parliament denyed the Common-Prayer, and by a Sy- 
nod of Prieſts,{ct out a DireRory for publick Worſhip, in the Year 
1644.the generallity of Minifters conformed, and inveighed againſt 
the Common-Prayer-Book as Popi/, calling it,Rags of Rome, dregs 
of the Whores Cup, the Engliſh daſs, &c. 

x. In the Year 1653. Oliver Cromwell being made ProteQor, he 
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made Proviſion for the c—_ for their recovering of Tythe and 
other Dues, as they pretend, upon which they called him, A good 
Nurſing Father. 

In the Year 1658. Richard Cromwell was made Protefer; the 
Clergy ina Petition called him their Foſbua, Petitioning him to lead 
them into the Promiſes Land; and what was that, but into rich 
Benefits and Augmentations ? 

The King being reſtored, the DireQory caſt out, as indireR, and 
the Common-Prayecr enjoyned ; how generally entertained by the 
Clergy, notwithſtanding the grievous Refleions of many of them 
aSainft it, I need not mention. 

e/Encas Sylvins, a private Man, wrote many things againft 
Popery, after being made Pope, and called Ps, he undid what he 
had done, and wrote in the defence of Popery ; whereupon one 
taunted him with theſe Words, Quod Ancas damnavit, Pius pro- 
bavit ;, that is, What eAneas diſallowed of, Prxs allowed of : So 
what Man-made Miniſters rezeed as Heterodox, is at the pleaſure 
and command of Authority owned as Orthodox ; but Truth,and the 
out-goings thereof are to be embraced becauſe of themſelyes, whe- 
ther men fawn or frown. | 

Thus who are in their own Wills, out of the pure Worfhip of 
Sod, which is in Spirit and in Truth, where true fence is and afſu- 
rance of Divine Requirings, fuch for Self-ends and Corperal eale, 
are carried about with every Wind of DoQtcine, at the Commands 
and InjunRions of men; againſt the unconſtancy of theſe, in ſuch a 
weighty concern, dropped out this following RefleQien: 


Amay with ſuch, whoſe wily waxen A:ind 
Take: every Seal, and ſails with every Wind 
Net out of Conference, but of Carnal Motion, 
Of Fear or Favour, Profit or Promition. 
And theſe Chamm'eons that conſort thew Crew, 
1n Turky Turks among the Jews a Jew ; 

In Spain as Spain ; «s Luther on the Rhine; 
With Calvin here; and therewith Bellarmine 
Looſe with the Lewd ; among the Graciou Grave ;, 
With Saints a Saint ; among the Knates & Knave. 
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CAP. V. 


Of the Wage of the Miniſters of Chriſt being Free 
and Voluntary, from their Canverts; and how 
it was continued in the Primitive Churches ; 
Chow the Co-ercive CompuliiveMaiatenance 
by Tyche, and ether unwarrancable Wages , 
beine the Maintenance of the Miniſters of 
Antichriſt, was introduced. | 


(= having called Difciples and influenced them for his Hea- 
venly Saving Work, ſaid unto them, Freely ye have received, 
freely give, Matth. 10.8. What did they receive freely ? Power 
to heal the Sick, and to Preach the Goſpel; as if he ſhould have 
ſaid,I have freely learned theſe things of my Father, ye have alſo freely 
learned them of me ;, ſo in like manner teach others freely: Wh: reby, 
faith Poole on this place, he did not only forbid deteftable Bargains 
for their Miniſtry, but all manner of Gain, from ſuch like things, 
or from their Miniſterial Labour ; which thing was purely and Cor- 
feicntiouſly obſcrved of the Apoſtles, and of their Succefſors, while 
the Primitive Faith and Order was kept; among whom, as Tertal- 
lian ſaith, Nulla res dei pretio conſtabat, that is, Divine things were 
not bought and fold. Further, our Country-man Peole faith, 
*« Paul and the Apoſtles obtained Neceſſarics for themſelves, by their 
« own Hands, rather then they would be burdenſome to the Poor 
« and Inlligent, or expoſe themſclves to the malicious Slanders of 
« Fyil-minded People. Further (faith he) Chriſt forbad his Dif- 
« ciples and Miniſters to raiſe Gain, or kord up Money, under pre- 
«© tence of their new and wonderful DoErine. | 

«© No man ſaith Aug. Harl. on this place) can be a found Mi- 
« niſter of th< Word, nor a faithful! Steward of Grace, but he that 
&« Preaches frecly, Further he fait':, © That all H relings do un- 
« wozthily Vitiate and Prophane the holy Offiic of Teaciing. 
| Naamas 


. (46) 

Naaman being cured of his Leprofie by Elifha the Prophet, be 
: offcred him Gifts, El:ſh« refuled the ſame; ſhewing forth 
another frame of Spirit then is in Man- made M:niſters now ; 
but Gehazs the Servant of Elifoa coveted after Silver and changes 
of Garments, and receiyed the ſame; to whom El:ſha ſaid, 1s ze 
rome to reverve Monty, Garments, Oliveyards, Vintyards, Sheep and 
Oxen? the Leproſie therefore of Naaman ſhall cleave unto thee, and to 
thy Seed forever. So he became Leprous, 2 Kixgs 5. 

Now man-made Minifters, who run, uncalled of the Lord, for 
Tythe, filthy Lucre, Earthly ends, Advantages and Preferments, 
they are in a Spiritual Leprofie; and being ſtrangers to receiving 
freely, and giving freely, they make a diftintion of Gifts: There 
are, lay they, 

1. Dona infuſa, Gifts of Ged that are miraculom, as toheal, &c. 

2. Dona acquiſita, acquired Gifts, as the knowledge of Preaching, 
n0t now had without great Study, Labour and Coſt, as this is not got= 
ten freely, ſo neither txt to be wſed without Recompence. 

Who are of this mind, they exclude themſelves from the true 
Miniſtry, which*acquired parts cannot bring unto; the Natural 
man, notwithſtanding his Accompliſhments, Natural Tongues, 
Heathen Arts and Sciences, is a ſtranger to the true Miniftry, be- 
ing the Gift of God, and peculiar to the New-man, Wiſdom, 
Knowledge, Faith, Healing, Nkracles, Prophecy, diſcerning of 
Spirits, &c. all came from one and the ſame Spirit, as the true ſight- 
ed Apoſtle Pax! bare Teftimony, 1 Cor, 12. And this D:ftinion 
hath not kis allowance. 

Forther, as Chriſt called Diſciples, and appointed them their 
Work, ſo he appointed them their Wage alſs; he inſtruted them 
how to carry themſelves both to them that received them, and to 
them that received them not: J1nto whatſoever Houſe ye enter, ſaith 

he, and they receive you, eat and drink ſuch things as they ſet before 
you, as they give you; for the Work:man is worthy of bus Meat, the 
Labourer is worthy of his Hire, Mat. 10, Luke 10. Herea Wage, 
a Hire, a Maintenance was allowed to them; they had Chrift's Ocr- 
dinance for it : Wherein two things are to be conſidered. 

7. That their Maintenance was Free and Voluntary. 

2. That their Maintenance aroſe from ſuch as received them and 
their DoQrine :; For the Diſciples were firſt to be received, before 


they 
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they r eceived anything; a5 unceniably arifes from the Words, Who 
ſe receiv: you, faith Chriſt, eat and drink with ſach. Now by the 
phraſe of Eating and Drinking, the neceffary Conveninencies of 
Life arc implied ; as alſo by the phraſe ef Food and Rayment, 
a Tim. G6. B. 1Cor.9.14, It cannot reafonably be thought, that 
Chriſt intended thereby to tye up his Miniſters to Meat and Drink 
only ; but under that phraſe the necefſary Convenicn:ics of Life are 
intimated. 

The Diſciplcs, the Apoſtles of the Lamb, had his Ordinance for 
their Maintenance, and of whom to reccive it, and as they were 
raught 95ui7y, to divide the Word aright- ſo they were taught 
4g907o/4iv, to.Foot it aright; as to Teach Well, ſo to Live Well: 
and how exaQtly they wcre obſervant of Chriſt's Ordinance,for their 
Maintenance, may hereafter further appear. 

The Diſciples were ſent out as Sheep in the midſt of Wolves, 
without Money or Brafs in their Purfes; upon their return, Chriſt 
asked them, ſaying, Lacked ye a»y thing ? They anſwered, No: 
Going in his heavenly Power and Virtue, their Miniſtry was {o effe- 
Aual, prevalent and influential, as to open the Hearts of People, to 
miniſter to their Neceſſities in the Work of the Goſpel; fo he who 
fent them, maintained them in touching, infuencing, and opening 
Hearts to miniſter to their Neceſſities, according to Chriſt's Ordi- 
nance upon that account, provided they ſought no ſet annual Stt- 
pends, Salaries, Augmentations : They deſiſted not from Preach- 
ing, for the want of a ſettled Maintenance, as Man-made M:ni- : 
ſters do, who when their 'Maintenance ceaſes, deſiſt their Preach- : 
in; ; fulfilling the old Proverb, No Penny, 10 Pater-noſtcr. | 

Again, as Chriſt inftru&ed his Diſcip!es how to carry and demean 
themiclves to thera that received them, ſo he informed them how to 
carry and demean themſelves to them that reccived them not, ſay- 
ing, Whoſcever ſhall not receive you,” nor hear your Words, when ye 
depart thence, ſhake off the Duſt of your Feet for a Teſtimony againſt 
them, Matth. 10. Mark 6. Lukeg. This was all the Extremity 
they were to-uſe : he told them not they ſhould apply themſelves 
to Magiſtrates, and force People to maintain them, whether they 
received themer no; this is the Beaſts Doarine, and. his unclean 
F:0gs; The Apoſtles duly and faithfully obſerved this Ordinance of 
Duſt. ſhaking, 4s 13. Fl. 
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Now you Non-conformijts, of what denomination foever, who 
make Conſcience of Non-compliance with the National publick 
Miniſters, & of not miniftring Carnal things unto them; it ſeems you 
are ſuch as receive them net; Do they obſerve Chriſt's Ordinance ? 
Do they content themſelyes with ſhaking the Duſt off their Feet 
againſt you? My thinks I hear a general Anſwer in the Negative, 
No, No, they Sue #4 in Courts of Tudieature, at Courts, Aſſizes, 
they Impriſen us, they recover Treble damages of us, for very 
Trifles and inconpderable things, as Smoke- Pennys, Mortnaries, Ea- 
fer- Rechonings, Midſummer-"Dues, Popiſh Inventions; they make 
Havock, and Spoil of our Goods, In thus doing, they trangreſs 
Chriſt's Ordinance of Duſt-ſhaking, which the Apoſtles were ob- 
ſcrvant of, who uled no Weapon but what was Spiritual, no Sword 
but that of the Spirit. Rev. 11.5. If any man burt.my Witneſſes, 
Fire proceeds out of their Mouth, and devoureth their Enemies. The 
Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God, is the Weapon of the 
Lords Witneſſes, Goſpel.Minifters : but the Beaſt that aſcends out 
of the bottomleſs Pit, ſhall make War againſt the Witneſſes, over. 
come them, and Kill them, Rev. 11. 

Now notwithſtanding the ſpecious pretences of men, as of Re- 
ligion, Ordinances, Reformation, Antiquity yet if Chriſts Ordi- 
nance of Duſt-ſhaking againſt ſuch as receive them not, be not ob- 
ſerved, but a Co-ercive Power uſed, Tithe, and other Mainte- 
nance forced, a procedure in Perſecution, Imprifonments, Spoiling 
of Goods, of fuch as for Conſcience-ſake cannot receive them ; 
they that act thele things, _ are out of Chriſt's DoArine, darkned 
by the Smoke of that Pit, which the Beaſt aſcended from, taking 
part with him, and not with tke Lamb : So that Man-made Mini- 
ters ftznd for another Call, Work, Wage and Weapons, than 
Goſpel Miniſters contend for. 

But to return to my Intention, which is, to ſhew, That the Main- 
tenance of the Miniſters of Chrift in the primitive Times, was free 
and voluntary, and that from ſuch as received them. 

Paul bare record unto the Elders of Epheſus, ſaying, 1 have es- 
veted no mans Silver, or Gold, or Apparel; yea, you know that theſe 
hands have miniſtered unto my Neceſſities, and tothem that were with 
we, Alts 20. 33, 34 Whence we gather (faith Aug. Aarl. on 

this place) that no man is a true Miniſter of the Word, but he is 
| | | | allo 
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alſo a Deſpiſer of Money: Ws of old ſheweda noble Mind, in 
taking nothing of the Spoil got from his Enemies, Ger. 14. But ſaith 
Poole, Paul ſhewed a far Nobler Mind, whenas he refuſed to take 
Necefſaries for his weighty and Salutifcrous Labour, relieving his 
Neceſſities with his own hands. 

In the ackowledgment of Chrifts Do&rine to his Diſciples, Paul 
faid, Have we not Power toeat andto drink? Yes, Paul had recci- 
ved Chriſt, the Power of God, whoſe Ordinance to his Diſciples 
was, To eat andtodrink_ ſuch things as were ſet before them, by thew 
that received thew: He had power to cat, drink and receive Nece(- 
faries from the Corintbians, who received him and his Meſſage ; 
though he wrote not for ſuch and ſuch ends, judging it his reward 
to make the Goſpel without Charge, that he might not abuſe his 
Power in the Goſpel, 1 Cor. 9. This makes nothing for Man- 
made Minifters to force a Maintenance from ſuch as receive them 
not. 
Man-made Miniſters purſuing Tythes, and other Antichriſtian 
Wages, as the Summum benum, the chiefeſt good, thunder out the 
words of Paul : Who goeth 4 Warfare at, any time at his own 
Charges? Whoplanteth a Vineyard, and eateth not of the Fruit there- 
of ? Whe feedeth a Flock, and eateth not of the Alilk thereof ? 

Anſw. This contraries not Chriſt's Ordinance; but herein the 
Apoſtle ſhews by three Arguments, That Goſpel Miniſters may 
with a good Conſcience receive Neceſſaries from ſuch as receive 
them and their Do@rine. Aug. Marl. tell me this; At whoſe 
Charge ought the Souldier to go, but at his, for whoſe Defence 
and Security he fights? The Apoftles of the Lamb were Warriors, 
harneſſed out ef the Lord's Armory, fighting under the Banner of 
Chrift, the Captain of their Salyation; in whoſe hands they were 
Inſtruments to conquer many, to refcue them from the Power of 
Satan, to reduce them into the Obedience of the Son of God, that 
they might beeternally Happy : Thus Warring for the good, ſe- 
curity and defence of them, according to Chrift's Ordinance, they 
might reap neceſſaries from them, You that are made Miniſters by 
the Will of man, this is no ground for forcing Tythe, and other 
Dues, as you call them, from ſuch as receive you not; you war 
not for ſuch, but againſt them, rendring them as Hereticks, per- 
ſecuting and impriſoning them, Rtirring up Magiſtrates a- 
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zainft them : Let ſuch as vin yes for their Warriors maintain 
ou. 

$ He that plants a Vineyard may eat of the Fruit of the Vineyard, 
which he hath planted; *tis but Reaſon: Inſtruments in the hand 
of the Lord, of tranſplanting others out of the wild Olive, into 
the g001 Olive, out of the putred ſtock, old Adam, into the vir- 
raous Root, theſecond Adam, the Lord from Heaven, may, by 
virtue of the Lord's Ordinance, eat of the Fruit of their Planta- 
tion, their Vineyard, eat and drink with, and receive Neccſſzries 
from ſuch as they have gathered, to be fruitful Branches, lively 
Plants in their Plantation : No ground for Man-made Miniſters to 
force a Maintenance from thoſe that receive them not, who are not 
of their Plantation, their Vineyard: Let your own Vineyards 
maintain you. 

He that feeds a Flock may eat of the Milk of the Flock , but it 
muſt be of the Milk of that Flock, which he feeds: The Apoſtles 
an1 their Succefſors, in the Word of Faith, Power and Reconcilia- 
tion, gathered others into the Unity of Faith, to the holy Hill of 
S10n; thele were Flocks, as Flocks of Sheep which come up from the 
Waſhing, whereof every one bears Twins, and none are barren ; 
theſe they feed with convenient Food : And let him that is taught in 
#he Word, communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things, Gal. 
6.6, This weown. And the Apoftle ſaid, If wehate ſown nnts 
you ſpiritual things, 1s it a great thing, if we ſhall reap your carnal 
things * The Law commanded, Thou ſhalt net muzel the Mouth 
of the Ox that treadith out the Cern, Devut. 25.4 The Equity of 
the Law required, That the Ox that trod out:the Corn, was not 
ro be muzlcd, but be fed by him whoſe Corn hetrod out : And 
*:rvas not agrecable to the Equity of that Law, that while he trod 
out Corn for one man, another ſhould be forced to maintain him, 
*Twas the Cuſtom of the Eaft, and of Greece, to uſe Oxen to tread 
out the Corn, before the Invention or Ule of Flails : Niggards 
muz'ed them, that they might not eat thereof; this the Law for- 
bad - What implies all this? That Goſpel Minifters may expett, 
and according to Chriſt's Ordinance recewe a Goſpel Maintenance, 
from ſuch as receive them and their DoQrine; -but not ſrom ſuch as 
receive then not, nor their Miniſtry ; that were all one, as if while 
vic Ox trod out the Corn for one man,agother man ſhould by path 
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Force, Penalties, have been compelled to feed the ſame. The pre- 
miſes duly underſtood and conſider'd, aford na ground for Man- 
made Miniſters to force Tythe, or othet Maintenance, from ſuch as 
receive them not; ſuch are not of their Flocks, ſuch receive not 
their Teaching,nor Sowing, nor Treading,as 1 may ſay; they come 
in another Name, Power and Virtue, who leparate and threſh out 
the pure Grain. *© The Office of one truly called into the Miniſtry 
(faith Aug. Aarl.) © is expreſſed by threſhing, that thou mayſt not 
{« think that Minifters ought to live in Idleneſs ; and that thou mayft 
&© not judge, that the Church is bound to maintain thole that are 
« idle, who do not profit the Church. So let your own Flocks 
maintain you; Force not a Maintenance from ſuch as receive you 
not, if you do,. you tranſgreſs Chriſt's Ordinance, and the Apo- 
files Praftice. Remember the Saying of one; 7d quod noftr um eſt, 
ſine fatto noſtrs avells non poteſt ; that is, That which is our own may 
not be taken from us, without our own Ac. 
Paul writing to the Church at Corinth, ſaid, I robbed other 
Churches, taking Wages of them, to do you Service, 2 Cor. 11. 8. 
Though Paul had power to cat and todrink, to receive carnal 
things of the Corinthians, ſeeing he had ſown ſpiritual things unto 
them, yet he uſed not his Power for ſome Reaſons, but preached 
the Goſpel Freely unto them, and had a Free and Voluntary ſupply 
from the Brethren of Macedonia, while he was in the Corinthian 
Service: Thus he received of the ſacedonians, to whom he had 
formerly preached, that he might not be chargeable to the Corinthi- 
ans. This proves not Tythes nor a forced Miintenance from thoſe 
that received him not, but quite the contrary : _ This proves recei- 
ving Freely of them to whom he had preached Freely ; When I was 
preſent with you, and wanted, faith he, the Brethren that came from 
Macedonia ſupplyed me, verf. 9g. And though he calls it Robbery, 
yet hereceived nothing but from ſuch as had received him and his 
DoRrine; and in this he tranſgrefſed not Chriſt's Ordinance ; fos 
the Maintenance of the Goſpel Miniſtry, the Brethren of XMacede- 
ia, of Corinth, and of all the gathered Churches, wade vp the Fa- 
mily of God; and for this Family to winifter carnal Things'to them, 
from whom they reaped ſpiritual things; the Royal Law requires 
it. Ang. Marl, ſaid on this place, © As Conquerers pillage thoſe 
« whom they conquer,fo whatſoever Pau! recciyed of the Churches, 
G 2 © which 
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& which he had gained to Chriſt, Gods the prey of his Conqueſts ; 
« although (faith he.) Paul never received any thing but what they 
« Freely miniftred; and what they Freely miniftred, it was, as it 
« were, a Due or Debt, by reaſon of his ſpiritual Warfare. So 
Paul receiving Necefſaries from thoſe that received him, is no 
ground for Man-made Miniſters to force Tythe, and other Mainte- 
nance, from thoſe that receive him not; theſe Robbers are of ano- 
ther Nature than 'Pau! was. Yea, and this Self-denying Apoſtle 
ſaid further to theſe Corinthians, That he would not be burthenſom 
nato them ;, for (faith he) 71 ſeek not yours, but you, 2 Cor. 12. 
*T was their Souls, not their Wealth, their Salvation, not their 
Gold that he ſought after. Aug. Marl. ſaid onthis place, © That 
<« jt is the concern of a true Teacher,not to ſeck Gain from his Sheep, 
«© but the Welfare of the Sheep. But Man-made Miniſters have not 
the Mind of Paul, regard the Fleece more than the Flock. 

A Cloud of Examples might be produced out of the Writings of 
the Apoſtles, ſhewing, their exa& walking according to Chriſt's 
Comman?, in referance to Free and Voluntary Contributions, pra- 
Qiſed by the Primitive Churches. 

Further, *tis evident, that at Feruſalem, and thereabouts, Belie- 
vers were {o influenced in the Apoſtles days, and ſuch Opennels and 
Unity was among them, that all things were in Common ; ſuch as 
were Poffeſſors of Lands or Houſes, ſold them, and laid the Prices 
thereof at tie Apoftles Feet, As 4. For what end was that done ? 
Not to enrich the Apoſtles, but that Diſtribution might be made to 
every man, according ashe had need, that there might be no want 
in the Family of God. 

Ferom ſaith, That the Church gathered at Alexandria in egypt 
by Mark, followthe ſame Rule as the Saints did at Feraſalem., 
through mutual Love eſtzh'iſh:d in that Nearneſs, Openneſs and U- 
nity, as to have all things Common, Hieron.in vita Marc. The A- 
poſtles, and ſuch as received them, through the Crols of Chriſt 
Srew Up in the alforming Word of Life, they bluſtered not about 
Afeun. and Tuum-, earthly Things, as Worldlings do; they knew 
the End of ihe Wo1ld, a bleſſed Knowledge,lurmounting the Know- 
tedge of Spoi'ing Philoſophers. | 

Philojudens reports, That not only at Fernſalem and there-abouts, 
and 
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and at Alexandria, but in many other Provinces alſo, Chriſtians lived 
together in Societies. 

Aug. Marl. entertainiag a ſerious Conſideration of the Primitive 
Unanimity, Oneneſs of Mind, and of the great Degeneration of 
his Age, brake out into theſe Expreſſions ; Now our Hearts are 
hardcr then Iron, who are no more affeted withthe reading of this Hi- 
ſtory, than the faithſul gave liberally of their own : We at this day 
are not content niggardly to keep in what we have of oxr own, but we 
craelly greedy after other mens, In Atta 4.35. A Diſeaſe too Epide- 
mical in this Ape. 

Chrift Jeſus, as I ſaid before, ordained a Maintenance for his Mi- 
niſters, which was F:ce and Voluntary, from ſuch as received them; 
by his Ordinance, they neither could, neither ever did, force a 
Maintenance from thoſe that received them not, Mat. 1:0. Like 10. 

Now Paul, who had the Mind of Chriſt, in purſuance of Chriſt's 
Ordinance, ſecing many coavinced and converted, the Family of the 
Lord much increaſed, through the Labour of true Witneſſes, to 
the uttermoſt parts of the Earth; and ſeeing Neceſhties arifing, and 
through the Enmity of the Dragon, encreafing, he ordained a 
Weekly ColleRion; ſaying : 

Now concerning the Colteftons for the Saints; as I have given order 
ro the Churcies of Galatia, even fo do yer, upon the Firſt day of the 
Week, let every one of you lay by him in ſtore, as God hith proſpered 
him, 1Cor. 16.1,2. wherein every man was to give, according 
as he purpoſed in his Heart, 2 Cor. g..1,5,7. And theſe Free and 
Voluntary Colle&ions and Contributions were put into the hands of 
the Deacons, men of honeſt Report, full of the holy Ghoſt, and 
of Wiſdom; who out of this Stock and Treaſury, were to ſupply 
and rclicve the Neceſſities of all Indigent and Wanting Brethren: 
Hereby all the Services and Neceſſities of che Church were ſupplied ; 
Poole, Zegerm, Grotims. 

Thus the Maintenance of the Goſpel Miniſtry was Free and Vo- 
luntary, by ſuch as received them : And this was Chrift's O:dinance 
by the Mouth of hi: choſen Veſſel Pax!, for the Supply of poor and 
indigent Brethren, and other Uſes and Services of the Church, 

even of Pax!, who had the Mind of Chriſt, who faid to the Elders 
of the Church of Epheſus, That he had kept nothing bac\ that was 
profitable to them, and that ke had declared unto theme the whole 
; | Counſe] 
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Connſelof Ged: Yet nomanreads that he ever taught or ordained 
any other Maintenance of the Golpel Miniſtry & Indigent Brethren, 
than by Free, Spontaneous and Voluntary Contribution; this he 
preached up, who kept back rothing profitable, but declared the 
whole Counſel of God: So that he left no place of divine Right, 
for any other Maintenance, than what he had already declared. 

Now the Locuſts crawling out of the Smoke of:the Pit, Man- 
made Miniſters having nothing but natural Qualifications and Ac- 
compliſhments, they account this Goſpel Maintenance, by Free and 
Voluntary Contribution, as Beggarly and Baſe, as Contemptible and 
Diſhonourable; fo kicks Paul's Ordinance out of place, and counte- 
nance, asI may ſay, and introduces and conſtitutes a more Stately, 
Authorative, Commanding Ordinance of their own, exaQing and 
extorting a Maintenance by Compulſion, not fparing their own 
Flocks, nor others, contrary to Chriſt's Docrine. 

Now, I am herein confident, and bold toafftirm, That theſe ta- 
king away this Ordinance of VOLUNTARY Contribution, 
and inthe room thereof forcibly intruding the Compulſive exati- 
on of Tythes, and any othcr Anti-evangelical Maintenance, are li- 
able to the Curſe pronounced by the Mouth of Paul, who faid, 1F 


any man preach any other Goſpel, than that ye have received, let him be . 


Anathema, Accurſed, Gal. 1. 

IWil/on,in his compleat Chriftian-DiRionary, bears full, lively and 
pregnant Evidence hereunto; ſaying, The Minifters of the primitive 
Church were maintained by the Free and Voluntary Benevolence of 
the People, whoſe zeal and love to the Goſpel were ſo fervent, that they 
were ready to part with all, for the Maintenance of itt: Butthe zeal 
of theſe later dayes (taith he) if any at all, is foceld, that moſt men 
will not part with a Nut-ſhell unto the Miniſters, but what they are 
forced unto. 

He bears a true Teſtimony to the primitive Practice and Inſtituti- 
on;and likewiſe implies, That the neceſſity of forcing a Maintenance is 
among ſuch, and only ſuch, whoſe zeal and fervency to the Golpel 
is quenched, through the prevailing power of Iniquity, ſtreams of 
Babylon : Yet Man-made Miniſters now are lo fired with the Love 
of the Wages of Unrighteouſneſs, as that they Diſpute, Jangle 
and Contend againſt the primitive Ordinance of Free and Voluntary 
Contribution, and corrupt Scripturcs by the intermixture of their 
carnal 
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carnal Reaſon, falte Trndenins Gloſſes, colourable and pleaſant 
Commentaries, manifold artificial Deceits, to defend a Co-ercive, 
Compulſive, Forced Maintenance by Tythes, and other unwarrant- 
able Wages. | 

King Agbarm (as Ecclehiaſtical Hiſtories Report) being grie- 
voully difeaſed in h's Body, and incurable by the skifl of man, was 
cured by Thadews, one of Chrift's Diſciples, without Medicine; 
for the which King Agbarw commanded Gold coyn'd and uncoyn'd 
to be given him; he refuſed it, ſaying, We that have ferſaken our 
ewn, how ſhak we receive other mens * Words ſavouring of heayen- 
ly-mindedneſs; not like the Language of Man-made Miniſters. 

This primitive Inſtitution and Practice of the Firft Daye*s Free and 
Yoluntary ColleRions, for the general NeceGlitics, Ules and Ser- 
vice of the Church continued til] about two Hundred Years aftes 
Chriſt, as Hiſtories mention. ; 

About two Hundred Years after Chriſt, Weekly ColleQions, 
ordained by Panl, ceaſed, and Monethly Colle&ions were intro- 
duced and inftituted; but yet there was no Degeneration from 
the Nature of the thing, as from Free and Voluntary Contribution, 
to Co-ercive ExaRtion. Turtulian, a Latin Father, who lived 
about that time, faith thus; fedicar nnuſquiſq, ſftipem menſtrus 
die, wel cumvelit, et fi medo velit, et ſi modo poſſit, apponit, nam 
wemo compellitur, ſed ſponte confert, hec quaſi depoſita, pietatis ſunt, 
Apologet. Cap. 39. that is, Every one Moncthly, or when he 
pleaſes; and if he pleaſe, provided he be able, gives a competent 
portion; for no man is compelled to this or that Quantity, but gives 
of his own accerd, &c. Poole on 1 Cor. 16. And theſe their Col- 
letions, Contributions and Offerings, were put into the hands ef 
Deacons, for the aforeſaid Chriſtian Utes, 

This Word, ſaith S«/d:, they borrowed from the Heathen, who 
called their ColleRions for their Temples and Dieties, Stipes. 

This ſame Turtullian upbraiding the Gentiles with the Piety and 
Devotion of Chriftians, ſaid in this manner ; ** Whatloever we 
« have inthe Treaſury of our Churches, it is notraifed by Taxation, 
« 25 though we put men to Ranſom theirReligion ; but every man 
« gnce a Moneth,. or when he pleafeth, beftoweth what he thinks 
« 5081, and not without he lifteth; for no man is compelled, but 


« left Free to his own Diſcretion : And what is thus given, is not 
« heltowed 
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« beſtowed in Vanity, but in —_ s the Poor, and Fatherleſs Chil- 
« Jren, and in maintaining of Aged and Feeble Perſons, anduch as 
« have ſuffered Ship-wrack, and ſuch as are condemned to Mettal- 
« Mines, baniſhed into Iflands, or caſt into Priſon for the Chriſtian 
& Faith, pologet. cap. 39. \ : 

Urſin Biſhop of Ree, about theYear 227. taught, * That it was 
« |awtul for Miniſters to receive Pofleſſions and Lands, offered by 
« the truly Religious ; not for their particular uſe, but for the 
© Common good, Polydor de [nvent. The Revenue of them was 
put in the Common Stock, out of which all Neceflities, Uſes and 
Services of the Church were anſwered. 

This way of Monethly Colle&ions or Contributions, for the afore- 
faid Ule'and Service of the Church, continued, as appears by the 
Writings of Euſebins, Tertullian, Origen, Cyprian, and others, till 
the great Perſecution under aximinian and Diecletion, about the 
Year 304. 

Urban, Biſhop of Rome, declared, © That the Church might 
(© receive Lands and Poſſeſſions offered by the Faithful, but not to 
« any Particular Mans Uſe or Benefit ; but that the Revenues 
&« thereof ſhould be diſtributed as other Offerings, as need re- 
« quired. 

Origen faid exprefly, © It isnot lawful for any Miniſter of the 
« Church, to poſſels Lands given to the Church, to his own 
« Ule. 

Further, heſaid to the Miniſters, © Let us depart from the Prieſts 
*« of Pharaoh, who enjoy earthly Poſſcſſions, to the Pricſts of the 
«Lord, whohave no Portion in the Earth. 

Further, this Oreger ſaid in another place, © It behoveth us to be 
« faithful in diſpoſing the Rents of the Church, that we our ſelves 
* devour not thoſe things which belong to the Widows and the Poor; 
* and let us be content with fimple Diet, and neceffary Apparel, 16. 

Homil. on Gen, 

Further,Origen ſpeaking of thoſe words, ſilver & gold have [ none, 
faid, © Behold the Riches of thoſe who were Priefts of Chrift ; bur 
« [et us quickly apply theſe things to our ſelves, who are prohibited 
« by the Law of Chriſt, if we have any regard thereunto, to have 
< Poſſeſſions in the Country, and Houſes in the City ; What do 
« ſay, Poſſcſſions or Heuſes? No, not to multiply Coats or Money; 
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tif we have Food and Rayment, let us therewith be content, Org. 
Flow. 35. on Levit. 

Cyprian Biſhop of Carthage,about the year 250. teſtified, © That 
* the Church maintained many Poor; and that her own Diet was 
© ſparing and plain, and all her Expences full of Frugality, Cypr. Epiſt 
27, 34, 30. | 
Preſper teſtified further, *'That a Miniſter able to live of himſelf, 
< 0ught not to participate of the Goods of the Church ; for (faith 
« he) they that have of their own, and yet deſire to have ſome- 
« what given them, do not receive it without great Sin, Proſp. de 
vit. contemplat. lib. 21. 
In theſe dayes all Neceſſities of Indigent Miniſters, of the Poor, 
of the Baniſhed, of ſuch as were condemned by the Heathen Empe- 
| rors to work in Mettal-Mines, &c. were ſupplied and relieved by 
| Free and Voluntary Contributions, diſtributed by the Deacons, for 
} that end appointed. 
The ſaid Cyprian, about the Year 250. ſpeaking familiarly of this 
thing, called the Brethren that caft in their Monethly-Offcrings, 
Fratres Sportulames, from the Word Sportule, which the Heathen 
Romans uled, for Salaries, Wages, Fees for Judges and Mini- 
ters of Courts of Judicature z This they borrowed from the Hea- 
then Rowaxs, and applied totheir Monethly-ColleQions z Selder. 

- Inche Apoftles dayes Satan tryed the Skip of the Church, Tea- 
chers and Hearers, and as many as he feund unſound, (Lecking, as 
I may ſay) he ſpouted into their Hearts the ſtinking Stream of Co- 
vetouſnels: buf in ſucceeding Ages the Devil, that infernal Sea- 
| Monſter, Phyſeter,ſwallowed up the Ship of the Church,in the whirle- 
} - Pool of Apoſtacy, Ignorance, Pride, Covetoufnelſs, as the Apo- 
» Kle foretold. 

About the Year 310. one Zacina, a devout Maid of Rowe, dy- 
; ing, made Aarcelin Biſhop of Reme her Heir, and gave him all 
her great Subſtance; From that time forth, ſaith Polydor, lib. 6. the 
l Biſhops of Rome were greatly enriched, and then came to be puft ups 
with Pride: Which Riches the Apoſtles denycd. | 

Sylveſter was Biſhop of Rome about the Year 314. When Cor- 
ftantine (the firſt Emperor that embraced the Chriſtsan Faith, -the' 
Son of Conftantins and Helene) offered him a Golden Scepter Fl - 
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refuſed it as a thins not fit for a Prieſts FunRion, Sabel. Euſeb. 
Chron. | 
While the Chuxch was under Perſecution by the Rowan Empe- 


rors, it remained in much Purity of DoQrine and Converfatien; a _ 


time of Sufferings is a time of Seriouſnels: But Conſtantine the 
Great embracing Chriſtianity, his Empire turned Chriſtians by the 


Lump ; whether Nominal or Real, let the Wiſe in Heart judge; 


the Fan being over, Carnal ſecurity, Eaſe, Pride, Covetouſhels 
and Ambition grew up in the Garden of the Church. 

&« After the Church came under Chriftian Princes, (faith erom) 
if in Power indeed and Riches, ſhe became greater, but leſs in Vir- 
*©tue, Tew.2. in via Malchi, 

« Conſtantine (faith Heſpinian) gave great Gifts and Donations 
« rg Churches. Of whichthing Aantnanfaid ; 


Czar hic in neſtram geſtaus pia pefora gentevs 
Irynenſas donauit opes, vaſa aurea, fundes, 
 Unde Sacer dites magnis proventibus anti. 


Through Conflantine the Clergy grew moſt Wealthy, 
Poſſcfling Lands, and Gold alſo in Plenty. 


Tais Conſtantine gave to Sy/vrfter Biſhop of Rome, the City Rome, | 


and-great Lands and Bominions thereabouts, alſo a Triple Crown, 
in tqken that he made him Supream Heag aver all: Churches in 
Ajiaz Africaand' Europe, as fyme of their own Writers mention; 
tkaugh others queſtion-it, At: the titne of this Nonation, a- Voice 
was heard ſrom Heaven, Hedie vengnum funditur in. ecolefiam ;, This 
Day Paylonis pouredinto the Church, Hermannu Gigast, Napier, 
Biſhop Zewe/ on Hag. And the ſame Wards were written in the 
preſence of. many-upon a Wall in the LaterawPalace z as faith nr 
leelin, Nauclerw, Napier, 

'Twasa true Saying of 44g: Aſarl. on As.20. 4.5. Religio pe- 
perit.diviteas, ot filiadevorauvit Matrems, thatis, Religion.brought: 
terth Wealth, and the Daughter devoured the Mather. 

Sylveſter vas thefirſt (if Hiſtories may be credived) who let: is 
a- Deludge of Maſs-Priefts, Orders, Ornaments,. Femples, Sing» 
ing-men, Sacrifices, Sanuarics, Veſtiments, Oyntments, Surpli- 
cs, Miters, embroidered Garaicnts, under this pretence; 
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7. That Chrift:an-Religion might not ſeem inferiour to Hea- 
:heniſm, in outward Luſtre and Pomp. 

2, That the Pagans by the likeneſs of theſe Rites, with theirs, 
might be the more eaſily drawn to Chriſtianity. Pareus on Rev. 8. 
** Muft Evi] be done, that Good may come of it? Was letting in 
««Strearas of Babylon, the Way to lead others out of Babylon ? 
« Mad it not been more Chriſtiarn-like, if he had ſaid, 1muſt net go 
*« ro ther, they muſt cometom. Vet all was not hereby quite ſpoil- 
«ed; theStar, called Wormwoed, fell but upon the third part of 
*« Rivers and Fountains, Rev. 8. All were not Imbittered thereby 
© nor Corrupted. 

This Conſtantine the Great demoliſhed Pagan Temples, cauſed 
Churches, ſo called,to be built, enriched them with great Gifts and 
Pofſcſſions; and gave to Sylveſter, and to his Succeſſors, as ſeveral 
teſtifie, the City Rowe, and the Lordſhip of /taly, and trarſlated 
his Imperial Seat. to BiXawiur, from his Name, called Conſtan- 
tnople. 

Solvafter adviſed that the Revenues of the Church ſhould be di- 
vided into four Parts, whereof one was to go to the Maintenance 
of the Biſhop; the Second part to the Prieſts, Deacons, and to the 
reſt of the Clergy; the Third part tothe repairing of places of pub- 
lick Worſhip; the Fourth part to the Poor, Impotent and Stran- 
gers: But inall this, there was no mention of Tythe, which the 
Clergy now hath ſeized on, and People are forced to maintain the 
Poor, and to Contribute to Repair their Churches, fo called ; and 
upon denyal, greatly Suffer for the fame. ps 

Honeſt Wick{sf* having his Eyes in meaſure opened, to fee the 
Evil that ſpread as a Leprofic in the Church, through Conſt artines 
bounty, bare Teſtimony, ſaying, © Conſtantine the Emperor, and 
« Biſhop Sylveſter eommitted great Error, through their enriching 
« the Church, For this and other Articles, . the Council of Con- 
ſtance, a City of Helvetia, under Pope Fohn the Twenty fourth, 
pronounced this Vickliff a Heretick, and commanded his Bones to 
be digged out of the Earth and Burned, Suw. Conc. et Pontif. 

Though in this Sylvefter's Day, much was amils in the Church, 
yet little in compariſon of after Ages; for the bottomleſs Pit was 
but (asI may ſay) beginning to ſmoke ; his Day was. but as the 
drep of a Bucket to the main Ocean, to enſui1g Dayes, the 
| H 3 | Mid-night 
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Mid-night of Apoftacy, wherein DoQtinal Errors -and Covetous 
Praftices Carkned Sunand Air, ſpoiled the Glory of the Primitive 
Church. | Pi 

If I ſhould Particylarize what vaſt Sums of Money went out of 
England in the Dayes of Popery, to the See of Rowe, it would 
ſeem incredible: As, 

Firft, By way of firft Fruits, paid antiently to the Pope; but 
by a Statute of Henry the Eighth wrefted from the Pope, and gi- 
ven to the King, his Heirs and Succeffors forever. 

Secondly, By Legative Levies, . the Pope having, or pretending 
need, vaſt ſums of Moncy were exacted and levied through this 
whole Kingdom, by Legats and Officers for that purpoſe, deputed 
by the Pope. 

Thirdly, By Appeals to the Court of Rome, incredible ſums were 
out of this Nation exhauſted. 

Fourthly, By Dilpenſations, vaſtſums of Money were drawn to- 
KR ome: : 

Fifthly, Tndulgences and Pardons were of the like Magnetick fa- 
culty, to draw Money to Rome. | 

S3xthly, By Jubile's, Pilgrimages and Vows, &s. both at lated 
and arbitrary times: So that one Adew ferrymonth called the 
Engliſh, the Popes Aﬀes, willing to bear unſufferable Burthene. . 

Aantnan, a Carmelite Fryar, touched Rome to the quick in this 
manner, ——- Heu | Rome ſola pecunia regnat , Exilinm virtus. 


” — 


patitur,—— Thus Engliſhed, 


Alas! at Rowe now Wealth beats ſway, 
And Virtue Chaſte is thas'd away. x 


But to return to the- Primitive praQtice;- though through Cox- | 
flantine and Sylveſ/er much Unſoundnefs ctpt-into the Church, yet F: 
the Maintenance of indigent Miniſters, and the: ſupply of the 
Churchcs-Neceſſities, by free and voluntary Contribution, accord- 
ing to the Inſtitution of Chriſt, and his choſen Veſſel Pani, was not 
oſt. 
Euſebim,, Biſhop, of Cefarea, in the dayes of Conſtantine, ſaid, 
«If thou doſt:poſſels a Garment; or any other thing, more then 
*«extream necefſity doth require, and doſt not help the Needy, 
*« thou art a Thicf and a Robber. 
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The Couhcil at Aztzoch, inthe Year 340. finding the Detcons' 
very faulty, orcained that the Biſhops ſhould diftribute the Goods 
of the hurch, requiring that they took not any part to themſelves, 
nor to the Prieſts an! Brethren that lived with them, unleſs Neceffity 
juſtly required1t; alledging the Apoffles Words, Having Food aud 
Rayment, be therewith content, Conc.: Ant. Cap. 25. 

Hitherto the Neeeffities of the Miniſters, as of others, were 
fupplicd and relieved by Free and: Voluntary Contributions, and 
Offerings of Lands, Moneys, Goods; and People were much 
prefſcd to þountiful Contribution for Holy and Chriſtian uſes. Fe- 
yom, eminent in his day, about the Year 384. and Chry/oftews Bi- 
ſhop of Conflantinople, about the Year 398. Iaboured mveh in that 
point, and alledged the Few:ſh payment of Tythe,: for an Example 
to Chriſtians; below which they would not have Chrif1ians to de- 
termine their Charity, not binding them to this os that quanti- 
ty, but perſwading and preſfing that they might not come ſhort of 
the Fews,. in point of Charity ; their Writingsclearly and undeni- 
ably hold out-this thing ; and this is the firſt mention of Tythe I 


read of, produced only as an Example, to ſtir up the Sparks of 


Chriff:an Charity. | 

Ambrofe Biſhop of Milan, and Auguſtin Biſhop of Hippo, ſoon 
after, or about the Year 400. ſcrewed a Peg higher, from the Law 
given to the 1/rae/3tes, for the payment of Tythe, which Chrift 
aboliſhed, they impoſed the payment thereof, with heavy Penal 
ties, for Holy uſes, as the phraſe then was: Auguſtin taught that 
ſuch as defired a Reward, or Pardon of Sins, they ſhould pay 
Tythe; yet conſider towhat. end they required them, that the 
Poor might not want, ſaying, God had reſerved them for their uſe, 
Ambr. de penitent. Auguft. in Serwone de temper. 

Yet inthe Sun-ſhine of Primitive Purity, an Eternal reward and 
Remiſſion of Sins was witnefled, and the Poor were provided for, 
without recourle to the Typical Levitical Maintenance by Tythe. 

The Kxample of theſe two great Biſhops, Awbro/e and Anguſtin, 
and the ſweetneſs of the Morſell, fired Churck-men' inte that Do- 
Arine ; ſo that-Les, the grear Pope, about the Year 440. Severin 
about the Year 470. Gregory alſo, and others, grounding their 
Docrine on 44oſes's Law, ſtirred men up to thepayment of Tythe, - 

: 4 
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ro offer the ſame to the Church, Leo de jejun, dec. wenſ. ot eleemaſ. 
Greg. Hom. 16. in Evangel, 

otwithſtanding the Example , Dofrine and Threats of the 
aforcſaid, and others, it was not a generally received Do&rine,that 
Tythe ought to be paid, till about the Year 800. Agobard Biſhop 
of Lyons; Selden of Tythe. 
The Biſhop for the moſt part intheſe Ages, lived in fome Monas 
ſtery, and his Clexgy with him, from whence he ſent them into the 
Country within his Dioceſs to Preach, and they brought all the Of. 
ferings they received into the Common Treaſury, out of which, the 
Neceſſities of the Biſhops, Priefts, Poor, Diſtreſſed, Sick, Stran- 
gers, were ſupplied and relieved ; places for publick Aﬀemblies, 
called Churches, were built and repaired: the Prieſts then had not 
ſucha particular Intereſt in the Free and Voluntary Offerings, as 
after they uſurped. 

About the Year 800,900, 1000. and after, Tythes were called 
the Lord's Goods, the Patrimony of the Poor, Tributes of poor 
Souls, Stipends of the Poor, of Strangers: Hereupon the Coun- 
cilat Nants declared, That the Clergy wasnot to ule them as their 
own, but as commended to their truſt: And they were not then 
given particularly to the'Clergy, but for the uſe and relicf of the 
Poor. 

Bernard Abbot of Claravalls, who lived in the Year4 127. Cons 
temporary with Hugo de Sacrowvittore, bare Teſtimony to this pur- 
poſe, in a Sermon upon Lakethe 17th, and iaferred thus; 

« Truly the Goods of the Church, are the Patrimony of the 
« Poor, and whatloever. thing the. Miniſters and Stewards of the 
« ſame do take unto themſelves, more then.is ſufficient for a compe- 
« tent Living, the fame is taken.away from the Poor by Sacrilegi- 
« ous Cruelty. | 

In theſe Dayes People being brought to believe that their Tythe 
ought to be given for the uſe of the Poor, as the thefirſt Preachers 
up of Tythe held. out, they were-more deſirous to give them to the 
Poor, then to the Prieſt; at length thefoul and loarhſome Lepre- 
ſie of Covetoufnels fo far infeted; the Clergy,as that Prieſts(through 
the Auxiliaries, or, Aliſtants of Popes and Councils) quiteſhoulder- 
cd out the Poor and Needy, and ſcized vpon the Whole, as rave- 
nous Vulters ſcize on their Prey. | The 
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The DoArine of Pope [nneeent the Third, about the Year 1200. 
relating to pluck the Bread out of the Mouth of the Poor, and to 
give it tothe Prieſt, ſounded [weetly in the Priefts Ears. 

What was his DoFrine? ſay ſome. _ x 

I Azſwer ;, This Pope Innocent the third,preaching on the Charity 
of Zachens, laid, Graviter peccant qus decimas et primitias non reddunt 
Sacerdotibuſed eas pro voluntate difflribuunt indigentibus;that is, They 
are hainous Offenders, who give Tythes and firſt Fruits to the Poor, 
and not to the Prieſts. Certainly this Doarine.could not but aftoniſh 
and amaze the People, concluding them Hainous Offenders, for the 
ebfervance of that which had for Generations been Preached up as. 
Meritoxious: Is there not occaſion giyen to cry out, 


w—— Qnid non mortaliapetora cogis, 
* Aurt ſacra fames ? 


Golds Luftre mortaF men doth ſo bewitch, 
Leudly toaRt, in order to be Rich, 


Further, a General Council held at Zyons undey Pope Gregory the: 
Tenth, in the Year 1274. Conftituted, that thenceforth it ſhould 
not be lawful for men to give their Tythes where they would, as 
ithad been before, but thar they ſhould pay all their, Tythes to the 
Mother-Church : Mence *tis evident that People might diſpoſe of 
their Tythes as they pleaſcd, till they-werereſtrained'by Popes, and 
Popifh Councils. 1212013 1 | 

The Council of Trezt under Pope P: the Fourth, about the 
Year 1560. commanded, that all Mcn of what degree. and.conditi-- 
on ſocyer, who were lyable to pay Tythes, ſhould juſfly pay the: 
ſame, after that time, to. the Cathedral"Chupch,: or to any other 
Church, or Perfon, to.whom the ſame was of risht.due.: This is 
the Magna Charts, (asT may.fay) the great Decree,  direQly 
conſtitutingTythes,, all, or moft of what was before,ſuppoſcd them: 
as.due by ſome foxmer.right, nt 136 

"The Ecclehaltical are abroad,,.in order t6 Tythes,; being inſome. 
meaſure tonched ;, fare-Whay eghicetning.qur ovin Nation may be. 
3 Rs}; ah nc nach 

: Philip the Apoltſe, (as Hiſtories.report) \ſerit Foſepb of Arima-. 
thes, and others witli him, into this Nation, anticntly calleft Bree: 
| MAR, 
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#45n, in the Reign of Arwragus; they allo tell us of King Luetus, 
Converted to the .Chriftian Faith : What Footing the Chriſtian 
Religion had in the Britiſh Yayes, among the Brittaing, 1 forbcar 
to touch, having never read any thing of their payment of Tythes, 
or any other forced Maintenance : This Lucins was the firſt of the 
Kings of Exrope, (as *tis ſaid). whoſe Diadem was brightned with 
the Heavenly Gleames of Chriftsanity, Verſt. 

About the Year 290. in the Dayes of Dizocleſian the Emperor, 
began the firſt Perſecution of Chriftians in Briteains There was one 
Alban, a Brittifh Pagan, who received into his Houſe one Amphi= 
balns, a Chriftian, who Hed from his Perfecutors ; this Alban was 
convinced by the ſweet Converſation of Amphibalas, . {a was to be 
Beheaded; in going to the place of Execution, his intended Execu- 
tioner was ſmitten in his Conſcience, and threw down his®Sword at 
Albans Feet, deſiring to dye for him, or with him; he was put to 
death with Alban: the manner of 41bar's Death was Engraven up- 
on a Marble Stone, and wasſet up in the City Yerulawminm, or Ye- 
7#lam, for a terror to Chriſtians; This City after was ruined, and 
of the Ruincs of it, a: Town was built, to this very Day called St. 
Albans, in memory of the Martyrdom of Alvar in that place : not 
long after,the ſame Romans caught Ampbibalus, & put him to Death 
rear theſame place, where Alban. had ſuffered: Of this Alba 
one wrote, AMlbappm egregitum fecunda Brittannia profert... | 

-- Brittain fertill of all-Good _ % 
Waſh't with glorious Albar's Bloed. 


"The barbarous Saxons over-Fap- this Brittiſh Nation, exerciſing 
Cruel Perſerutions upen them, till the very Name of Chriſtian was 
Þ!otted out; and thoſe Sax crefted a Heptarchy, that s,. afeven 
fold Kingdom .in this Land, "x ag 


" ' , } 1 : 


About the Year 600. ot ſoon after one Gregory, Arch-Deacon 
As. they. fa '*' "of Rome, ſaw two Northumbrian Youths expoſed to 
Gith == s Þ» '$efold; he demanded, Whetice they were ? It was C 
+... anſwered by lome by ſtanders, , That. they wene 
Anths, of the' Province Deira, called fp! Hooded, and "that 
they were Subje&s of ' Ala; King © 


fNorthiusbertand, and by Re-. 

ligion Pagers: . Gregory framed this Allyfion, that the Argli, like 

whto Angels, ſhould be tnatcht, . Des ire, from, the Wrath of Pots 
. IIS | * FT © | > £ T8 PE "i & 1 
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and fhavld be taughs to ſing Hallelujah, This Gregory obtainin 
Licence of Beneditt the Pope, refolved to come and Preach —_ 
the' Engliſh, but the Romanrs through their deſire to, his preſence, 
recalled him from his Purpoſe and Journey. Ks 

; This Gregory after ſucceeding in the PapabGcat, fent Abbot 4g* 
 guftin, and fome zealous Monks with him, to preach the Faith of 
® Rome to the Engliſh Nation,: whoſaſely, arrived at the Iſle T anct 4 


this Auguſtin ſent a Meflage to: Erhelbert a Sagon, King of Kent, 


Thathe was come:from Rome to proffer Hi aven, uponghcir regep- 
tion of his Evangelicat Mefſage. , | : Ny - I Je 
'  Ethelbert gave him and them a Meeting, who adyanced for their 
Standard a Silyer Croſs, and the painted Imaze: of Chriſt, ſinging 
the folemn'Litanies,8c. Erhelbert ſaid unto them, Fair and ample are 
' the Promiſes which you bring, yet ſuch as being new ind nncertain, 1 
cannot haftily a{ſent uo : * Nevertheleſs becanſe you are Strangers, 
ana are come afar to impart ala us the Knowledge of things, $4 
doubtleſs you judge the tratſt and beſt, we will, not recompence you 
with any Moleſtation,but will Friendly entertain yay; nor do we. forbid, 
whom you can by Preaching, to gainto your Belief. He allotted them 
a Refid: m:e in Canterbury, his chief: City. Atilton. _ | *; 
« The Example of their Holy Life, (faith my Author) ſpent in 
& Prayer, Faſting, and continual Labour in the Preaching, of the 
« Goſpel zained many, on whole Bounty and the King's, ; receiving 
.«« only what was neceflary, from thofe that received them, they 
« ſubhſted, * % | : 
Pope Gregory clearly held out to Auguſtin, that he. and his AMR- 
ants ſhould live- according to the Primitive Order, - among whom 
none aid any. thing was his own, of the things he poſſcilcd,, but all 
things were common' among them: . Where I oblexye, . that al- 
though they werEalmoſt ſmothered at Rowe with the Eno noke of the 
Pit, yet they had a ſight into 'the Primitive Order, as to Jive,of 
the Eree and Voluntaty bounty of ſuch as received them which 
Auguſtin at firlt obferved. Iz. | —_ 
= Venerable Bede faith, © Thil1uouſtin and his Companions firlt co- 
; & mins to'Kifts: Ethelbert in Kent,began there: to 1;nitate the. way & 
XK courte of the primitive Church receiving, pnly;Necefſarics from 
« fach as received them and their DoQrine, Bed. Hiſt. . Here was no 
* preaching vp of -Tythes, no —_—a_ of a Compullixe Mainfenance : 
£4 | : "i | ov 
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Now how long this courſe of living of the Free and Voluntary 
Bounty of the People, according to the primitive [aſtitutionand 
Pra ce continued, Hiſtory gives me not much SatisfaQtion,; yet 
Conjeures there are from the Teſtimony of Bede, till the time of 
Henry the third, no Tythes as Tythes, were generally-paid; but 
only a Decree was made, That for every twenty Shillings Rent, a 
Farthing a Sunday, ſo call'd, was to be paid, which came to fifty tw 
Farthings yearly : This was given by way. of Offering, but was 
foppeſed as Dune; and the Tenth part of the yearly Rent of their 
Houſes, Bede, Lingwood. 141A | 

 Ethelberr, the King of Kent, being drawn by Auguſtix to enn- 
brace the Faith, Do&rine and Worthip of Pepal Rewe, multitudes 
of his SubjeAts ſramed a Conformity therxeunto : Upon this Luguſtiz: 
informed Pope Gregory of his Succeſs; whereupon Pope Gregory 
ordained him Arch Biſhop of rhe Engliſh.  Adoltor... 
Pope Gregory ſent others, - as dolurm, Fnſius, Panlinus, Rufi- 
1141, and others, whe brought ſtrange tuff with them into. this our 
Nation, as Veſfcls, Veſtiments forthe Altar, Coaps, Reliques, and a 
F altfor A»ftin the Areh-Biſhop to fay Maſs in. Afilron. | 

A great part of the Nation being in alittle time brought to the 
Romith Faith, they beganto-with-draw from their Dependance and 
Reliance upon the Free and Voluntary Contributions gf their Con- 
verts,and þegarto preach pp the old Reman Dodtrine 3: That Tythes 
ought tobe paid, and that Pardonof Sins:\might be merited, the 
Torments, of Hell avoided by fuch good Works: Thus the Poor, 
Dcpraved, *Deluded, Seduced and igharant People, through the 
$orceries gf their Pollitick Leaders, -the Priefts, were drawn to the 
Y ofuntary Contribution of their Tythes, or of what portion there- 
of "they pleaſed, + ro Monaſteries, 'Nunneries, Abbeys, Monks, 

Nun:, Abbots, Priors, Prioreffes, Hoſpitals, Pogr, &c. Which 
Donatfons at {ength were confirmed by the Canon Law ; and fuch as 
had not Voluntarily beſtowed their Tythe, they were forced there- 
unto by Laws and Statutes; and a general ExaRien thereof through 
the whole Kingdom was eſtabliſhed upan the Clergy. 

In this Mid-night of Popery, Tythe or Tepths were aceounted 
the Souls Ranfome, and preachce ſs tobe by the covetous Clergy 
Yo that inthe Belief hereof, People gave not only Tythes, but Lands 
. alſo to Religious Houſes, fs called. Who would deay the Soul's 

« « | Ranſom, 
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Ranſom, Endleſs Life, if-lo to be purchaſed? In the Belief of this 
Doarine, the Clergy had almoſt gotten the thixd part of the Lang ; 
and but that the Law againſt Mortmaig prevented, might flrangely 
have prevailed by further Encroachments. 

Now in order to owe People to be devout and exatt inthe Pays 
ment of Tyrhe, they tell usa Miracle thereto, relating,. how that 
Anſtin at a certain time coming to 4 place called Cometon, to preach, 
the Prieft of the place made complaint againſt the Lord of the Iannor, 
for detaining his Tythe ; for which thing Auftin Excommunicated 
him; and ſaying Maſs at the Altar, forbad Excommunicated Per- 
fons to be preſent thereat: Pxejently a drad Corps, buried One Hundred 
and Seventy years before, aroſe ext of his Grawe, and fiood afar |, 
dnring the Celebrating of holy Ma. Aultin aiked him what he was 8 
He ſaid, He was a man that in his Life-time would never pay Ty:ke 
to the Prieft, ſo was excommunicated z and dying, went to Hell for 
that Crime. Auſtin raiſed the dead Prieft, who affirmed, That that 
man would never pay his Tythe. Auſtin. /ext the live dead.Corps to 
his Grave again; ſaying, He had ſuffered long in Hell, that is, in 
Purgatory. The Lord of the pes wo. all this, mas much tev- 
rifted, and fell at Auſtin's feet, confeſſing his Fault ; became 4. due 
Payer of his Tythe all. bis Life-time ; Fol de Grand ſono, Fohax, 
Anghci Hiſtoria Aurea. | 

Such Deſtſions as theſe, as alſo the DoQrine of Merits, and of 
Tythe being the Seuls Ranſom, being received by the Credulous, 
Deluded Saxons, the Saxon Kings intheis reſpeftive'Ringdoms of 
the Heptarchy, andintheir reſpeive Reigns, made Laws and De 
crees for the due Payment of Tytkes. 

Micah, a Seer of the Lord, is his day cryed out, Wil the Lord 
be pleaſed with Thouſands of Rams, or with ten Thouſands of Rivers 
of Oz!1? 1mplying, He would not, where Juſtice, Love of Mer- 
cy and' Humility.did not truly ſeaſon and poſſeſs the Inwards, 44tc. 
G6. The true Church made up of living Stones, Elec and Precious, 
witneſſed Chrift, the Amen, the true and faithful Witneſs, to he 
their Ranſom; their Redemption, their Redeemer from Dcath, 
Hell and the Graye : But the Depraved -and Mifſ-led S$4x07s, 
through: the ſpiritual Inchantments of their Teachers, were brought 
to account Tythe-giving,. to be the Souls Ranſom. I could produce 
multitudes of their Donations, — what | ſay. io 

2 | 


- OS 
IS 


(.68)) | | | 
' In the daYes of Henry the ſecond; Nicholas Fitz Turold gave his 
Tythein Chilrune to that Monaſtery: The Form and Contents of 
his Donation was thus : 


Be it known to thoſe that are preſent, and to thoſe that ſhall ſucceed, 
That I Nicholas, the Son of Turold, for the Salvation of my Soul, 
and of my Parents, &c. have granted to the aforeſaid Church,to be held 
forever, the Tythes of my Land, which I poſſeſs inthe Village of 

Chiltuae, . &c. | 

1 William de Albincie do grant wnto God, and ro_$t Andrew of 
Rocheſter,andro the Monks having Refidence there, all my Tythes, & 6. 
for the Soul of King William, 4nd for the Soul of King Henry, and 
for my own Soul,and for the Sou's of my Father and Mother, \and of my 
Wife, andof my Brother Nigellus, «nd of my Nephew Humphry, and 
for the Seuls of my other Parents, alive and dead. 


't Knew all men, That 1 Payn Sheriff of Surrey,- do give and grant 
the Tythes of Geddings, which my Arceſtors gave to God, and to the 
Church of Sr Andrew of Rocheſter, for the Soul of my Father, and 
of my Mother, and for me and my Wife, and the ſame Church bath 
yranted unto me, that after our Death, the Anniverſary of me, and 


of my Wife, ſhall yearly be performed forever, Thus a former Grant- 
was confirmed. BR”. 


Richard Trefgoz eorfirmed to God, and to the Church of bleſſed 
Mary ef Boxgrave, andto the Monks there, ſerving God, for the Sal- 
vation 6f his Soul, and of hiv Wife and Predeceſſors, and that Maf 
Fhonld berilebrated thrice aWeekin the aforeſaid Church, for his Soul, 
"and his Wive's Soul, and for the Soulrof his Father and Mother, and 

Anceſtors, all the Donations whnclghis Father Philip had given, as wt 

#n Lands as in Tythes. Moreover, he gave all the ſmall Tythes of his 
Marnour; of Lawbs, Calves, Foals, Chickins, Piggs, Wool, Cheeſe, 
Apples, Fruit, wa word, of whatever wa Tytheable, 


Out ef a Charter of King Stephen, made to the Priory of Eye in Suf- 
- folk, thisfollowing may beread, 


{ + Stephen, bythe Grace of God King of England, rowched with 
| the 
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the Love of God, KISS. |. 0 my Soul, + and of my Fa" 
ther*s Soul, and of my Adether's Soul, andof. wy Anceſtors, Kings, 
do give unto God, and to the. Church of St Peter of Eye, aud to the 
Alonks there ſerving Cod, that they may have all their Profits quiet, 
and free from all Exattion, in Lands, Tythes, Churches, Poſſeſſions, |, 
&c. Thus he corfirmtd former Grants, ſuppoſing them Due, Pious, * 
of g00d Effefts and Conſequences. Selden. 


Thus for the obtaining of Maſſes, Anniverſaries, Remiffion of Sing; 
Salvation of Souls, of the dead and of the living, and other Rea» 
ſons, Papiſts gave Tythes to Papiſts ; theſe, or what portion there- 
of they picaſed, were Voluntarily beſtowed-on Monks and Mona- 
ftcries, Nuns and Nunneries, Abbots and Abbeys, Priors and Prio- 
rics, Hoſpitals, on the Poor ; atlaſt all theſe Voluntary Grants, te 
be held as pure and perpetual Aims, were confarmed by civil Laws, 
and Epiſcopal; and tuch as had not Voluntarily beſtowed them, were 


forced thereto by Laws and Statutes. 
About the Year 902. ſt:itt Examinationwas made at Shrifts, that 


is, Confeſſions, in theſe words: ' aft theu at any time weglefted 


zo pay the Tenthto God? If ſo, veflore to God four fold ; andthen 
muſt thou ſuffer Penance with Bread and Water Twenty Dayes. 
Selden. | 

After it was determined by Laws, Canons and Decrecs of Kings, 
Popes, Councils and Bifhops, That every man ought to [9 Tythes ; 
yet the Owner ha Liberty ts confer it where he pleaſed 5 whereby 
Abbeys and Monafteries were wonderfully cnricked,- till Pope 1nne- 
cent the third, in or about the Year 1209. + | 

Upon the aforeſaid Conſideration, ' this'{:nocent the third, by his 
Decetal-Fpiſtle to the Biſhop of 'Carterbary,' commanded him,” To 


enjoyn every mantopay hisT emporal Goods to theſe that miniſtred Spiri- 


tual things tothem; and the ſame was enforced by Ecdeliaftical Cen- 


. fures. -And-this was-the Riſe, Beginning and Original of Generaf 


parochial Payment of *Tytnes in Englapd: - This the Popeenjoyned, 
notwithſtanding any Cuſtoms the contrary. The Popes Decree is 

recorded by Coke,” in the ſecondipart of his Inffiitures. ; 
After this: Inmecemt thethird, about the Year-1200. hadreftrain- 
6d tie Freeand Voluntary Diftridution of Tyr: es, andſettleda pa- 
rochial Payment thereof; in Purſaance and Confirmation thereef, 
Gregory 


£ _ | 
Ergcery the tenth, about the ve 1254- ordained; That it /aonid 
6h, & awful for men te geve their Tube: at their own Pleaſure, where 
they wauld, as it had been ; but to pay all their Tythes tothe Mother- 


Church, this faith Ciſternienſcs. Thus the Pope prevailed with - 


People..to pay their Tythes ; and after fcrewing a Peg bigher, 
limiited People to the Payment thereof, according / to his Ap- 
pointtment, £25 
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CAP.VIL 
Of the Riſe of firſt Fruits in Chriſtian Churches. 


' A Ccording to the HMoſaical Diſpeniation, a portion of firſt ripe 
Fruits were offercd unto the Lord ; and this did Santifie the 
Remainder of Fruits; and by thele the Fews were raiſed up into 
hopes of enjoying their-whole Crop in.due Seafan, Exod:2 2.29. This 
-was a Type fulfilled inthe Subſtance, Chriſt Jeſus, the Glory &f the 
Evangelical Diſpenſation. Paw haying received Chriſt, the end of all 
the Jewiſh Types, Figures, Shadows, Offerings, firft Fruits, preach- 
ed not up the Jewiſh firſt Fruits, but Chriſt the end thereof, who 
SanQifies all that receive him, and raiſes inithem Hope and: ſtrong 
Confidence for the Fruition of the Crown of Life, Now (faith 
Paul) Chriſt ts riſer: from the dead, end is become the firft Fruits of 
#hem that ſlept, 1 Cor. 15,20. Yea, and the Saintsin Chriſt are 
the Evangelical firſt Fruits, taken;out af the. Refidue of men; as the 
Jewiſh firſt Fruits were taken qut of thereſt; an Qffering unto! the 
Lord. Of bis,own Will begat he uw (ſaith Zames): by the Word of 
Truth, that we ſhould be a kind of . fir Fruits of his Creatures, Jam. 
1.18. Yeg and Fohn called the Hundred Forty and Four Thouſand, 
who (toad on Mount. Szer with the Lamb, Thefyft Frurts unto Gad, 
8nd tothe Levb, Rev, I 4» 4 ; 11-9141 31 ts if 
; Thugin Goſpel ayes, 'the Jewiſh feſt Fruits: were not preached 
up, but Chriſt the End thereof, (the End of the firſt Covenant, Guft 
Prigfthoad, and-its'Typical Appurtebances, ' evenChrift, the 'Evan- 
gelical firſt Fruits. So who preach up the Figure, the Subſtance 
being come, ſuch are Antichrifts, - 1657 | 2 | 
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Now after the rifing of the (202 of the Pit, darkning Sun and 
Air, fpoiling the Glory of the primitive Chureh, the Beaft that had 
lenz plunged in the Sea, was rifen out of the Sea, the Pope had 
gotten the Supremacy ; he. by colour of the Jewiſh Laws, which 
gave Tythes to the Levires, (gained an Univerſal Payment of Tythes 
to his Clergy; he as Succeffor of the Jewiſh high-Pricft, claimed 
to himſelf firſt Fruits and Tenths, denying thereby Chrift Jeſus ts 
be come in the Fleſh, the End of Types, Shadows and Figures : 
Firſt Fruits and Tenths are-but a late I tion,claimed by the Pope, 
as Succeffor to. the Jewiſh high-Prieft, -as Cooke, inthe third part of 
his ]nſtztutes teſtifies. | | 

Though it was long e*re the Pope hropght topaſs his Attempt of 
Tenths to himſelf, from all his inferiour Priefts in England, 
yet at laſt it was cfieted : Yea, and the Laws of this Na- 
tion ſhew, that there was no little ſtrugling by Kings and Com- 
mons .in Parliament againſt faſt Fruits, calling the ſame, -.4z 
Horrible Miſchief, and a Damwable C uſtom : Yet not fo Horrible, 
Miſchievous or Dammnaþble, but the Pope wauld receive them, and 
Man-made Miniſters preach them up. 

Fhe Payment of firſt Fruits and Tenths were continued to the 
Fope,as annexed to his Chair, as Succeſſor to the Jewiſh high-Prieft, 
Head of the Church, till the days of Henry the 8th, who then de- 
nyed the Popes Supremacy, and afſumed it tohimſelf ; and by A - 
of Parliament got firſt Fruits and Tenths angexed to his Crown: Thus 
the Aaronical Types and Figures were received from hand to hand, 
entertained among the Profcfſors of Chriſtianity ; which thing be- 
ing duely canftder'd, is Antichriftian, a Denyal of Chrift to be come 
in the Fleſh. This being ſettled on King. Henry and. his Succeffors, 
through want of Conſideration, and' of a divine Underſtanding ; 
and being ſuppoſed a Due, is continued among eroteſtants, pretend- 
fag to be high Shazers inReſformation. 
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CAP. VII. 
Of the Rife of Morcuaries. 


be the Mid-night of Popery, Prieſts begot in People a Belief, 
K that their Prayers, Mails-Services, Obits, &c. were wonderful 
effcual to bring the Souls of the deceaſed out of Purgatory : So 
*twas appointed, that: the Relit, the Wife of the Deceaſed, was 
to pay ten Shillings more 6r leſs to the Prieft; and this was called a 
Mortuary. And why muſt fhe pay ſo much tothe Prieſk? That the 
Prieſt might pray for the Soul of her Deceaſed Husband; and tht 
ſome of their Metits, which they had in ſtore, might be ſhared out 
to him; -pretending, They had'a flock of Merits to ſell," to fſuth as 
came with Money in their hands.” jd 

Selden mentions a Synod in [reland, wherein it appears, that a 
man might have bequeathed his Burial to what Abbey he would; and 
that-the- Abbot thereof ſhould have his Apparel, his Horſe and his 
Cow for a Mortuary, atthonghhe/had þefore'beſtowed all he had 
. upon another Abbot. ba | | 

Now the Pope being denyed, anda Reformation-intended, the 
Clergy concluded, that it was grols and idolatrous to receive Mor- 
tuaries upon ſuch a Conſideration; and yet unwilling to- part. with 
fuch a ſweet Morſel, deviſed a more” plaufible- conſideration, and , 
that was, That: Mortvaries ſhould be given in Recompente: of 
Tythes, not dyely paid in the' Life-time-; not confidering, that in 
this very thing, they condetnnall their Hearers, as Fraudulent and 
Deceitful,ſo muſt have a Recompencefor the Fraud,Guile, & Uniuff 
dctaining of Church-dues in their Life-time. The Apoſtles pract {- 
ed no ſuch thing, but bare Teſtimony, That men ſhould ariſe, ſtain- 
ed with Covetous Praftiſes. *Tis a fhaine, that Proteſtants, to called, 
from proteſting to renounce Popery, ſhould be ſo defiled and conta- 
minated with {uch Covetous Pra&tices. b--5 

In the dayes of Henry the 8th, *twas enated, That the Biſhops of 
Bangor, Landaff, and Sr Aﬀaph, andthe Arch- Deacon of —_— 

on 
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ſhould take Mortnaries of the Priefl within their FuriſdiTions 1, as had 
been accuſtomed. 

This Henry enatted, T hat no Mortuary ſhould be demanded where 
the Goods of the dead Perſon (Debts dedufted) amount not to the 
value of ten Marks. | 

Nor above the Sum of three Shillings four Pence, when they exceed 
not thirty pound. 

Nor above ſix Shillings tight Pence, when they exceed thirty Pound 
but nnder forty. | 

Nor above ten Shilling s, when they amount to forty Pound, or above, 
Thus after the primitive dayes, Chriſt the Law-giver, to, of and 
is the Church, and bis DoQtrine of Free and Voluntary Contributt- 
on was denyed, and covetous Pra&ices commanded and allowed by 
men inthe Apoſtacy, were entertained ; and what ſpoil and havock 
hath been, and is made upon the Deniers of theſe Scthſh, ldolae 

trous, Antichriſtian, Irreptitious Cuſtoms, who is ignorant ? 


CAP. VIII 
Of the Statute againſt Mortmain. ; 


\ ( Ortmain is a French word, and ſignifies, a dead hand; *tis in 

the common Law, An Alienation of Lands or Tenements, to 
any Corporation, or Fraternity, and their Succeſſors,. with the 
Licence of the King, and the Lord of the Mannor Lands (faith 
a great Lawyer) were ſaid to come to dead hands, to the Lords 
for that by Alienation in Mortmain, they loſt wholly their Elcheats, 
and in effet, their Knight-Service, for the Defence of the Realm, 
Wards, Marriages, Reliefs, and the like, and therefore was called, 
a dead Hand; for that a dead hand yie!ds no Service, faith Sr Thowas 
Ridley in his view of the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Law. _ 

Auſtin the Monk brought the Religion and DoQrine of Papal 
Rome into this Nation, to among the Saxo7s; by little and little 
Rrange things came to be preached up, as, That the pardon oi fins 
might be merited by good Works, the Torments of Hell might be 
avoided; and that Tythe ap Souls Rarfom; -and that who- 
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ever dcfired Forgiveneſs of Sins, and the Joys of Heaven, ſhould 
faithfully pay the ſame; and that without the payment thereof, 
theſe ti.ings could not be had The Deluded anc Depraved People 
receiving thisas a heavenly Oracle, gave not only their Tythes for 
the ſatisfaRion of their Sins, to maintain the Popiſh Clergy to ſay 
ard fin2 Maſs, to pray for their Souls, for Obits and Anniverſaries, 
tut their Lands alſo: Hence Religious Houſes (fo called) came to 
be built, and wonJerfully enriched. By this Satanical Stratagem 
ard D:!ufion, a'moſt a third part of the whole Land was hooked in- 
to the atorclaid Houlcs and Clergy; and there was nv cry heard 
among the Ravenous Cormoragts, '7is Enough, but rather the 
Horſlecche: Language, Give, Gzve. | 

Now that all the Land might not be ſwallowed up in this unſatiable 
Whirle-Poo!, a Statute againft Mortmain, that is, againſt the Alte 
enation of Lands, to ſuch an] fuch Ufes was provided. 

6 It was (faith Andrew Willet, in his Synepſis of Popery) a com- 
*« mon praRice in time of Popery, fo the Pricſts might be cnriched 
* they cared not greatly, though all the Stock of the Patrons and 
« Founders were undone, the Statute of Mortmais, faith he, was 
*« made to reſtrain this, pag. 309. 

King Henry the third, inhis great Charter to all Arch-Biſhps, 
Biſhops, Abbots, Priors, Earls, Barons, Saeriffs, &c. enacted 
thus : © If any from henceforth give his Lands to any Religious 

' * Houſe, and thereupon be cenvic, the Gift thall be utterly void, 
&« and the Land ſhall accur to the Lord of the Fee. Edward the firſt 
enacted to the ſame purpole. 

Henry the eighth confirmed this in the 236d year of his Reign, 
enating, © That Afurances of Lands to Churches, Chappels, 
* Church-wardens,Guilds,Fraternitics, Commonalties, &c. made of 
« Devotion, as tothe Uſes and inten:s, to have Obits perpetual, 
* or a continual Service of a Prick forever, or for fixty or eighty 
«Years, were as Prejudicial to the Lords, as if they were aliened ia 
« Mertmain, ſo te be void. 

Further, this Henry enafted, ** That all Monaſteries, Abbyes, 
* Priories, and other Religious Houſes of Monks, Canons and 
** Nuns, &c. with their Eſtates, ſhouid be given to him and his 
Heirs forever, the Right of Founders, Patrons and Donors 
** bcing laved; as allo all Lands, Teaements, Rents, and other 

| , © Nercditaments, 
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« Hereditaments, pivenfor the Maintenance of an Anniverſary, or 
« Obit, Light or Lamps in Church or Chappel to con'inue forever, 
To lay no more herein, that Statute againft Mortmainprevented the 
ſpreading of that foul Leproſie of Encroachments, an] Ropped the 
hcady Current of Idolatrous days in that point. 
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CAP. IX. 


Of Exemptions from the payment of Tythes. 


Hrougk the Sced of Degeneration, Miniſters in Chr:/t:as 
Churches became #:2.9K2g/4ir, lovers of filthy Lucre, Cove- 
tous, ſuch the old Saxons called Girſors; that is, ſore and eager 
getters:; the Popes Dodtrine being entertained into a Nation, that 
Nation was divided into Bifſhopricks, Bifhopricks into Pariſhes ; 
then the Pope having ſet up Pariſhes, he enjoyned that a ſecular 
Prieſt Canonically inftituted, ſhould attend the Service of each re- 
ſpeQive Pariſh: and that where Tythes were not already ſctiled; 
they ſhould be paid to the Pariſh Prieſt, notwithſtanding any cuſtom 
to the contrary. 

After People were brought to, believe that Tythe ought to te 
paid, they enjoyed that liberty of beſtowing the ſame where they 
would,& on whom they would,tif Pope Innccent the third, about the 
Year 1200. as hath been touched. So they were called Free Offer» 
ings, and Pure Alms; but it was no matter of difficulty , having 
perſwaded People to pay Tythes, to appoint the Receiver, the Per- 
{on or Perſons to receive the ſame. 

Now the Pope having brought in Tythes, and appointed the per- 
ſons that ſhould receive them; notwithſtanding his general Decree, 
yet he, in favour to his chiefeſt Props and Cathedral Pillars, fre- 
quently granted Exemptiens to fuch and ſuch Orders, whereby 
they became freed of the payment of Tythes, as to the Templers, 
Ciſtercians, Hoſpitallers, and generally to all Lands held by Reli- 
gious Perſons and Houſes; upon this account, who have bought the 

K 2 Lands, 
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Lands of diTolved tad $5 Mods plea is, That their Landy 
are Tythe free. 

This Immunity,: ſo far as it concerned the reſt of the Religious 
Perſons, Pope Adrian recalled, and limitted it only to the Ciſterti- 
ans, Hoſpitallers, Templers, and to the Order of St. Zohn of Ferx- 
ſalem, as ſaith Sr. Thomas Ridley in his view of the Civil and Eccle- 
ſiaftical Law. 

*Tis a pregnant proof (ſaith one) that Tythes are of humane Inſti= 
tution, and that from the Biſhops of Reme allo. Seeing their Exemp- 
tions arc in force, and obleryed to this day; yca, and as I may ay, 
70 aggravate the indignity of the thing, amonz fuch as would be 
accountedto have ccinc out of 7raliar Babylon, and to be great ſha- 
rers in Reformation, 


Now for the ſatisfaQion of ſuch, who defire'ſome account con- 
cering the aforeſaid Orders, this is : 

Knights of the Temple, Knights Templers, was an Order of 
Knighthood ereted by Pope Gelaſizu, about the Year 1117. at 
fi:ſt they dwelt not far from' the Sepulcher of Chriſt, entertained 
Chriſtian Strangers and Pilgrims charitably ; and in their Armour 
led them (fairh my Author) thorough the Holy Land, to view 
ſuch things as were to be ſ{cen, and to cefend them from the Infidels ; 
at laſt they grew very Vicious, and many of then fell from the Pro- 
fcſon of Chriſtianity to the Saracens. Pope Clement the fifth ſup- 
preſſed the whole Order, and their Subſtance was given to the 
Knights of Rhodes, and other Religious Orders, faich my Au- 
thor. 

Knights of the Order of St. 70%n in Feruſa!em was created for the 
defence of Pilgrims ; theſe Knights and Pilgrims were called Croiſes, 
from the Sign- of the Crots which they uſed to wear on their Gar- 
ments: This Order was erected in or about the Year 1120. and 
had their fiſt Foundation and abode in 7eruſalem, after they had 
their reſidence at Rhodes, whence they were expclled by Solymar ; 
fince their -chief Seat hath been at alta, and have done, as *tis 
{aid, great Exploits againſt the Turk There was one General Pri- 
@r that had the Government of the whole'Oder in England and Scet- 
lard, King Henry the eighth diſſolved this Corporation, the Pri- 
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vr and Confreres thereof were prohibited to wear their accuRtom? 
ed Mark, the Signof the Cro's: The King alſo was to have their 
Houſes, Churches, Lands, GcoJls, Chaitels, Debts, and all othes 
things of theirs. | 

Hofpitallers were certain Knights of an Order, ſo called, be- 
cauſe they bad the Care of Hoipitals, that is,. Houſes creed for 
the Relicf of Pilgrims, and Poor and impotent People. 

Bernard, a learned Monk of Burgundy, entred into the Mona- 
ſtery of C:fteanx; hence an Order of Monks were called &crnar- 
ines, from this Bernard, the chief of the Monaſtery; they were 
called alſo C://ertran Monks... ' ; 0 | 

Thus Tythes were ſettled in Apoſtatized Chriſtendom by the 
Pope, (not by Chriſt nor his Apoſtles) and in favour to his chiet 
Props, fuch and ſuch Orders, &c. .the Pope made all the Lands g1- 
ven unto them Tythe free, which ſo remains to this Day, his Ex- 
| emptions arc in force. Now read your felves, you that Glory in 

| the Name of Proteſtants, and would be accounted eminent in Re- 

formation, from the dregs of Popery, as you lay; See tne Author 
| of Tythes, in Apoſtatized Chriftendow, and of the exemption of 
ſuch and ſuch Lands from the payment thereof, the Pope, whom 
though you pretend to deny. yet plead for his Proviſion; and re- 
fuſe healing of your Leprofic in Spiritual Jordan, the River of 
Judgment. | 
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| To Of Frank Almoigne. 


T Ocuſts crawling out of the Smoke of the Pit, Teachers quali- 
fied only by Man, faith Gel on 2 Tim. 4. havea Iacooahyizy 
thatis, an itching in their Tongues, defirous to teach others for 
Earthly end-, Earthly advantage, filihy Lucre, not fervently de- 
firous to bring them 'to Life; and the Hearers of ſuch have 
124y1e5 an itching in their Ears, afﬀfeters of Novelties, Fleſh plea- 
fing Doctrines, curiqus Speculations: ?Tis.out of a Natural mans 
Mach : Sphere, 
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Sphere, to have Spiritual and Heavenly aimes, he is dead thereto, 
making Preaching'as a Trade or Art to pick a Livins by : Such as 
are called of God they have better aimes, of a more pure and hea- 
venly Nature: But to return, In the Apoſtacy the Clergy even 
ſpent themſelves in the purſuit of Earthly things, multiplying In- 
ventions to ſettle themſelves in Pride, Fulnefs and Eaſe, and a Pro- 
viſton, Idolatroufly, Fraudulently, and upon groundleſs Suppoſi- 
tion, formerly hooked in by the Clergy : Man-made Miniſters now, 
though pretending Reformation, allow of and Di!pute for the 
{ame. | 

A Tenant in FrankA'moigne,is where an Abbot,Prior,or any other 
man of Religion, or of holy Church, as they ſay, holdeth of his 
Lord in Frank A'moigne, that is to fay, in free Alms; and this 
Tenure began fiſt in Old Time, when a man ſeized of Lands or Te- 
nements, &c. and of the ſame enfeoffed an Ab2ot, Prior, or any 
Eccleſiaſtical perſon, Seculer or Reguler, to have and to hold to 
them and their Succeſſors in Frank Almoigne,-that 1s, pure or frec 
Alms, Cook upon Littleton ſec. 133. 

All Eccleſiaftical perſons might have held in Frank Aſmeipne, 
were they Seculer or Reguler; but no Lay-perſon could hold in 
Frank Almoigne. A notable piece of Policy to enrich the Clersy, 
none muſt pertake of theſe Alms bur the Clergy ; the Peoples Cha- 
rity was limitted by the grand Charter of the Clergies Covetoud- 
neſs to themſelves alone. 

And they which held in Frank Almoigne, were bound of right 

efore God, to make Oriſions, Prayers, Maſſes, and other di. ine 
Services, for the Soul of their Grantor, or Feoffer, and for tte 
Souls of their Heirs which were dead, and for the proſperity, and 
900d Life, and good Health of their Heirs which were alive; Cook. 
upon Lrttletou, Sec. 136. 

Thus *tis clear as the Day to the ſeeing Eye, what ſtrange Sy- 
perſtitious, Idolatrous Do&rines and Covetous Praftices, foretold 
of by the Apoſtles, had a riſe in the Apoftacy. . Paul ſaid in his 
Day, We are not as many, which corrupt the Word of Ged, 2. Cor. 
2. 17. Former Tranſlations rendred it, We are not as many, making 
Aderchandize of the Werd, Which is very agrecable to the Greek, 
Copy, and touches the Praftiſ: of Man-made Miniſters, who, as 
Merckants trade with their Commodities, trade with their ground- 
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lefs Dofrines, Traditions, V4. A Cuftoms, natural Gift, 
acquired Parts, Bargaining with People for fo much a Year, run- 
ing trom place to place, as further Advantage is offered; yet prey 
tending a Call thereto *T was the Judgment of Church-men in for- 
mer dayes, that for a Biſhop to remove from one place to another, 
was 2 bad Cuſtom, and to be rooted eut, Summa Concil. Pontife 
faying further, 'Tis very evident why they de this thing, ſecins no- 
Biſhop i« found removing from a greater City to a leſs ; whereupen 
"tis apparent (ſay they) that they are fred with Covetoufnels. 

You that pretend Reformation, you have in'your Mouthes what 
was faid of Alexander the Sixth, that notable Merchant. 


Vendit Alexander Cruces, Altaria, Chriſtum, 
Vend:re pure poteſt, emty at ipſe prime. 


Atexander ſells Crucifixes, Chriſt, and Aſtars high ; 
And Reafon good he ſhould do fo, for firſt he did them buy. 


And what Aaxtuan hath ſaid of Merchandizing , apoftatized 
Rome's (elling of Temples, Prieſts, Altars, Sacred things, Crowns, 
Fire, Frankincenſe, Relicks, Prayers, Heaven, and God himſelf: 
And cannot you fee your felves ? Doth not your taking of Tythes, 
Exaſter-Reckonings, /4:dſummer-Dues, as you call th:m, Money 
for Marrying of People, for Burials, for opening of the Earth, for 
Funeral Sermons, for Mortuaries, for C:urctuag of Women, fox 
Smoke paſſing up the Chimney, Plough-Money, Garden-Money, 
Augmentations, beſpeak ye Merchant. ? The Apoftles ated no 
fuch thing:, were mot found in the Co-ercive exaQtion of Tythes, 
not forcing a Maintenance from ſuch as received themnot ; Paul was 
no ſuch Merchant, he mingled not Wine and Water, as I may ſay, 
he was not «:xgoxzgInrs a lover of filthy Lucre, but eontent with 
Goſpel-Maintenance, which was Fr.'c and Voluntary from ſuch as 
received them and their Meflage. But ſuch as are made Minifters 
by the Will of Man, they apply themfelves to man for Mainte- 
nance: Cicerea Heathen, could fay, That the Gains of Hirelimgs 
are ſordid or baſe;, for their Wage is the Ob'zgation of their Service, 
Tull. Offic. - If Antichriſt's Maintenance were ſwept out, decry*d, 
and Goſpel-Maintenance only allowed, then *twould appear, whe- 
ther the Number of Chemarims, that is, Black Coats, increaſed or 
ET nn - "> _ 
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decreaſed: When Eartbly Conſiderations opens the Mouth, thofe 
beino taken away , the Mouth is ſhut. This is no RefleGtion a» 
gainſt the Miniſters of Chriſt, who propound- to themtelves Goſpel 
ends, ag good Stewards faithfully dilpenſiag the Word of Reconci- 
liation,. content with Golpel-Maintenance; without recourſe to. 
Man, or Maintenance iatroduced by man,. contrary to. what Chriſt 
and the Apoſtles taught and appointed. | 

We forbid, (faith Cardinal Gals, the Pope's Legate) under the 
penalty of Excommunication, that Prieſts and Clergy-men, through the 
a:caſion of ary Cuſtom, ſhould preſume to exatt or extort any thing for 
Baptiſm, Burial, or any other Sasrament, Sum. Concil. & Pontif. 
Whether the Pope be obeyed in this, as in other of his Ordinances, | 
"tis well known : but Ordinances of this Nature and Tenure favour 
not well to the minds of Man-made Miniſters. | 
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CAP. XI. 


Of the Riſe of Reek-penny,. called alſo Smoke- 
Money, called alſo in the Saxon Tongue, Romes 
feoh, that is, the Fee of Rome; and Romc- 
{cor, that ts, Rome's-{l:o!, or Rekoning ; and 
Rome-penny, «nd Deaary fanCti Petri, that 
is, Peter-Pence; and Regis Elecmolyna, tht 
is, the King's Alms. 


Thelbert Ring of theEaſt-Angles,being perſwaded by his Council 

to Marry againſt his own inclination,. went to OF a, in deſign to 
obtain his Daughter Athelred te Wife; King Ofa's Wite being a- 
verſe to the Match,cauled Ethelbert to be ſlain, whercupen Ofa,RKing 
of the Mercians, to expiate that horrid Act, gave the Perer-Pence 
to. St Peters Church in Rowe: This Peter-Pence was a Penny for 
every Houle in which was twenty. penny-worth of Goods, to be 
paid Yearly on Lammas-Day ; ſuch ftriftnels was required in the 


payment 
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payment thereof, that in time it was eſteemed, Conſuetnde quaf 
Apoſtelica, &c. A Cuftom as it were derived fromthe” Apoſtles, - 
from which neither the King, nor the Arch-Biſhop; Abbot, Prior, 
of any in the Kingdom was free, only the Monaſtery of St Albans, - 
in honour of Alban the Protomartyr, was by the Indulgence of King 
Ofa exempted from that Charge. 

This Perer-Pence, this Yearly Tribute, Ethelwoulph ordained 
to be paid Yearly by every Houſe in England, that kindled a Fire. 

Ina King of the Weſt-Saxons, as fomeſay, was the firſt Donor 
of Peter-Pence, about the Year 720. being in Pilgrimage at Rome, 
Matthew Weſtminſter infinuates, that thele being Rings of ſeveral 
Kingdoms of the Sarex Heptarchy, each of them might be the fiſt 
Donor within their reſpeRive Dominions. ,"oi1 

Upon reaſonable Compute, the Perer-pence could. amount to no! 
leſs then 7500. pounds a Year, which payment continued till the 
reign of Henry the Eighth, who totally took it away. Sleiden. 

Pope Paz! the fourth receiving the Engl:ſh Ambaſſadors, which 
came from Queen Mary, urged to them the neceſlity of the Refti- 
tution.of all Revenues, that her Father Hexry the eighth had taken 
away frotn Rome; further prefling, That they could not hope that Saint 
Peter would open the Gates of Heaven to them, ſo long as they nſnrped 
his Goods on Earth. Strange DoQrine! As though Peter being 
dead, in the fruition of Eternal Joy, ſhould regard Money, which 
while_upon Earth he was redeemed from the love of. Hunting. 
Alilton, Sleiden, Matth. Weſt. . 

Now you Proteſtants that pretem| Reformation, do not you in 
your Words deny the Pope and his Supremacy ? Yes: Why 
then do your Minifters, Vicars and Parſons receive his Tribute, of 
every Houſe that kindles a Fire, vi. a Penny, called a Reek-penny, 
Smoke?penny or Hearth-penny ? and Perſecute ſuch as deny to give 
them the ſame ; *tis one of their covetous PraQtices, occaſioned by 
Murther, inthe gloomy Night of Apoſtacy; Popery, through love 
of Money, continued a Dreg of the Cup of Babylon. | 

Further, King Edgar enacted that Perer-pence, called commonly 
Hearth-penny, impoſcd on every Houſe, ſhould be paid before the 
Feaſt of St Peter, and he that paid not the ſame, ſhould carry that 
Penny and Thirty other Pennies to Rome, and pay one Hundred and 


twenty Shillings to the King. F wreaers if any fhould not give ore 
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Peter-penny upon the ſecond demand, he:enafted that he ſhou'd cars 


the Pope, to expiate the horrid at of Murrher; yet ſuch as pre- 
tend Reformation are not-afhamed of ir, ſhewing themſelves to be 


{uch as Peter ſpoke of, who ſhould have Hearts exerciſed with Cove- 


rons prafiices. 

* I was a. noble ſaying and reſolution of 4brabaw, that he would 
not take as much as. a Shee-l[achet of the King of Sedow,left he ſhould 
fay, he had made Abrabam Rich. So you that profels Reforma- 
tion, keep not a Rag of the Whore's Garment, not one Patch of 
her Earthly Traditienal groundleſs. Qrnament, that the-Beaft, Law- 
giver in ſpiritual Seder, the apoſtatized Church, nor any of the 
Locufts that ariſe out of- the Smoke-of the Pit, may not boaſt that 
you #c enriched by their Merehandize, and groundleſs Fraditions 
xelating to Doctrine, Worſhip or Maintenance as, you wouldbe ac- 
counted the Children of. Abraham, do the Works of Abram, ſhew 
forth the Faith of 4braw, which Jedhim from Vz ef the Caldees, by 
Ioterpretation-Fire, tq the Land. of Canear, Ger. 11, Sons of 
Abram, Witnefſes of. purifying, and ViRtory giving Faith, they 
read this thing. - | "LM 
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C A P, XII. 
How Tyches came ints Lay-mens Hands, 
Impropriators. 
Y Ou that are, or would be accounted Goſpe!-Miniſters,and plead 


that Chriſt hath granted you Tythes for your Maintenancez 
yet can neither tell where nor when. Let me tell you, if you have 


Chriſt's Ocdinance and.Inſtitution for Tythe, then no Cuſtom, U- - 


ſage, Preſcriprion,  priviledge or- Popiſh Diſpenſation, can juſtly 
acquit any from the payment of-the utmoſt penny of the tenth part; 


for .Ocginances and Doftrines of Chriſt are not to. be made vois xd 


_ 


ry that penny and thirty other pennies to Rome, and pay two Hun«- 
dred Shillings to the King - Upon refuſal,after the third demand,he 
was to ſuffer the loſs of all he had. Here was Zeal, but without 
Knowledgez and though this annual payment was from Paps/s to. 
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the Injunions'of men : How comes Lay-men, Tmpropriators to 


be ſuch ſhavers in Tythe,. which is your right as Goſpel-Miniſters, 
as you pretend? Are they not Sacrilegious therein '? And'how 
come ſo many to be exempted from the-payment of Tythe ? But all 
this is but a Covetous pretence, -Chrift put an End to that Law 
which gave Tythe to the Lewices, andeftabliſhed a Free and, Volun- 
tary Maintenance fer Goſpel-Miniſters without Tythe : And Tythes 
came into Chriſtian Churches by the Pope, and all Exemptions from 
the payment of Tythes were by the Pope's Indulgence. And now 


1 ſhalldeclare what I have read concerning Tythes in the poſſeſſion 


of Lay-men. 
The Hnxnes, Gothes and Yandalsimvaded [taly under\the Empe- 


ror 7u/tizian, and greatly perſecuted all Religious men, overturn- 


ed Churches, burnt Libraries,overthrew Schools of Learning; theſe 
fierce and barbarous People about the Year 650. fet their Faces a- 
gainſt France ; upon this Charles Martelt the Father of P5pin,after 
King of France, would not oppoſe himlelf againft them, unleſs the 
under Clergy'of Frexce would refign every manhis Tythes into his 
Hands, that ithereby* he might reward the Souldiers, and ſupport 
the Charges of the "War then-prefent;; he ſolemnly promiſed that 
theſe Tythes ſhould be reftored to them at the end of the War, 
with a further Gratuity for their good Will, the Clergy driven 
thereto by the Exigences of that Age, and eminent Dangers, coms 
plyed with theſe motions <. This Charles Martell having driven out 
and overthrown theſe barbarous Nations, performed not his pro- 
miſe with the Clergy, but divided their Benefices to ſuch of-the 
Nobility as had done Valiantly in that Enterprize, and aſſured the 
ſameto them and their Heirs forever in Fee; The. Example hereof 
paſſed over the Alpes into /taly, and mounted'above the Pyreneart 
Hilk igto Spain, . and ſhortly failed ovesy into England. Thus 
Tythes came out of the Hands of the Clergy, and became the pof- 
ſeffion of the Laity. This Fat of AHariefus was committed about 
the Year 660. and for it is confidently Damn'd in the Legend; the 
Story of his Damnation isfaſtened upon Enchere,Biſhop of Orlearce, 
whois ſajd, to haveſcenina Viſion this Martelwin Hells Torment, 
and that Exchere might believe what he ſaw, an Angel inftrutted 
him to feek for 47axtek in his Sepulchre ; fo he did, but found him 
not, but the place he found all _ and inſtead of Aartell a —_ 

t [4 2 a! 


(84) 

ful Serpent. This Story is to be read in the Legend, and the whole 
paſſage is Recorded. by Sr. Thomas Ridley, in his view of the Civil 
and Ecclefraſtical Law. 

Further, how it came to paſs, that Tythes appointed by man for 
the -Maintenancc' of the Clergy, forthe uſe of the Poor, for the 
building and repairing of places of publick Worfhip, came tmto the 
Hands of Lay-men, as they are called, Albius Krantzm relates. 

Carolns Adagnus the Son of Pepin, and King of Frexce, through 
his compliance with the See of Rowe, he firft got the Title of AZof 
Ehriftian-King ; he Conquered the Sexons, and drew them from 
Gentiliſm to the Profeſſion of Chriftsanity, and made Previſion for 
the Clexgy: © But *tis ſaid: (faith this Kranmzzm) that Tythe at 
<«firſt-was not: alfigned to the Saxon Clergy, but to the King's 
© Lievctenants, that out of the ſame they might pay their Souldiers, 
« and anſwer the Charge of the frequent expeditions againſt that 
&« Nation. For this end (faith his Chronicle) in S«xoxy and othes 
« places, much Tythes were in the Hands of Lay-men. 

This ſame Krantziu renders anothers Cauſe; the Clergy fearing 
that Princes would not ſecure them in their. Poſſeſſion: of Tythes, he 
ſuppoſes the Clergy garc-them part of Tythe,' thereby:to obliege 
them; to ſecure them in their Poſſeſſion of their: refpeRtive parts, 
chuſmg rather to. 'loſe part thereof, then the whole : and'that the 
things are true which Xranzim relates; 'tisevident from that Ora- 
tion which Frederick the firſt Emperor made, ſaying, "As touching 
Jou, O Biſhops, the Pope judges it an unfitting thing that Tythes 
which are dedicatedto Altars, and Chnrch-men, fhouldbe in the poſ- 
ſeſſionef Lay-men;, neither will he wnderſtand, that Churches of Old 
ſuffering great affiifFions, were defended by Lay-men ; then'Church- 
awen, as a recompenteto Lay-men, gave then part of their large Poſ- 
(efſions of Tythes, Kran. Lib. 1. and Lib. 6. Noviſſima Polyan- 
thea. + 14+ & 

And in our Nation, King Henry the eighth ſhaking' off the Pope, 
denying his Supremacy, he diſſolved many Monafterics, which had 


"many Tythes and ReQories appropriated unto them; ſo kept part 


in his own Hands, part he ſold to others, to be held as Lay-Pofleſ- 
fiens; thus they dropt into. Lay-mens hands, and theſe Lay-men 
having no Law to recover them; the Popes Law not reaching. to 
Lay-perſons, ſo called, this Henry made new Laws in behalf of 
; Rk y Lay-men, 
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Lay-men, that they might be capacitated to enforce the aforeſaid 
payment of Tythes. Thus it appears what jumbling and Confuſion 
hath been in the Night of Apoſtacy to introduce and continue 
Tythes, granted only to the Levites for their Service under that 
Miniſtration; whick Law, which Service, and which Maintenance 
Chriſt, the Lyon of the Tribe of F«4ah put an end unto ; and ſuch 
as introduce what he put anend unto; notwithſtanding their gilded 
Colours and ſpecious Pretences,being ſeen in GodsEye,and weighed 
in the Ballance of the >anuary, they are found Antichriftian. 

Now you Teachers of what Denomination ſoever, who ftrive, 
ſtruggle and wreſtle, to maintain a property in your delicate and 
dainty Morſell Tythes, and that jure divine, aut hamano, by divine 
or humanc Right; pive me leave ſoberly and modeſtly to make tryal 
of your Right to, or Property in the ſame, in your moſt Founda- 
mental pretcnces - and to the end I may Methodize the enſuing 
diſcourſe, let melay the Ax to the Root of the Tree, try your pre- 
tended Tenure of right unto the exaction of Tythes, and that from 
a four-fold Authority, Patriarchal, Moſaical, Evangelical and Hu- 
mane; for all Grounds, Reaſons and Arguments that are, or can be 
alledged for the exattion of Tythes ware naturally reducible ts one 
or other of theſe four Sourſes or Springings ; and if theſe main Pil- 
lars, Cathedral props, cannet bear up that Building of the exaQtion 
of Tythes in Gofpel Dayes, and that by Divine right, it will and 
ought to tumble down, as the Refermation of the great Goſpel- 
Reformer prevails in Churches profefſing Coritiamity; and as you 
learn the ſound, wholſom and ſavoury Le fſon of Self-denyal, you 
will be glad and rejoyce for the Reformation of Chriſt, and for the 
increaſe of his Goyernment; notwithſtanding your leis of Antichri- 
Rian Proviſion, 
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CAP, XIII. 
The Clergies Patriarchal Claim of Tythes 
conſidered. 


-Ow.you that ſay, That the Divine Right of Tythes 3s derived 
from Melchizedec, and not from Levi. 

'  Tothis I Ar7/wer; Tis then inquirable, whether or no Tythes 
were ever the due and property of 4elchizedec, that which could 
.make them his,Property muſt be a Command; they were no more 
the property of the Levites, then of any other of the Tribes, till 
. there was an Aſſipnation of them te the Levires, after the command 
iſſued from the Court of Heaven, they became due, and while the 
command ſtood in force, and the Law was unrepealed, *twas a tran(- 
grefſion of the divine Law,to be found in non-payment thereof. Now 
where is the Command that Tythes ſhould be paid to MMelchizedee? 
Where is the Law of the Aﬀgnation of them to him .? *Tis not 
Sroundleſs Conjeftures and Suppoſitions will ferve the turn; po- 
.fitive Precept is called for : No right could bederived from Adelchi- 
zedec to another,which was not firſt in Adelchizedec himſelf, Vipians 
Judgment is found : Nemo plus juris ad alium transferre poteſt,, 
quam ipſe haberet, that is, No mancan make a better Title to ano- 
ther, then he himlfelf hath. | 


. Obj. Tythes were paid to Melchizedec, after whoſe Order Chrift 
was High Prie/t forever, therefore due unto the Evangelical Order. 


Anſw. *Tis neither ſaid by Xoſes, nor by the Author of the 
Epiftle to the Hebrews, that Abram paid him Tythes, but that 
he gave him Tythes : and betwixt a Payment and a Gift there is a 
differcnce, the one imports a Due or Debt, the other a free and 
Voluntary At. Now if Tythes had been properly due from A- 
bram to Melchizedec, *tis not probable that both theſe holy men, 
who were ©«712.5, divinely inſpired, would have ſaid, he gave, 
but 
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but he paid Tythes: The Geneve notes on Heb. 7.5. ſay, The Le- 


vites had Commandment to receive that which Abram gave free-" 


ly to Aelchizedes. What Abram did it was Free and Voluntary, 
Melchizedec had no Law to require it, neither had Abram a Law 
enjoying him to pay it; neither is it appazent that ever Abram 
gave the Tythe but this once, upon this accidential- ef provi- 


dential occaſion, which may be taken for a thankful acknows 


ledgement, and a return of kindneſs to Melehizedec, who had 
iven him Bread and Wine for the Refreſhment of him and his 


Souldiers after the Fight: A voluntary Promiſe only binds the pro- 
milſer; and the free Gift of one is not obligatory to others, no. 


binding Example for future Generations, a feeble Ground for ſuch 


as would be accounted Goſpel-Miaiſters to claim Tythe 3 if Abramn's 


free and voluntary Gift muſt be a binding Rule in Goſpcl-dayes, 
then may every man require Bread and Wine of their Prieſt, for 
the refreſhment of themſelves and Families, every Officer require 
the ſame for himſelf and Souldiers; the one Example 1s as obliga- 
tory as the ether in Goſpel-Daycs, both being Voluntary, 


Again, let us conſider what Abram gave him the Tenth of : Chee" 


derlaomer, and the Kings with him,' Conquered the King of Sodom, 
and took all the Goods of Sodom, and took Lot, Abram's Brother's 
Son Priſoner; upon this Abraw armed his traned Servants, and pur- 
ſued them , reſcued Lor and the Goods; in his return Melchize- 


deck, met him, gave him Bread and Wine, as before, and bleſſed 


God: for his Succeſs z then Abram gave him Tythes of all, Gen-14. 
Of all what? Not of the Increaſe of his Lands and Flocks; Abram 


did not carry every Tenth Sheaf, Lambs, Piggs, Geeſe, Chickins 


with him, but rather Sword, Spear, Battle-Ax, Battle-Bow, oz 
ſuch like Weapons of War; he had other things to carry with him, 
than Tythe Corn, Hay, Lambs, Piggs, &c. Abraw gave him 
Tythe of all: Of all-what? The Apoftle anſwers thee : Conſi- 


der bow great this man was, unto ' whom even thi Patriarch Abram * 


gave the Tenth of the Spoils, Heb.7.4- Sothat of the Goods be- 
longing formerly to Sodom, plundered by. Chederlaomer,” reſcued 
and recovered by Abram, Abram gave to Melchizedec the Tenth 


thereof; And what if he had givenit all to him, ſeeing he was Te- 


ſolved not to keep the leaſt of it for his own uſe ? Gen. 14. 


Now, bcfides the Apoſtle, Eraſmus, Cryſofom, Ferom, upon ſe- 
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veral accounts, as alſo our Country-man Poole, ſay expreſly, That 
Abram gave him Tythes, not of his own Lands and Flocks, but of 
the Spoils taken from the Enemy. Poole on Heb. 7.4. faith, © This 
« place cannot be underſtood of all Abram's Poſſeſſions, but of all 
«the Spoil taken in that Battle. Abram was not then at Home, 
bot in his Journey in his return from the purſuit of his Enemy. 
Now if you will have Tythe from this Example, you muſt go to 
the Souldiers, and make your claim after ViRories obtained; for 
Abram gave not the Tythes of his own Lands and Flocks, nor ever, 
but this once, as far as appears. How then proves this a yearly 
payment of Tythes to Goſpel-Minifters? And how can an annu- 
al payment be juftly derived to others from the free and voluntary 
Gift of one, and that but once? | 

Again, if from the Gift of Abram to Zfelchizedee, you will 
enforce any thing to that Order ; it can but be free Gift, which we 
deny not, in the Wiſdom of God, being ordained of Chriſt, pra- 
Qiled by the Apoſtles and Churches, while a pure Virgin to Chriſt; -. 
ſo that your Antiquity of Tythes to the Goſpel-Miniſtry, is vanifh- þ 
cd into the free Gift of the People. ” 4 


Obj. To give and to pay rs all one in this Caſe : So the Apeſtle tot 
only ſaid, he gave the Tenth, Heb. 7. 4- but alſo Levi paid 7 ythe mm 
Abram, verſe 9. 


__ -. Anſw. Togiveand topay is not all one in this Caſe, the Apo- 
file in the Wiſdom of God varied his Expreſſion, according to the 
Perſons he treated of, and the different Times and Seafons he related 
to, ſpeaking of Abram in the Anti- Levitical ayes, before Tythes if 
were commanded, in whom it wasa free, voluntary, fpontancous 
AR, Gift to Aelchiezdee;, hefays, He gave (but ſpeaking of Le- 
”t) of the Lewvitical Prieſthood, who lived after Tythes were aſ- 
ſigned an!) commanded to be paid ; he expreſſes himſelf by the word 
Paid, wverſ. 9. AbramGave, LeviPaid : That Abraw came thither 
with an intention to Pay, or Aelchizedec with an expeRation to 
receive Tythes, I cannot receive. | 

Now that Tythe was not Paid to /e/chizedec, but Given, and 
that not Yearly, but once, and that not of the Increaſe of his Lands 
and Flocks, but.of the Pillage of Sodom reſcued and: recovered from 

tlie 
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the Plunderers, the Fruits of War-like perſormances, ?*tis very eyi- 
dent, the Scripture is not dubious, but-clear in this point; So they 
may be judged Irrational, who claim a property in, and plead for 
Tythes upon ſuch craZy and feeble grounds. 


Jacob's Yow conſidered, Gen 28. 22. being floutly aled. 
ged for the continuance of Tythes in Goſpel-dayes, 


Facob in his Journey from Beerſheba to Haran, tarried all Night 
in a certain place,and laid down to fleep,with his Head upon a Pillow 
of Stones; and from the Lords glorious appearance unto him, and. 
tweet & comfortable Promiſe of his prefence with him,and preferva- 
tion of him, and that in him and inhis Seed, all the Families of the. 
Earth ſhould be blefſed,he called the Name of that place, Berkel, ,by 
Interpretation, The Houſe of God; in the ſence of theſe things, and. 
in confidence of the Lord's Premife and faithful performance, he 
vowed, ſaying, 1f God will be with me, and will keep me ty this way: 
that I go, and willgive me Bread to eat, and Rayment to put ow, &c, 
And this Stone which I have ſet «for a Pillar, ſhall be God's Houſe, 
and of all that' thou'ſhalt give re, 1 will ſurely give the Tenth unta 
thee, Gen: 28, This Facob performed after twenty Years; as 7e- 
ſephus faith in theſe Words, 'By Offering unto the Lord the Tenth of 
all his $ubſtance which he got at Haran. After that he returned un-; 
to that place, where God's appearance unto him was. : 

This Vow of Facob was Voluntary, in being unrequired - Let 
ſuch as would ſqueeze a Divine right to the exation of Tythes 
from this, or from any Ante-di/uvian, or Poſt-diluvian Patriarch, 
ſhew a command fos the-ſame,- before the Levitienl Aſhipnation ;the 
known Maxime is, Affirmants inenmbit probatio;, that is, He that 
affirms, muſt prove, being Voluntary : *Tis ne binding Exam- 
ple to future Generations; though "tis truc, Facob's Vow was 
obligatory. to him after he had vowed, but not to his Poſte- 
rity ; the cleaven Tribes paid not Tythes to Levi, by reaſon of the 
Example of Abram and Facobs voluntary Gifts, but by vertue of 
the Lord's command thereunto enjoyning - That the Patriarchal 
Age was Without a Divine command for the payment of Tythes ; 
Pateus on the aforeſaid Scripture clearly demonſtrates, ſhewing,and 
ſaying, Decime ante legem libera erant & arbitrarie, exemp's A- 
brat & 7acobi, licebat dare vovere, aut nou; that is, TI—__ 
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fore the Law were free and arbitrary, by the example of Abrars 
and Facob ; a man might give them, Vow them, ernot, as he plea- 
ſed: Now if there had been a Command for the ſame, they ought 
to haye been paid, becauſe commanded ; and they could not have 
been detainzd without breach of the Lord's command ; Bernard 
touched this well, No# attendit vere piva, quale fit illud, quod pre- 
cipitur, hoc Solo contentus quia precipitur;, thatis, One truly Godly 
heeds not,or difputes not,what like the thing is which is commanded, 
acquieſcing and contenting him'elf in that it is commanded, 

Again, as Facob's Vow was Voluntary, fo it was conditional in 
depending on the performance of Gods promiſe to him, if Tythes, 
had þeen a divine Tribute, commanded of God, there had been no 
neceſſity of Vowing to give them, he could not have detained them, 
without the ſoul ſpot and ſordid blemiſh of L:ifobedience ; neither 
could he have made his Obligation conditional ; for Tythes muſt 
have been paid, beeawfe commanded. So this free, voluntary and 
ipontancous Vow conduces not to make up a Divine right ts 
Tythes. 

Now if you will claim property in, and right unto Tythes from 
the yoltntary At of Abramand 7aceb, why co yeu not uſe Circym- 
cifion, ere Altars, offer Sacrifice ? Thele things they did, and 
you have as much ground from their Example to-perpetuate the reſt, 
as Tythes in Goſpel-dayes; and if the Smoke of -2aviz, that i;, 
Self-love, did not darken your underſtandings, you would ſee Chriſt 
Jeſus, the ſuns and ſubſtance of all Shadows, to have ended and ful- 
filled the one as well as the other. 


_——————_—_— tt —_— 


CAP. VX. 
The Clergies Moſaical Claim ts Tythes examined. 


Ut of the twelve Tribes of 1/rae!, the Living God choſe As- 

FJ ron and his Sons for the Office of the Prieſthood, and the 
reſtof the Tribe of Levi he chole for the Service of the Taber- 
Racle; he gave unto the Zewtes all the Tenth in 1/rael for an Inheri- 
cance 
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tance for their Service, and tint ud to have no Inheritance among 
the Children of 7/7 acl, | 

The Levites out of their Tythes were to offer up an Heave-Offer- 
ing of it to the Lord, even the tenth part of their Tythe, and give 
it unto Aarop the Prieft for himſelf and his Sons 57 and this was all 
the portion the Prieſt had in Tythe, even the Tenth of the tenth 
from the Hands of the Levites; the- Levitcs, Strangers, Fathers 
leſs and Widows had thereſt, .-i-- - 

So the Lord Inſtituted Three Tenths. 

I. The Tenths of the Levites, they had all the tenth in 1/reel 
_ their Service of the Tabernacle of the Congregation, Namwb., 
18,22, 

2aly, The Priets Tenths, which was the tenths of the Zevites 
tenths, by them given to the Pricſt, to Aro and his Sons; this 
was Called a Heave-Offering, Numb. 18. 26. &c. 

3aly, The: Poor man's Tythe at the end of three Years laid up 
within their Gates, and this was for the Relief and Maintenance of 
the Fatherleſs, Widow and Stranger, Deut. 14.27, 28. 

The Tribe of Levi, as hath been touched, had no mare right 
ufto, nor Title in Tythes, then any of the othey Tribes, till the 
Lord affigned the ſame to them; wpon the Command they became 
due, and not to be detained while the Law was in force. 

Now you that perochially Officiate as Miniſters of Jeſus Chrift,8 
would be fo accounted, yet have recourſe to the Authority of AMe- 
fes for -your Maintenance - Let me know how Goſpel Ordinances, 
peculiar to the Church of Chriſt, are to be praiſed, and to re- 
ceive their Authority froma oſaical Inftitution. 

Secing nothing cau give priviledge unto a Goſpel property, bat a 
Goſpel Authority, then why do you, pretending to be Miniſters 
of Chrift, impoſe upon Chriſtians the Bondage of a Aſoſaical In- 
ſtitution, to wit, the exation of Tythes, whoſe Inſtitution and 
Beeing was from the Law of Loſes, and terminated with the Service 
it was given for? 

Again, if a Goſpel-Ordinance muſt be praftifed from Moſaical 
Inſtitutions ; Is not this to make the Goſpel ineffeual),of lefs Autho- 
rity then the Law, Chriſt inferior to AZo/es, his Ordinances inſufh- 
cient, and not obligatory, unleſs Rrengthned by the Authority of 
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Afoſes ? Undoubtedly to demand Tythes under the Goſpel, by 
vertue of the Inftitution of Ao/es, cannot want foul Abſur- 
dities, 


In Relation to Tythes ſeveral things are further to be conſidered. 

1. They were commanded to be paid to the Lewires for their Scr- 
vice of the Tabernacle ; no other Tribe could claim property in the 
ſame, becauſe the Command reached only unto Levi: and it is the 
command of God that gives a Divine right unto a thing command- 
e& Soiif you will have Tythes from the-o/arcal Authority, you | 
muſt prove your felves to- be the very Perſons towhom they were 
commanded to be paid ; you muſt prove your telves the Legitimate 
Sons of, and lineally deicended from Levi; and if you will fave ihe 
Wage of the Levites, you muſt do their Work, you muſt have an 
outward Tahernacle, and Veſſels thereto belonging, bear it, en- 
carp about it, take it down, fſetiit up; For this and ſuch like Work 
Tythe was given to the Levites,. and -nene of you muſt enter that 
Service till twenty five: Years old,' nor continue therein after the 
&ge of Fifty. RT 

2. Tythes, according to the Inſtitution of Aoſes,were to be paid 
by the eleayen Fribes only, from their ſeveral Portions in 'the Land 
of Ca:24x, not any other People, nor any other place were bound 
by the Law of Aoſes to the payment thereof. Emnſebins agrees with 
the Fewiſh Do&tors and Rabbies herein,that Tythes were only limit- 
ted to Canaan, the Land of 1/rael; therefore if you will have the 
Levites Wage, you muſt not anly prove your ſelves Levites, and 
do their Work, but you muſt go to Canazn, and call for Tythes of 
the eleven Tribes; eife prove England to be Canaan, and the Inha- 
bitants thereof the eleven Tribes, which will prove a matter of 
sreat difficulty : The Few:ſp Dofors conclude that regularly, no 
Inhabitants but of the Land of 1/rael, were to pay any by their Lay - 
Where they live difperied in ſtrange Lands,they pay no Tythes now, 
both for want of their Temple, Prieſthood, as a'ſo for the reftrain- 
ment thereof to the Land of Canaan; and the Jews that live in 
Caraans now pay none, for want of their Temp!e and Prieſthood. 


'But»you pretending to be Miniſters of Chriſt, - who put as end to 


2at Service, for which they were given, and to the Law which gave 
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them ; you, I ſay, being neither Jews, Levites, in the Land of 
Canaan, nor have the Temple, nor the Pricfthood, nor the Appur# 
tenances thereof; yet require them by that Law, which never gaye 
them to any vther, but to the Levites for their Service, &c. ': 4 

3- The Prieſthood fettled on Aaron and his Sons, received ng 
Tythes of Husbandmen, at the Hands of the eleyen Tribes; all 
that they received was the tenth of the Tenths from the Levites ; 
this was call-d a Heave-Offering : So the Apoſtle ſaid, 47d verily 
they that are the Sons of Levi, who receive the Ojſice of the Prieſthood, 
hate a Commanameit to tuke T ythes of the People, according tra the 
Law, that is, of their Brethren, though they come out of the Loins 
of Abrabaw, Heb. 7 5: | 

Now if you claim Tythes from the Aaro 5cal Prieſthood, as fucs 
ceeding them, you muſt do Aarons Work, have holy' Garments, 
an outward Brcaſt-plate, an Ephod, a broidered Coat, a Mitre, 
tivo Onyx Stones, Vrimand Thumim ;, you mult have the Shoulder, 
the two Cheeks and the Maw, when an'/Ox or a Sheep is offcred in 
Saciice, which muſt be done : Such as claim the Wage of Aaror, 
they muſt do the Work of Aaron; yet in fo doing-it were Anti- 
chriſtian, becauſe Chriſt is rome, the end of the Law, the'end of 
that Pricſthood that received Tythes, the end of the Heave: offcr- 
ing Tythe, as well as cf the Meat-Offering, Sin- Offering, Burnt- 
Offering, Treſpaſs: Offering, Wave-Offcring, Heb. 7. 12., Heb. 
10.10, 14. Why were the Levtica! Prieſts blamed, for that when 
any man offered Sacrifice, their Servant came while the Fleſh was in 
ſeething, with a three-toothed Fleſh-hook in his Hand, and ftroke 
it into the Pan, Kettle, Cauldron or Pot, and all that the Fleſh- 
hook brought up, that was the Prieſts due? I Anſwer, this was 
charged as a Fault upon them, hecaulc they did it without divine In- 
ftitution, 1 Saw, 2. Now if that Cuſtom was blame-worthy,which 
extcnded but to the compals of a Pan, Kettle, Pot or Cauidron ; 

hall that be allowable which reaches to the utmoſt corner of a Pa- 

riſh, if divine Inſtitution miniſter not allowance thereunto ? 


Obj The Heave-Offering Tythes was given by a Statute forever; 
doth net this perpetuate the payment of Tythes in Gofpel-Dayes.? Is 
not the Evangelical Diſpenſation comprehended within the Bounds of 
forever ? Numb. 18. 11, 19. 

| Anſw. 
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nſw. Tree it is, moſt of the Types and Shadows of Aſo/es, as 


Circumciſion, Temple, Pafforcr, fewsſh Feafts, Offerings, the 


Frumpcts of the Pricfh; and Zeveres, were called Statutes forever; 
whegcupon the 7ews tickle hard for the perpetual and immutable 
Obligation of the Law of 2ſofes for a perpetual and immutable Dif- 
pcalation; and thou that pleads for the continvance of Tythes,from 
this, may by the ſame rule plead for the continuance of all, or moſt 
of the Shadows of the Law, which were given by Statutes forever. 
Further, this phraſe D797 Forev'r, ſaith Dr, Cave, in his Bock 
called, Amtiquitates Apoffolice: When it is applied unto God, it 
denotes Eternity; but when to other things, it implies no more 
then a Pcriodical duration, limitted according to the mind of the 
Law-giver. The Hebrew Servant was to have his Ear bored 


throuzh with an Awl, atd he was to ferve forever, Exod. 21.6. 


(which was but till the end of his Life) Levzir. 25. 40, 

Thus when Circamcifion, Temple, Offerings, -as other Ritual 
and Tranſient Sexvices of the Law, were called, Statatcs forever ; 
"tt; implyed thereby, they fhould be a Jong time obligatory, until 
the time of the Meſſiah, in whoſe dayes the daily Sacrifices and Ob- 
lations were to be taken away, the Type piving place to the thing 
typified, the Shadow to the Subſtance; then Pau! preached againft 
Circumciſion, the Paſſover outward ; Srepher was ſtoned for bearing 
witneſs agaisſt the Temple : Paul preached up Chriſt, the one Of- 
fering, the End and Subſtance of all Jewiſh Offerings. Thus in the 
Life, Typical Shadows, though called Statutes forever, were teſti- 
fiedapainſt; and Chriit is the End of-the Heave- Offcring-Tythe, as 
well as of all other typical and tranſient Offerings. 

© The Types of the Law ( faith }yi1/ox, in his compleat Chriſtian- 
« Dictionary) are called Everlafting, becauſe in Chrift, the Anti- 
« type,the Subſtance of fuchTypes,they have a perpetual continuance. 
Thus the Types were commanded by an Ordinance forever, to the 
Ever or Laft Period of that tranſient Diſpenſation, to give way to 
Ehrift, the Subſtance, in whom the rhing ſignified by the Type is 
continued, running parallel with the duration of the World. 

4thly, The Levites were not to exact above the allowed Portion, 
the Levitical Property and Right was bounded within a Levitical 
Compals; the Fatherleſs, Widows and Strangers had a property in 
Tythes, as well as the Levites, Deut. 14: Butnow, Counterfeit 
Levites 
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Levites encroaching, and uſurping the whole Tenths;, yea,all things 
conſidered, even the ſixth or ſeventh part of the Kingdom ; What 
is this but grievous Oppreffion? An eating the. Bread out of the 
Mouth of the Fatherlels, Widows and Strangers? A taking away 
the Sneaf from the Mungry? Fob 24.10. Now if this Levitical 
order of Tything muſt continue, Why ſhould not the Fatherlefs, 
Widows and Strangers come in and elaim their Right? If that In- 
heritance, introduced in the Apoſtacy, muſt be continued, why 
ſhould not the inheriters be thereto cntituled ? Why fhould the 
Right and Portion of Fatherleſs, Widows and Strangers be devour- 
ed by ravenous Cormorants? Your degeneration from the Leviti- 
eal Inftitution is exceeding great: Manyof you, Ifay, notall, 
not only diſdaining to be ranked with the £:vitical Alms-men, Fa- 
therlets, Widows and Strangers, and ſeizing upon their Property, 
but extorting and exating Dues, as you call them, from many that 
are Poor and Indigent. 

Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories ſufficiently evidence, that after the falling 
away from the primitive Faith, Purity and Order, Tythes came to 
be preached up, and introduced under the ſpecious pretences of Cha- 
rity, anJ Almz to the Poor : This Do&trine being complied with,. 
and people having liberty to beftow them where and on whom they 
pleaſed, they were much diſpoſed to give them to the Poor ; at 
which thing Pope Innocent the third, about the Year 1200. much 
formed, and greatly complained. Yea, anJ our Englifh Parlia- 
ments being mindful of the Poor and Indigent, for whoſe ſakes 
Tyrhes were chiefly given, made divers Laws in the reign of Rich- 
ard the ſecond, and Hevry the fourth, that a convenient portion of 
the Tythes ſhould be ſet a part for the Maintenance of the Poor of 
the Pariſh forcyer: Yea, and Queen El:zebeth in the Year 1559. 
enjoyned, That all Parſons, Vicars, Penſienaries, Prebendaries, 
and other Beneficed men, fhould diftridute the fortieth part of their 
Benefices upon their poor Pariſhioners. 

Tythes formerly were accounted the Pariſh Goods, out of whick 
the Prieſt was to receive a moderate Maintenance for himſelf, then 
asa Steward faithfully to diſtribute the reſt to the Pariſh-poer, that 
Pariſhes might be exempted of further Charge on that account: 
But ſelfiſh Prieft:, who under the ſpecious pretence of relieving the 
Poor, gradually wrought upon People to pay their Tythes by _ 
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and little, to manifeſt their Boſom-inteats, excluding the Poor, and 
leaving them ro the Mercy of the Pariſh, they ſeized on the whole 
for their particular Uſes, notwithſtanding the Aoſarcal Inftitution, 
proviling for the Relief of Fatherleſs, Widows anuStrangers, as 
well as fox the Prieft and Levite, that the Husband-man might be at 
no further Charge on that account ; and notwithſtanding our Zxz!;/b_ 
Parliamentary Laws,the Poor have loſt their Property : The weakeſs 
(as the Proverb is) goes to the Wal. 

Yet my intention is not by any thing here ſpoken, to juſtifie the 
ritual Obſervances of Moſes in Goſpel dayes, nor the Service and 
Maintenance of the Jew!ſh Prieſts and Levitesz PerfeAtion could not 
be by the Levitical Priefthood, made by a Law, which becauſe of 
its weakneſs and unprofitablenels was diffanulled, ſo to give way to 
the Lyon of the Tribe of F#dah, whoſe Priefthood is unchangeable, 
who perfe&s forever ſuch as areſanftified ; yea, and the uphold- 
ins of the firft Prieſtnood, Work or Wage is Anticiriſtian; but 
ſomething I have ſpoken to ſhew how far they are from the Requi- 
rings of the Levitical diſpenſation, though they run thither for ſhel- 
ter in the caſe of Tythes,. though in Goſpel dayes. 


—__- 


CAP. XV. 


The Clergies Evangelical Title to their Exafion of 
Tyches, Examined and ( onſtderd, 


[| Have formerly touched, that the Maintenance of the Geſpel was 
free and voluntary ; and that neither Chriſt, who was Heir of 
all things, nor the Apoſtles, who had his Mind, ever received 
Tythe, er taught the People to receive the ſame; there was no 
mention thereof, while the primitive Church kept the Faith, and 
the heavenly DoArine received from his Mouth. 
Antonin, the learned Biſhop of Spalato, faith, © Chrift himſelf, 
* though Lord of Heaven and Earth, and the fulneſs thereof, yet 
*© would not he be poſſefſcd of great Lands and Incomes ; he de- 
« manded not Tythes, though a Pricft after the order of Melchize- 
= UE 0" Vs; 
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* are, but while he went through Cities and Coontries preaching 
«the Goſpel, and his Diſciples with him, ſeveral! Woman that be- 
© Iteved in him, as Mary Magdalen, Joanna, Suſanna, and others, 
«© did miniſter to kim of their Subſtance, Lake8. And in {cnding 
« out his Diſciples, he bad them not to receive Tythes, nor did he 
* teach People to pay them, but he taught them to rely on their 
© Converts for neceflary Supplies ; ſaying, The Labourer is worthy 
© of his Meat, De Repub. Ecclef. lib. 9. This Teſtimony is true 
and ſavoury. 

Now, if you will have Tythes to be yours, jure divine, by divine 
Right, you muſt prove your Authority from Chriſt, ſhew a Goſpcl 
Ordinance for it ; ſuch as pretend to be Minifters of Chriſt, ought 
to be content with what Chriſt allotted his Miniſters for their Ser- 
vice; if his Wages content you net, you are not his Servants; you 
are his Servants, whoſe Wages you receive : If you receive Aſoſcs 
Wages, youare ſes Servants, ſo muſt do his Work: Miniſters 
of Chriſt abide in the Doctrine of Chriſt; being Wifdom's Chil- 
dren, they juſtifie Witdom, both her Call, Work and Wage; 
Chriſt, for Goſpel Work, ordained a Goſpel Wage; he that will 
juſtly claim the one, muſt of neceſlity 'do the other; all Equity 
to the Title of one, is founded in the Labour of the other. 

He that pretends Title to an Eftate, by virtue of a civil Qualifica: 
tion, making his Claim from the Ground of Purchaſe, Heirſhip, 
Free-Gift, Civil-Office, *tis requifit, that he make good, prove, 
maintain his Claim by Humane Laws, being ſuitable to the Nature 
of his Claim : So, you that make claim to Tythes, by virtue of a 
ſpiritual Capacity, or religious Qualification, as being Minifters of 
Chriſt Jeſus, you ought to prove and maintain your Claim by divine 
Laws, as being ſuitable to the Nature of your Claim. The Diſci- 
ples, Apoſtles, influenced from above, to the Diſcharge of their 
living Concern, were to teach all that, and nothing but that which 
Chriſt commanded them, both inRelation-to the Call, Work and 
Maintenance, peculiar to the Goſpel Dilpenſation. So, prove 
Tythes, and your Co-ercive Settled Maintenance by the Doctrine 
of Chriſt, eiſe you tranſpgrels the royal Charter of Chriſt's Commiſ- 
on to thi: Diſciples, Apoſtles, Gc. 

Obj. Chriſt told the Ecreves and Phariſees, That th:y onght to p4y 
Tythes, Mat. 23.23. S — 
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Anſw. The Scribes and Phariſees were Fews, under the Levitical 
Miniſtration, and they were bound to the payment thereof, while 
the Law that commanded theſame was in force; when Chriſt ſpoke 
that he was not then offered up, nor the Hand-writing of Ordi- 
nances blotted out, nor nailed to the Croſs, Now to entroduce to 
be read what © rift blotted out, or to go about toenliven what he 
nailed to the Crols, *tis Antichriſtian: When Chriſt was offcred up, 
and the Hand-writing of Ordinances was blotted out, and he was 
revealed. by his ſpiritual appearance in his choſen Veſſel Pas!, this 
was his Doctrine ; The Prieſthood being changed,there ts made of neceſ/i- 
2y a Change alſo of the Law,Heb.7.12. Here is an expreſs Repeal of 
that Law, by which the Afſignation of Tythes was made to the 
Prieſts and Levites, Further, Palteftified, faying, There ts verily 
a diſſanulling of the Commandment going before, verl, 18. - Here *tis 
evident, the Prieſthood that took Tythes was changed, and the Law 
was repealed, and the Commandment diflanulled, by which Fythes 
were affigned to them, and by which they received them. Now it 
remains, that you that would be accounted Goſpel Miniſters, ds 
prove an Aſſignation of them by Chriſt, bic labor, hocopmseſt; do 
this, and the work is done. 

In the mean time, conſider the pregnant Teſtimony of Pare on 
Gen. 28.22. who having ſaid, That Tythes before the Law were 
Free and Arbitrary; and that a man might give them, vow them, 
or not, as he pleaſed ; he added further, That Tythes under the 
Law were commanded of God to be given to the Priefts,Levites, and 
to the Poor ; therefore, faith he, the Levitical Prieſthood ceaſing, 
their Right to Tythes cealed : Further, faith he, The Clergy now 
reccive Tythes, not by a divine, but by a humane Law : Theſame 
Tay we, that Tythes appertaining to the Jewiſh Prieſthood, ended 
with that Prieſthood, as other its Appurtanances. Tythes were 
proper and cfſential to the Tribe of Levs; fo to aſſign them to 
the Minift:y of Chriſt, who ſprang from -»dah, is to recall 
the Legal Service, and in eft-@ to make Chrift of the Order of 
Aa on. 

« The whole Tri>e of Levi (faith Azg. Havrl. on the before al- 
©«Ieded Scripture) received no Poficfſions in the Land of Canaan, 
*© wherefore God ordained, that the other Tribes ſhould give them 
'«Tythesz therefore curing their Service, the other Tribes wu 
« tNEm 
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* them Tythes, according to the Law ; but that Prieſthood being 
<« changed, the Law was changed alto : This faid 4g. Marl. who 
tavght that neceſſaries ſhould be miniftred to all that were in need. 
The moſt candid Writers have born teſtimony, that Tythes were 
proper and effcntial to the firſt Priefthood, and enced with the 
fame, 

The Law forbad the outward Few to wear a Garment mingled 
with Linnenand Woollen, Lev. 19, Now ſuch as plead for Tythes 
in Goſpel dayes,they confound the Ordinances of the firft and ſecond 
Covenant together, not keeping Tythes within the Bounds of its 
proper Miniſtration, but would have it in.the ſecond Covenant, un- 


to which it belongs not. 


Obj. They which miniſter about holy things, that is, the Levites, 
live of the things of the Temple, that is, of Tythes : And they which 
wait at the Altar, that is, Jewiſh Prieſts, are partakers with the 
Altar, that is, Sacrifices and Oblations; Even ſo hath the Lord or- 
dained, that they which preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel, 


1 Cor. 9.13,14- 


Anſw. From this (EVEN SO) Tything-Miniſters draw 
ſuch a ſpurious Conſequence, as to ſqueeze out a Pariety or Identity 
of Maintenance between the Levirical Prieſthood and Golpel Mi- 
niſters; that is, that Goſpel Miniſters were and are to have the 
very ſame Maintenance, as by Tythes, 8c. as the Jews Priefts 
and Levites had; but theſe words clearly relate to the Maintenance 
which Chrift had ordained, not to the Jewiſh Way, Manner, 
Means or Mode of Maintenance; in paraphraſing on thele words, 
this clearly ariſes, that as the Jewiſh Prieſts and Levites lived of the 
Maintenance allowed of God, and peculiar unto them for their Ser- 
vice, fo thoſe that preach the Goſpel muſt live of the Wageallowed 
of by the Goſpel, which was free and voluntary. Now {ſuch as plead 
for Tythes, ſuch would live of the Law, of the Maintenance of the 
Levites; ſo are not content with Goſpel Allowance : Neither Chriſt 
nor the Apoſtles looked back unto the Levitical Wage. 

Freely to receive what was Freely given, by thoſe that received 
Chriſts Miaifters and their Meſſage, was the Proviſion that Chr.{t 


affigned to his Miniſters, Luke 10. 
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In the Tran-figuration of Chriſt Moſes and Elias ſhewed them- 
ſelves; then the Voice out of the Cloud was, This is my beloved Son, 
in whom 1 am well pleaſed, hear ye him, Mat. 17. Here they were 
taken from Zeſes and Elias, Law and Prophets, to attend unto 
the S»n; though Moſes and Elias had allowed of a Maintenance by 
Tythes, in their Day, in their reſpctive Diſpenſations, yet the 
Dilciples were taken off Moſes and Elias to hearken to the Son, 
who as he called a Miniſtry, fo he appointed them their Work, and 
aſigned to tem +4 Wape, which was Free, Voluntary and Sponta- 
neou-: from their Converts, from ſuch as received them and their 
Meſſage, not by Tythe: Yca, and the Apoſtles ftood to « hriſt's 
Maintenance, ocu!s irretorto, with a chaſte Eye, without looking 
back unto the old trarſiznc Levitical Maintenance. 

Again, If Goſpel Miniſters muſt live Even fo, that is, have the 
ſame Maintenance that the Jewiſh Prieſts and Levites had,then Mint- 
ſters of the Goſpel muſt not have the Tenth, but the Tenth of the 
Tenth; they muſt alſo bring in and plead for Jewiſh Oblations, 
Burnt Offerings, Bloody Sacrifices. for even ſo the Jewiſh Pricfts 
ſived, ſo deny Chriſt Jeſus, the one Offering; this unavoidably 
muſt be done, if this [Even So] imply an Identity or Pariety of 
Maintenance between the Levitical Prieſthood and Go'pel Minifters, 
the which I deny. 

I remember Petey ſaid unto Chriſt, Behold, we have forſaken al, 
and followed thee ;, What ſhall we have ? Mat. 19. 27. Chriſt anſwer- 
ed him not, though there was an occaſion for it : If he either had 
or did intend to afſign Tythes to his Miniſtry, I ſay, he anſwered 
him not with an Ever /o as the Levitical Priefthood had: He ſaid 
not, Are you ignorant of this? as my Father aſſigned Tythes to the 
Levites for their Service, fo I aſſign them to you for your Service; 
neither ſaid he, You ſhall have Eafter-Reckonings, Midſummer. 
Dues, Mortuaries, Money for Funeral Serman-, for Marriages, 
for Burials, for Bread and Wine, for Churching of Women, fer 
Smoke paſſing up the Chimneys; he affigned them no ſuch Mainte- 
nance ; but when the Curtain of Apoſtacy had over-ſpread Chriſten- 
dom,the Beaft that had long plunged in the Sea, was riſen out of the 
Sea, the Man of Sin 5ot into the Temple, he brought forth an un. 
warrantahl- M_intenan:e, contrary to what Chriſt inſtituted ; con- 
tinued yet by fuch as pretend Reformation, 

Theſe 
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Thoſe that preach the Goſpel muft live of the Goſpel, even ſo 
hath the Lord ordained; fo that the Goſpel Miniftry is not with- 
out an Ordinance for their Maintenance; and this Ordinance is of 
the Lord, excluding all Ordinances of Apoſtatized men, of Popes 
an: Earthly Power< ; on that account, the Goſpel Miniſtry hath an 
Ordinance for their Maintenance. Where u it ? may ſome ſay. 1 Arg 
{wer; Chrift fcnding out his D.ſciptes, taught them to eat and 
drink ſuch things as their Converts fet before them, ſaying, The La- 
bourer is worthy of his Hire; Here a Hire was appointed, free and 
voluntary from ſuch as received them, and here is an Ordinance 
for it. True it is, thoſe that preach the Goſpel muft live of the Gon 
ſpel, on tt:at Maintenance which hath Goſpel Allowance; living on 
the Gofvel is entailed on preaching the Goſpel; no other Lively- 
hood W:{!om's Chilren juftifie, than what Chriſt ordained for his 
Miniſters ; and his Ordinance was to eat and drink, receive Neceſſa- 
ries of their Converts, But Man-made Miniſters are for living of 
the Law, and of the Gift;, Grants and Donations of Apoſtatized 
Powers, and of fuch as ſuppoſed or ſuppoſe the ſame Due. To what 
hath been ſpoken, I may add two or three Teſtimonies. 
« They do live of the Goſpel (faith Proſper) who will he Pro- 
\f priators of nothine, who neither have, nor defire to have any 
© thing, not pofſcſſig their own, but the common Goods. What 
« ;;it to live of the Goſpel (faith he. but that he who labours ſhould 
«*Ereceive neceſſary Supplies by them among whom he labours, with= 
« gut forcing any ? Proſper de vite Contemp. lib. 2. cap. 4. 
Further, faith he, © Though Paul himlelf had Power, yet he 
« would not make ule of it, left he ſhould create an Offence, but 
& ]aboured with his Hands, being a Tent-maker, that he might not 
« he byrthenſom to the Churches of Chriſt 
Cyril of Alexandria ſpeaking of that paſſage of Abram, 
Gen. 14.23. Who having gained ViRory over the King of Sodew?s 
Enemies,and reſcued Lor,the King offered him part of the Spoil, he 
reccived nothing but a few V:ituals, &c. Though (faith Cyril) the 
holy Teachers do War in the behalf of periſhing Mankind; yet do 
they not take any thing from the men of the World, neither do 
they heap up Riches, leſt the World ſhou!d fay, 1 have made you 
Rich: They only ought to receive their Suſt+nance from the Hands 
of thoſe whom they have benefitted ; For Chriſt commanded (faith 
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he) that he who Preaches the Gofpel, ſhov!d live thereby, Cyrz/ 
de Adorat.in Spir. & verit. Lib. 4. 

They live of the Golpel, faith Poole on this place, who. live of 
that Maintenance, which the Church gives to her Miniſters, for 
their preaching of the Goſpel; they muſt not hord up Treafures, 
intimating that Superfluous things are to be ſought, and thoſe things 
which tend to a vain Pomp and regal Exceſs. 

When Pau! avouched, that the Lord ordained that they that 
Preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel, he ſeems to have 
regard unto what the Lord ſaid, The Work-man.is worthy of his 
Meat, Aug. Mart. 

Neither Chrift nor the Apoſtics ever crdained any other Mains 
tenance for Goſpel-Miniſters, then what was Free and Voluntary, 
and that from ſuch as received them and their Meſſage : Now they 
who repeal this, and in the room thereof violently intrude the com- 
pulſive exation of Tythes, and that as well from them that re- 
ccive them not, as from thoſe that receive them; ſuch Preach ang 
ther Goſpel, ſuch Paul pronounced Anathema. 


Obj. Here, that is in Goſpel-dayes, Hen that dye receive Tythes, 
but there he receiveth them, of whom it is witneſſed that he livath, 


Heb. 7.8. 


Anſw. In the Scripture the Word [ Here] is abuſed and wreſt- 
ed, as the Words F Even So] are abuſed and miſ-interpreted by 
many ; in this place the Apoſtle is exalting the Prieſthood of Chriſt 
above the Prieſthood of Levi,thewing that 2elghizedec was greater 
then Abram; here men that dye receive Tythes, this relates to the 
Levites, who by the command of the Lord received Fythes, and 
dyed; but there he receiveth them, of whom it is witnefſed that he 
liveth; this relates to elcnizedec, who received Tythes of A- 
bram, of whomit is written, that He was without Father, without 
Mother, without deſcent, having neither beginning of Dayes, nor 
endof Life, but made like unts the Son of God, abideth a Prieſt con 
zirnally, Heb. 7. 3- And Chriſt is a Prieft forever after the Order 
of Melchizedes. So that this place makes nothing for the con- 
tinuance of Tythes in Goſpel-dayes, relating to Levs and 2el- 
Chizeder. 


Aug. 


(103) 

Ang. Marl.touches this, ſaying, They, to whom the Law af. 
« ſigned Tythes, were mortal men; and to whom did the Law _ 
© aſſign Tythes ? To the Levites. So when the Apoſtle ſaid, Here 
«f men that dye receive Tythes, he related to the Levites, to that 
*: Priefthood that was to be abrogated, that a Priefthood of a higher 
« Nature might be eftabliſhed. 

The Apoſtles ſent by Chriſt, a Pricſt forever after the Order of 
HMelshizedec, who were to teach all Nations, to obſerve all that 
he commanded them; Mark, All and every thing, and nothing 
Elſe, according to my reading in Scripture, and ſound Ecclehiaſtical 
Hiſtory, never taught any, that the Maintenance of the Goſpel- 
Miniftry was to be by way of Tythes; which may ſufficiently evi- 
dence that that Levitrcalcourle of Maintenance was not in the Char- 
ter of their Ambaſſage and Commiſſion, to be perpetuated in Ge- 


fpel daycs. 
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CAP. XVI. p 


Tyches proved to be a Moſaical Shadow. | 


IF Chriſt put an end to Tythes, more then to any outward | 
Ob). property, then Tythe muſt be a peculiar Figure of ſomething 
to come: If Tythewas a Type, what was the Antitype thereof ? 


Anſw. Nehemiah reforming Abuſes in the Zew:ſh Church, ap- 
ointed; 

: 1ſt, Treaſuries , a Figure of Jeſus Chrift that inexhauſtible 
Treaſury. 

2dly, Tythe, as of Corn, Wine, Oyl, was the Earthly Trea- 
ſure brought into Nehemiab's Trealuriesz this carffhy Treature 
figured forth the Heavenly Treaſures in Chriſt Jeſus ; for in him 
are hid all tne Trealures oft Wiſdom and Knowledge. So Tythe, 
the carthly Treaſcx-:, in the earthly Treaturies, pointed at the hea- 


venly Treaſures in Chriſt Jeſus the heaycnly Trealury, in whom 
| 4s 
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$s. Corn, Brea1 that ftrengthens, Wine that comforts and reſrcſhes, 
- ©yl that makes truly glad. 

3dly, Shelemiab, by Interpretation, The Peace of God, Za- 
dick, thatis, Juſt; Pedaiah, that is, by Interpretation, The Lords 
Redeemer; Theſe beins made Treaſurers , diſtributed of Tythe, 
the earthly Treaſures to their Brethren, outward 7e.ys: So Chrift 
Jeſus the Peace of- God, the holy and juſt One, the Redeemer of 
God, he diſtributes of the heavenly Treaſures, Bread, Wine, 
Oyl, living Mercies, heavenly Blefſings, to his little Flock, in- 
ward Jews, Nehem.13. Who are of God they fee Nehemiah's 
Treaſuries, Treaſures and Treaſurers, to be Shadows, Figures, 
Types, fulfilled in the Subſtance Chriſt Jeſus, the ſecend Adam, 
a quickening Spirit, who ſaid, He ſhatl receive of mine, and ſhew 
it unto you, fohn the 16th. The true and faithful Remem- 
brancer. 

In the dayes of X7alach;, the outward Fews bad a Store-houſe, 
Into which Tythe was to be brought, that there might be Meat in 
the Lord's Houſe, Afal. 3. This Store-houle, into which Tythe, 
the Earthly Store was brought, was a Figure, a Type of Chriſt 
Jefus, the Subſtance, the Heavenly Store-houſe, in whom all ful- 
nefs dwells, who diſtributes of heavenly Riches to the 7/rae! of 
God, Col. 1. 16. 

Outof Tytaes, the carthly Treaſures, earthly Store, the Ne- 
ceſſities of the outward Fews, Levites, Fatherleſs, Widows and 
Strangers were aniwered and iupplied, Dext. 14. that there inight 
be no Begcar in [/rae!, no Complaint of want. So out of the 
heavenly Treafures, heaven'y Store in Chriſt Jeius, the Subſtance, 
the Neceffities of all inward Fews are anſwered; ſo that among 
ſuch as have recourle to this Treaſury, this Store-houfe, there 1s 
no Complaint, no Poverty, no Leanneſs of Soul; in him are Soul- 
enriching Treaturcs, Fohn 14.2, John 4.. 14. | 


Agpin,gher! ipake of Tythes in Abrams dayes, Heb. 7. And of 
Tythes i evi's dayes, of the Pricſthood, Law, and Carnal 
CommandWent; then ſaith expreſly, That Chriſt Jeſus the high 


Pricſt was the Sun of the things whereof they had ſpoken, Heb. 
8. 1. If any ſhould have enquired, What have you ſpoken of Paul ? 
He anſwers of Tythe in Apram's day, of Tythes in Levi's Gays, 
oi 
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of the Prieſthood, Sacrifices for Sin, Carnal Commandment'; and: 
further ſaith, that Chriſt is . the Sum. of all this :. Who are of 
God, they fee Chriſt the Subſtance of the-aforefaid, 1 

Canaan, a Land flowing with Milk and Woency , -- with pure 
Springs , Vineyards, Oliveyards and Corn, was the- Lord's, 
wherewith he fed the outward 1/raclites, ' Levit, 25723." So thei 
Chriſt of God, his Fleſh is Meat indeed, Blood Drink; he hath: 
in his fpiritual Store-houſe heavenly Milk,. Honey, hidden Manna, 
Bread, Water of Life, heavenly Grapes, Oyl of glacneſs for his 
Spiritual //rac/ites, Sons and Daughters of Abraham, and nou= 
rifhes them to Eternal Life. | 

AMelchizedec was but a Type of the everlaſting Order, ſhadowing _ 
out the Eternal high Prieſt, Chriſt Jeſus; Chriſt was not the Mel- 
chizedee, but after the Similitude of 'ſelehixzedes; if after the 
Similitude, Shadow or Type, then elchizedec could not be the 
Subſtance, the thing typified : for the thing ſimilating, cannot'be the 
thing fimilated : So that Abram gave Tythe to Meichizedec, made 
like unto the Son of God, a Figure, Shadow, Type. Now the 
Priefthood of Chriſt muſt needs be the End, Sum, Subftance of the 
Shadow; which Subſtance being come, the Shadow with all-its 
appurtenances, whereof Tythe was one, muft vanifh. and be-of nod 
longer force : | The paying of that which was proper and peculiar 
to the Similitude or Type, ſhews that the Similitude ex Type is 
ſtill in force - So the Subftance not come ; for while the Shadow 
is in force, there is no place for the Subſtance; therefore the ex- 
ation of Tythes for the Miniſters of the everlaſting high Pricſt, is 
a denyal of Chriſt come in the Fleſh. 

Again, all the Tythe of the Land, whether of the Seed of the 
Land, or of the Fruit of the Tree, it was the Lord's, it was Holy 
unto the Lord; hereby Prieſt, Zevite and the Poor were relieved, 
Levit.27, A Type of Chrift,the Subſtance, who was called the Holy 
thing, in whom the Ohbedient are fanAified, nouriſhed, trant- 
formed by the renewing of #heir minds, a living Sacrifice unto 
God. 

Again, Tythe, or at thel:aſt ſome part thereof, was an Heave- 
Offering, offered unto the Lord, Numb. 18, A Shadow, a Fi- 
cure, (laith ſox in his compleat Chriſtiain Dictionary.) as other 
Oþlations were. So that the pleading for this fewiſh Offering, is 
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a denyal of Chriſt to be come in the Ficfh ; and you may as well 
plead for the Mcat-Offering, Sin-Offcring, Burnt-Offering Tref- 
pals-Offering , Wave- Offcring, as for the Heave-Offering in 
Goſpel-days. 

I have ſhewed my Judgment, that Tythe was a legal Type, 
Figure or Shadow, peculiar unto the Miniſtration of 27s/es, and 
that it terminated with that Miniftrationz I might add the Judg- 
ment of many, ſeveral of whom have been eminent in the Proteſtant 
Church, who have ſpoken to the lame purpole. 

«The payment of Tythes (faith Fulk:) as it was a Ceremonial 

© duty, it is abrogated with other Ceremonies by the Death of 
«© Chriſt. On Heb. 7. 4. 
«Further, neitker did Chriſt our high Prieſt ever make claim 
« unto Tythes, nor his Apoſtles, Minifter- of the Church, but on- 
«ly to a ſufficient living by the Goſpel, te be allowed of their 
« temporal Goods, to them from whem they had received Spiri- 
*f tual things. Falke on the ſame. 

Walter Brute, a valiant oppoſcr of Popery, ſhewed that Tythes 
were Ceremonial, and that the Law was abrogated, by which 
they were duc to the Zevites ; his Teſtimony is, © I marvel that 
* you learned Men do ſay, That Chrifian Folk are bound te this 
« fall Ceremony of the payment of Tythes. For a Conclufion, he 
faith, © Seeing that neither Chriſt nor any of the Apoſtles com- 
« manded to pay Tythes, *tis evident neither by the Law of Moſes, 
« nor by Chriſt's Law, Chriftian People are bound to pay Tythes, 
« but by the Tradition of Men they are bound, Fox. As 
and Aon. 

« The ©ueta, or tenth part (faith Jdelan#on) is founded on 
6 the Ceremonial and Judicial Law, which Laws are proper to - 
« Moſes Polity, and belong not to us, ſeeing God hath utterly 
« deſtroyed it. De Lib. Chriſtian. pag. 303. 

Epiphanizs, about the Year 380, intimated that Tythes and 
Circumciſion were a like Ceremonial : He mentions Texths for one 
of his inſtances of legal Shadows, making them equal with Circum- 
Ciſion. Lib. t.. Ord. 8. 

. Occolampadius on Ez. 44. ranks Sacrifices,firſt Fruits and Tythes 
altogether, making them equal with Circumciſion, and calls them 
Expreliy Ceremonial, | ; 
| The 
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The Bohemians, ſound Proteſtants, in their Teſtimony againſt the 
Popiſh Clergy, ſaid thus, They receive Tythes of men, "and preach, 
that men are bound to paythem ;, but therein they ſay falſly, for they 
cannot prove by the New Teftament, that Feſus Chrift commanded it, 
nor the Apoſtles, neither did they receive them. This Precept of the 
Law (lay they) had an end by Chriſt, 'as the precept of Circumci- 
ſim: Chriſt ſaid, Give Alms of thoſe things that remain; but he 
ſaid not, Grethe Tenth of the Goods which ye poſſeſs. This is the 
ſum of their Teſtimony on that acceunt. 

Andrew Witt, a ſtout oppoſer of Popery, in the reign of King 
Fames,called the Law of Tythes Gremonial,acknowledging, That men 
are uot neceſſarily bound by the Law of God ts payTythesnow. Further, 
he ſaith, That the paywent of Tythes was a wiſe and politick, Conſtitte 
t;0n,and might conveniently be retained ;, yet it is not uow of neceſſity im= 
poſed upen Chriftians, as though no other Proviſion for the Church 
could ferve but that, Willets Synopl. Papiſmi. pag. 314, 315. He 
acknowledges Tythes to be Ceremonial, and proves them ended 
with the legal Prieſthood : So thar, though Maintenance it ſelf be 
Moral, yet the mode or manner of that Maintenance, as by Saczi- 
fices, Oblations, Tythes, firft Fruits, &c. may be Ceremonial, 
Hebrews 7. 5, 12- An abſolute Repeal of that Law which gave 
Tythes, as of the Prieſthood, to whom, by that Law they were 

iven. 
. To conclude, Hales, Aquinas, Hewricus de Graudavo, R. de 
Media Villa, Cardinal Cajetan, Fobn Mayer, Suarez, Malder, 
and others ſaid, That the tenth part paid by the Tribes to Levs, 
was rather Ceremonial then Moral, and wherein the Ceremoni- 
ality of it lies, he clearly ſecing Eye canngt but diſcern. | 
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CAP. XVII. 


Of the Clergies Humane Title unto the Exaction 
| of Tythes. 


He Patriarchal, . Levitical and Evangelical Claim not ſecu- 

ring in order to the property of Tythes, not a few betake 
thewſclves to a humane Claim, as. unto an impregnable Fortreſs, 
and ſuch as have recourſe unto man, fer a ground to. juſtifie them in 
the Pofſcflion thereof, their pleas are various. 

Some plead the Decrees, Canons and Conſtitutions of General 
Councils, Popes, Biſhops, Convocations, faying, That Tythes are 
due, jure Eecl:ſiaftico. Others plead the Gifts of Kings and 
Princes. Others plead the temporal Laws of Kings, Patliaments, 
&c. Others plead the perticluar Gifts, Appropriation or -Do- 
nation of the former Owners of the Land, Others plcad a Right 
by purchaſe. | 

I Anſwer; Theſe Claims have been perticularly anfwered,and that 
again-and again: Sol ſay in the general, How can humane Laws 
made for the payment of Tythes, ſince Chriſt came in the Fleſh, 
bind-the Conſcience of any man? Sceing the end, ſcope, purpoſe, 
intent and tendeney of thoſe Laws are for the eftabliſhment of 
that which Chriſt put an End unto, whole prerogative it is, to have 
Route, Regiment, Government in. all, where the Myſtery of-Faith 
is held in a.pure Conſcience. 

Gods own: Law for the payment of Tythes to the Levites, be- 
ing diſſanulled by Chriſt, and its burden of typical Appurtenan- 
ces aboliſhed: Who is Man that makes a Law in that place, 
where God diffanulled his own ? Who hath impowered man to 
'raiſe a compullary Maintenance, it being: Chriſt's Maintenance ? 
fer his Miniftry was free and yoluntary. 

After Auſtin brought the Romiſh Faith and Dorine into this 
'Nation, upon what ftrange accounts Tythes cam= to be fct up and 
{tftabliſhed, I have in ſome meaſure touched, and furth«r acd. 
Athelſtanez 
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Athelfane, King of the Kee JET about the Year 046 
fo pacific the Ghoft of his murthered Brother Edwin, to whofe 
Death he-is ſaid to have conſented, underwent ſeven Years Pe- 
Bance, built certain Monafteries, and made a Law for the pay- 
ment of Tyches, hoping thercby -to expiate his Sins. Fox Atis 
and Mon, 

King Edgar, cruel to Citizens, a deflowrer of Virgins, con- 
cerncd.in the AA of ſhedding the Blood of Earle Ethelwold, that 
he might enjoy E/frida his Wife, to expiate his Sins, about 'the 
Year 959. he confirmed the payment of Tythes, built and prepa- 
red feyeral Monafteries and Nunneries. 

Canutm, the firſt Daniſh King, being ' guilty: of the Blood of 
Edward and Edmund, Sons of Ironfide, Heirs to the Crown, 
abent the Year 10:6. confirmed Tythes, and built the Abbey of 
St Bennet in Norfolkand in Suffolk, and the Monaſtery of St Edmund, 
whom he drcadfully feared, being often affirighted by the appa- 
rition of his Ghoſt; for which cauſe, as alſo to expiate the 
Sins of his. Fathers, he Confixmed Tythes. See Osburns Cale of 
T ythes. | 

Upon fuch accounts as theſe, and other Idglatrous ends, 'the 
grand Oppreſſion and Antichriſtian exation of Tythes, had en- 
trance. into our Ezg/:ſh  hurch, profeſſing Chriſtianity ; and tuch 
Donations as theſe are pleaded, yea, and by ſuch 2s would be ac- 
counted Reformers from the Deluſtons of myſtical Zavylox, from 
the Dregs of the apoftatized feven-hilled City, and her Adherents ; 
yea, and iucirDonors were and are reckoned as Nurling Fathers to 
the Chriſtian Church : And ſuch as ſtrengthen th-«mſelves for the 
maintaining of that grand Oppreffion, have the Lansuape of Peter 
in their Mouthes, againſt ſuch as are Witneiles againſt the ſame ; 
Submit your ſelves unto every Ordinance -of man for the Lord's 
fake, 1 Pet. 2. 13. 

I Anſwer; If Obedience ſhould have been given to all Ordi- 
nances of men without limitation, Idolatrou- Conſequences would 
have followed, as K:ſt: ries, Eccleſiaſtical and C.vil inform us. 

'Tiicn had "the Children of 1/rael been ofcner- found: guilty of 
Idolatry, through actual Obedicnce to the apoſtatized Kings of 
Iſrael and Fudab. 

.Tixen bad Shadrach., 24eſhach and Abednego forſaken the 


living 
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fving God, and have worfhipped the Golden Image of Neba- 
chadnezear. 
Then had Daniel committed Idolatry in making his application 
tothe Meathen King Darim, inftead of the living God. 

Then had the purc Current ef the everlaſting Goſpel been ftop- 
ped : For the Apoftles were commanded not te teach in the Name 
of Jeſus, Atts 4. 

Then had not the Woman, that fate upon the Scarlet-cofoured 
Beaſt, been made drunk with the Blood of Saints, and with the 
Blood of the Martyrs of Jeſus: For if thefe Saints and Martyrs 
had, and ſhould yield atual Obedience to the Ordinances of 
men, they had, and ſhould cut off the occaſion of Suffering for 
their Teſtimonies, 

Then had not the two Witnefſes Propheſied one Thouſend: 
two Hundred and Sixty Days eleathed in Sack-cloth. 

I ſay, Obedience is to' be given to thoſe Ordinances of man fos 
the Lords ſake, which are of a Civil nature and concern, for the 
puniſhment of Evil-doers, and for the Praiſe of them that do well; 
but when Civil Authority ufurps the Power of Chrift, the Law- 
giver, to, of, and in the Church, and impoſes Laws and Ordi- 
nances contrary to Truth and Conſcience, herein not aQive, but 
paſſive Obedience is to be yielded : The ſaid Petey clears this point, 
who (the Rulers commanding them not to teach in the Name of 
Teſus) anſwered boldly to this purpoſe, They were to hearken to 
God rather then ts men, Ats 4. 

On this Scripture our Country-man Poole ſaith well, © We are 
© bound by the Command of God, to ſpeak what we have ſcen and 
« heard; yea, and the truly re-born of Water, and of the Spirit 
«are to contend for the Call, Work and Wage of the Pri- 
« mitive Minjftry, when men do, or would ſet up the con; 
« trary. 

— in the Morning of Chr:f:avty, ſaid, © We have 
*« learned to give that Honour to earthly Powers which is mect, and 
« which hinders not our Salvation. 

AMuſonims (aid well, If any one obey not his Father or his 
« Prince, commanding unlawful things, he is neither Diſobedient, 
** nor Injurous, nor a Sinner herein. 

When 71ian gaye orders to his Souldicrs, that were Chriffians, 
to 
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to take up Axms againſt Chrif5ans, they would not obey, as 
Ambroſe hath related : Oh», that the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity now 
would conſiler thi:! How far they arc degenerated; how the 
Spirit 0: Mceknel>, Love and Gentl]-nels is diſ-throned, and the 
Spirit of Envy, Cruelty and 8loodſhed is inthrened, wherein ſuch 
as profeſs Chrift:ant), tall by the Hands of one another, as Leaves 
from Trees at the approach of Autumn. 

Now you that reje& and diſpute againft the Evangelical Ordi- 
nance of tree and voſunrary Contribution, and violently intrude 
the Co-crcive exaQtion of Tythes, and other things, and that 
from the Laws, Canons, Decrees, Decretals and Conftitutions 
of men, let me in foberncſs Reaſon a little with you. 

Facob in tie Word of Prophecy fore-told of the coming of 
Shiloh, ſaying, Vnto him ſhall the gathering of the People be, Gen. 
49.10. Or as ſome render it, To his ſhall the Obedience of the 
People be. Oras the Septuagint renders it, He ſhall be the expecta- 
tion of the Nations. Now you that plead for Tythes in Goſpel- 
days, and that from the Ordinances of man, your gathering is not 
unto Shiloh, nor your Obedience, neither is your reliance upon 
him; but your gatherinz and obedience is unto man, your reliance 
is upon the Sons of men, from whom you have your Tythes, 
Eafter-Reckonings, 11idſawmmer-i ues, Mortuaries, Money for 
Funcral Sermons, Burials, Marriages, Churching of Women, 
Peter -Pence, now called, Reck- pennies, Smoke - pennies, 


&c. 

Again, Aſoſes the man of God Propheſied of the coming of 
the great Prophet, ſaying, Unto him ſhai you hearken in all things, 
Deut. 18. who taught a free and voluntary Maintenance. Now 
the before-mentioned things ſhew, that you hearken not to him, 
but to the Canons, Conſtitutions, Decrees and Decretals of men, 
from whom you have received your manner of Maintenance. 

Again, Chriſt ſaid, Learn of me, Matth. i1. But he giving no 
Lefſons for the aforeſaid, you have learned them of men, and plead 
for the fame. | 

Again, Chriſt ſaid of the Scribes and Phariſees, In vain they do 
worſhip mr, teaching for Doftrines the Commandments of men, Matth. 
C5.9. You are found in their Steps, vain Werſhippers, making 
void the Golpcl-Ocdinance, . of free and voluntary Contribution, 
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preaching up the Commands, Canons, Decrees, Conftitations of 
men; -from which muddy Lake you derive your Tythes and com: 
-pulſary Maintenance. 

Again, Chriſt ſending forth his Diſciples, ſaid,. Go ye therefore 
.#nd reach all Nations, &c. Teaching them to obſerve allthirgs, whats 
foever 1 have commanded you, Matth. 28. Conficer this, they 
were toteachall that Chriſtcommanded them,and nothing elte; not 
what apoſtatized Powers ſhould command or impole : Here the 
Decrees, Canons, Laws and Conſtitutions of men, fetting up 
that which Chriſt put an end unto, and forcing a Maintenance, are 
excluded. 

Again, the Apoſtle Pal preached, that Chrift ſhould have Pre- 
eminence in all things, Col. 1.18. If in all things, then in the 
concern of the Maintenance of the Goſpel Miniſtry. Now ſuch 
as flight the free and voluntary Maintenance of the Goſpel, 
and plead for Tythes and a compulſary Maintenance, fuch would 
have man to have Pre-eminence, Fich are Minifters of man. Chriſt 
faid to the Fews, If you were of Abraham), you would do the Works 
of Abraham. So- may [ ſay, If you were of Chriſt, you would 
do the Works of Chriſt, and be content with his allowance : Fohz 
bare record, faying, Whoſcever tranſgreſſuth, and abideth not in the 
Dottrine of Chriſt, hath not God, 2 Johng, And ſuch as are 
without God, they are Hetrodox, Heretical, yea, Athciſtical ; 
and ſuch as ftand to man's Maintenance, and not Chriſt's, they are 
in-Tranſgreſſion. | 

Did not Chriſt fay, that all Power in Heaven. and in Earth was 
committed to him ? Is not he indued with Soveraign Power? Was 
not ke appointed of the Father to be Law-giver to, of, and in the 
Church? Did not Pasl foretell of a departure from the Faith, an 
Apoſtacy? and that the man of Sin ſhould be revealed, that he 
ſhould fit in the Temple of God, 'in the Church, and ſhew himſelf 
tobe God ? This is the great Antichriſt. Now they that deny the 
Goſpel-Ordinance, which was free and voluntary, and plcad for 
Tythes, and for a compullary Maintenance introduced by wan, 
ſuch deny Chriſt to be Law-giver to, of, and in the Church: And 
what is that Spirit that introduces a Maintenance eontrary to the 


Goſpe!-Maintenance? Of the man of Sin, of Antichriſt, who 1s 
againft 
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againſt Chriſt his Call, Work and Wage, an] hath a Call, Work 
and Wage of his own, 

Do not Proteſtare Writers ſay, That the Beaſt and his ten 
Horns is the Pope and Popiſh Kings? And by what hath been 
ſpoken, it may appear how Tythes came into Churches profeiſing 
Chriſtianity, and a Compulſary Maintenance. :Now is it honour- 
able for, or beſeeming ſuch as pretend to be Miniſters of Chriſt, 
to have no Command nor Example from Chrift for what they a&, 
but from the Beaft and his Horns, the Pope and his Auxilliaric: ? 
Do they not offer great affcont to Chriſt, who eftabl:th that whicn 
he diſſanulled? Now if every Ordinance of man, of what Na- 
ture ſo ever, muft be ſubmitted to, ſtrange Conſequences might 
follow; then if one and the ſame Individual Perfon ſheuld remove 
into twenty ſeveral Nations of different Religions, he is bound to 
hoift up his Sails to all theſe Winds, to comply with the Worſhip 
of every reſpeive Nation, it the Supream Authority command | 


It, 


Having touched, that no Patriarchal AR, nor the Levitical, 
nor Evangelical Diſpenſations, nor Ordinances of man, can afſure 
Tythes to Goſpel Miniſters, as truly fuch, I may ſubjoyn a few 
Teſtimonies of men eminent in the Church ſince the Apoſtles dayes, 
who in their Reſpe&ive Ages bare Teſtimony againſt the grand Op- 
preſſion of Tythes, and other things. 


« The Teachers of the Waldenſes ({cith a certain Inquiſitor) are 
© Weavers, Taylors; they encreafe not Riches, but are content 
« with Necefſaries, Vſher de Succeſ. Eecleſia. Thele Waldenſes 
were a People of great Sincerity and Godly Simplicity in their day, 
and endured fiery Tryals, ſtorms of Perſecutions for their Teftimo- 
ny againſt the Romiſh Faith. | 

Gildas ſpeaking of the Britrsfh Clergy being Locuſts come out of 
the Smoke, ſaid, © They are Paſtors in name, but indeed Wolves ; 
*©«.not called to, but ſeizing on the Miniſtry as a Trade, not as a ſpi- 
*© ritual Charge, ſeeking after Preferments and Degrees in the 
© Church, more than after Heaven, and fo gain'd; jmake it their 
& whole ſtudy to keep them by anv Tyranny. And what ſufferings 
are in this ovr day for the Denyal of Tythe, what Impiifonments, 

P Wat 


the Statute of T:iible D:mage hath been leaned to, asif it were 
from Heaven, and not ot men. 


« The Waldenſes (faith Biſhop Uſher) gave Teſtimony, That, 


« Miniſters ought to bepoor, content with the free Benevolence of 
the People. The Papiſts (faith this Vſher) judged this a peſti- 
« lent and damnable Opinion. And many that would be accounted 
R<formed Churches approve not of it ; Primitive Chriſtianity 
had other thoughts of it, their Maintenance being free and vo- 
Juntary. 

Theſe Waldenſer, on a- certain account teſtified, ſaying, © We 
&« zre not aſhamed of our Minifters, in that they labour with theiy 
© hands, ſeckins a Maintenance according to thcir Ability, becauſe 
« the Doctrine and Example” of the Apoftles-aliows of this thing, 
U ſher de Succeſ.Eccleſie. 

Further; this Uſher affirms, © That thefe-Watdenſes condemned 
« all the Clergy, becauſe of their Idlenels, ſaying, They ought to 
* |abour with their Hands, as the Apoſtles did. 

Robert Abbot of Moliſmr in Burgundy perſwaded his own Di- 
«f {ciples, To live with their handy :Libour, and to forſake Tythes 
«and Ovlations. 


The Bohemians defcended from the Watdenfes, profeſſed, © That: 


« al] Miniſters ought to--be: poor, and to be*cofitent with the 
6 Free Gift of the People, £9. Syl- in his Bohemian Hiſtory. 

The Dominicans and Franciſcans taught, © That Tythe was not 
«due by Divine Right, nor a neceſſary-duty to Goſpel Miniſters ; 
© but that *they'might+ be detained-and dilpoſed of at the Owners 
<-pleafure,, efpecially + if ' the Paſtor did-not well perform his 
« Office. | 

* Twas» generally the Judgment of-the V7ick/iffians, as of the 
Waldenſes and Pohemians, beinz all Proteftants, © That Miniſters 
$f anpht to-be poor, and.content with the free: Gifts'of the People, 
e+Hft.Syl: his Bobemean Hiſtory." | 


Fobn With'iff 5 whole works ave mach efteemed -by Proteſtants in” 
England and Bohemia, whole Bones were taken up- and burnt by- 
Papiſts forty one years after his Death, gave Teſtimony -in this 


manner: That, 


{Ty thes wereandare a free-Giſtzas among-the»Chriſtfans, and __ 
« only 
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© only pure Alms ; and that Pariſh'oners might. for the Offence. af 
«their Curates, detain and keep them back, and beſtow them ppoa 
&« others at their own Wilj and Pleaſures, Fox As and Jon. 

Fehn Hu burnt at Conftance for his Teſtimony, {aid thus; © The 
& Clergy are net Lords and Peffi flors of Tythes, and other Eccle(i- 
&« aftical Goods, which are freely given, but only Stewards; and 
© after the necefſity of the Clergy is once fati:hed, they ought to 
© be beſtowed on the Poos : and if the Clerpy do abuſe the ſame, 
«they are Thieves, avd Robbers, and Sacziledges Perſons; ard ex- 
* cept they do Repent by the juſt judgment of God, they are to be 
« condemned, Fox Atts and Mon. 

Atthe Reformed Church in Geneva they live upen free Gifts, and 
Tythes of all ſorts are taken vp for the uſe of the State, and laid up 
for the publick Treaſury, 

William Thorp,Martyr,being ccmplained of by the Popiſh Clergy, 
was brought to Examiratien in the year 1407. being acculed be- 
fore Thomas Arundel Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, and Chancellor 
of Evgland, as againſt divers other abuſes crept into the Church, 
ſo alſo againſt Tythes he gave faithful Teſtimony, ſaying : 

© In the New Law, neither Chrift nor |.is Apoſtles ever took 
« Tytheof the People, ncither commanded they the Pcople to pay 
« Tythe: And Chriſt and his Apoſtles preached the Word of Cog 
« to the People, and lived of pure Alms, or free Gifts; and after 
«Chriſt's Aﬀcntion, wren the Apoſties had received the Holy 
«Spirit, they travelled, labouring with tneir Hands, not to be 
« Chargeable- 

Further, faith he, © Tythes were given in the old Lawto Le- 
&« vites and Priefts, but our Pricfs come not of Levs, ergo, by the 
« Law our Pricſts cannot challenge Tythes; for as the Prieſthood is 
&« changed, fois the Law; but ſince Chriſt, in the time of his Mi- 
*« niſtry, and alſo his Apoſtles, lived by pure Alms, orelle by the 
« Labours of their Hands; for the Servant is not greatcr than his 
«Lord. At which words, the Biſhop ſaid unto kim, God's Curſe 
have you, and mine, for thus teaching. 

Further, William Thorp ſaid, ** Thoſe Priefts that Co take 

« Tythes, they deny Chriſt to be come in the Fleſh. Further, 
bearing Teſtimony againſt the- Covetouſnels and Pride of the 
Pricfts: The Biſhop anſwered, By God, 1 deem kim more meck, that 
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goes every day arrayed in his Scarlet Gewn, than thou inthy Threa- 
bare blew Gown: Language not favouring of a primitive Biſhop, 
but of an Apoſftate Lording Biſhop, Fox As and Aon. 

William Swinderby teſtifi-d to this purpoſe, © If Pariſhioners pay 
« Tythes to wicked Prirſts or Curat:, they are guiity before God 
« of upholding them n thier Sins and Evil Deeds. Further, faith he, 
& Chriſts Law cominand: to miniſter freely to the People; the Pope 
& with his Law tells or Money : Chriſts Law teaches his Prieſts to 
« be Poor; the Popc juſtifies and maintains Prieſts to be Lords, Fox 
Afts and 4407. 

Falter Brute teſtified, as appears by the Artic'es charged againſt 
him; © 1/7, That no manis bound to pay Tythes in Goſpel times. 
* 24ly, It any Pricſtreceive any thing by way of Bargain or yearly 
* Stipend, in fo doing he isa Schilmatick, ani accurſed. 34ly, 
* That if we be bound to pay Tythes in Golpel times, then are we 
« Debtors to keep the whole Liw; for he that was the End of one 
*© part was the end of te whole, A4thly, Sceing that neither 
'* Chriſt, nor any of his Apoſttes commanded to pay Tythes, *cis 
« raanifeſt and plain, that neither by the Law of AZoſes, nor by 
« the Law of Chrift Chriftians are bound to pay Tythes, but by 
« mans Traditions, Fov Ad: and Afoa, A Sound Teſtimony and 
true, but oppoſed by Man-made Miniſters. 

About the ycar 1431. Lodovicus, a man much praiſed for Con- 
ſtaney and W:itom, taid totiie Clergy; © If you were true Biſhops 
© 2nd true Paſtors of Souls, you. would not-doubt to put your 
Lives in hazard for your Sheep, neither he afraid to ſhed your 
« Blood ior the Churchin the Cauſe of Chriſt; bur at this preſent, 
«faith ke, *tis too rare to find a Prelate which doth not prefer his 
© Temporalities before his Spiritualities; with the Love whereof 
« they are {o withdrawn, that they ſtudy rather to pleaſe Princes 
*« than God, &c. e/£x. Syl. his Hiſtory of the Council of Ba'l. 

Pareus ipeaking of thedrying up the River Fuphrates, brings in 
the judgment of his Anonymus, thatis,. Nameleſs Author, which he 
aroroves of, which is: 

{© That te preaching of the Goſpel doth & ſhall cauſe men to take 
** away all Temporal Things, that is, Pofſ-fſions, and Earthly Do- 
© minion fron the Clergy, and they ſhall no more be givcn them. 


Kcrcin.1 accord With him, that as far as the Virtue and Power of. 
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the Goſpel truly renews, tran-forms and changes men, ſo far a 
Faithfull and Living Teſtimony ſhall be born to the Free and 
Voluntary Maintenance of the Golpel, and againft the Antichri- 
ſtian Maintenance by Tythes, and other Groundlels, Scripture- 
leſs, Co-crcivs Maintenance, Truth prevailing, this ſhall be ſcoured 
It is againſt the holy Scripture (faith #:c%lzf) for Church-men 
" to have Poſſcſſions. = 

—_ Sagarellus, who lived before Wickl:f s time, denyed 
a divine Right to Tythes in Goſpel days. = | 

Eraſmus boldly affirmed, That the common exatting of Tythes 
by the Clergy, in his Time, was no hetccr than Tyranny. : 

In Auzuſtiz?s time it was no general Law nor Cuſtom in the 
C' urch, that Tythes ſhould be paid ; WiEzr's Synopſis of Popery, 

« When the Diſcioles (faith Walter Brute) faid to Chriſt, Pe: 
© hold, we have l:ft all, and have fo lowed thee ; wha: ſhall we 
* have? Re anſwered not thus, Tythes ſhall be paid you ; nei- 
« ther did he promife them a Temporal, but an Everlaſting Reward 
«in Heavenz. for Food and Apparel he taught his Dilciples not 
«tobe careful: Paz! right-well remembring his Do&rine, gave 
« Timothy this Inftrution; #Zaving Food and Rayment, let us there- 
« with be content, Fox Acts and on, ; ; 

« Primitive Non-payment of Tytkes (faith one) is a-pregnant: 
« Aroument, that they did not unjerſtand Tythes co be appointed 
cc by Chriſt for his Minifters; He that knows his Maſters ill, and 
&« doth it not, ſhallbe bea'en with many Stripes. 

«Had it been (ſaith Selden of Tythes ) the Apoſtles Ordi- 
'©nince, or the Utc of the Church inthe Primitive Times, Oz;. 
*« gen, Tertullian and Cyprian could not have. becn- fo filent 
«init. 

"6 [s it likely (faith he) that all the 0!d Councils, from thence, 
« til} near ſis Hundred Y:ars after Chriſt, which have ſpecial Ca- 
«© rons for the Lancs anii Goods poileſt by the Church, &c. could: 
« have omitted the Name of Tenths, if cither ſuch Uſe, or Apoſto- 
<«-jical Law had preceeded ? 

Some of the atorclaid, for their Teſtimony againfi Tythes, as 
againſt »ther Errors, Hercfies, Superſtition and Idolatry ot /raliaz 
Babylon, \uffercd in Fiaines, as Hiſtories demonſtrate, | q 
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of ſuch or ſuch a Pariſh, firſt ſet up by che Pope and 
his Emiſfaries, after ratified by Earthly Princes, whe- 
ther Believers or Unbelievers, Prophane, Schiſmaticks, 
Hereticks, Excomminicated Perionsz; yea, ſuch as 
they'l Curſe, and givevp to Satan, of thele they'l have 
Tyrhes, Eaſter-Reckonings, Midſummer-Dues, Mor- 
tuaries, Oblations, Smoke- Moncy, which they claim 
as Due, being introduced by Apoſtatized men ; bring- 
ing for a Cloak, He that preaches the Goſpel, muſt live 
of the Goſpe!, when as the Goſpel warrants no ſuch 
thing. In the Apoſtles time they had places of Wor- 
ſhop, where Fews gathered from Fewdaiſm, and Gertiies 
from Geztiliſpz, met together to Worſhip Ged in 


Spirit and in Truth; yet no man was limitted to ts. 


or that Place, nor to pay to ſuch or ſuch a Place, or mi- 
niſter ſo much per anaum; theſe Anti-cyangelical, Anti- 
Chriſtian Cuſtoms crawled out of the Apoſtolical Womb, 
Honoriss, who ſucceeded Aſtin at Canterbury, about 
the Year 630. divided his Province into Pariſhes, as Se/- 
4:2 of Tythes, chap. g. faith, 


THE END. 
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